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i Bienvenido a todos.

August was, as predicted by many, an incredibly hot month. The Spanish called it “‘African heat.” Locally it peaked
one afternoon at 37° in the shade. It was so hot in Los Altos that the palm trees were whistling for the dogs. In San
Miguel the cows were giving evaporated milk, and in Los Montesinos the farmers were feeding their chickens crushed
ice to keep them from laying hard-boiled eggs!

Apologies to Aldi’s and to those who read my entry last month that Aldi’s was closing. | am pleased to say that
Aldi’s is NOT closing down and will continue to provide many competitively priced products locally to its
customers. The confusion arose when a “clearance sign’ was misread by me as a “closing-down’ sign! ‘I blame
the heat, Your Honour!” From the affair, two things emerged. One, that Aldi’s is a very popular store locally
and many were prepared to petition to keep it open; and two, as the Dream Scene seems to be read by so many
people locally, the store was inundated with questions regarding its future. Once again, apologies all round.

July was a record month for tourists in the Valencian region with a total of 811,354 foreign tourists, up 7.9% on the
same period last year. Foreign tourists arriving at El Altet airport in Alicante totalled 399,286 during the month, while
the Manises airport near Valencia City welcomed 119,808 foreigners, up by 15.5% on July last year. For the month,
the national increase was about 3.35%.

The very hot, dry weather together with high winds contributed to some very large and often uncontrollable fires
throughout the length of the Mediterranean Coastline. A particularly bad fire across three inland municipalities in
Alicante took the lives of an environmental agent and a fire-fighter. In the Canaries, a large section of the population
of the island of La Gomera; some 5,000 of a population of just over 20,000, had to be evacuated away from the flames,
some having to be evacuated from the beach. La Gomera has now lost 11% of its surface area to the fire.

Here in Spain, it seems to be cuts, tax increases and austerity everywhere. Large IVA (VAT) increases are due from
today, September 1. (See issue humber 66 for details.) Also from this date, around 425 drugs will be excluded from
the public health system. That is the state will no longer pay for them. If you want them, you pay for them! There is a
list of 417 of them here - http://estaticos.elmundo.es/documentos/2012/08/17/lista_medicamentos.pdf

The local Orihuela Council will be attempting to save on energy bills by reducing public street lighting. From 1.00am
in the mornings, this type of lighting will be reduced selectively.

The unpaid and often unappreciated gardeners & landscapers of the planted areas in Dream Hills tell me that people
are still stealing from the these areas; a number of plants and rose bushes being stolen during the last month.

One of Spain’s most enjoyable and craziest fiestas, La Tomatina, takes place every year on the last Wednesday in
August. | make no excuses for including once again, a first hand report on the fiesta by Jules, which I originally published
in January 2010. (Jules is a skilled hair-dresser who does home visits. See her advert in the classified’s.) The
accompanying photos in the article are from the web.

A warm welcome to Tony in Marbella, one of our new email readers.

Our sincerest best wishes to Margaret Johnston, who is currently undergoing surgical treatment in Elche Hospital.
Also best wishes and a speedy recovery to one of the Dream Scene’s great joke providers, Pete Dudman.

Wishing you an excellent September, Mick & Tid
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A Close Shave

A man enters a barber’s for a shave.

While the barber is foaming him up, the man mentions
the problem he has getting a close shave around his
cheeks.

‘I have just what you need,’ says the barber giving him
a small wooden ball. ‘Just place this between your
cheek and gum.” The man does so and the barber starts
to give him the closest shave the man has ever
experienced.

When the barber finishes the client asks, 'Hey, what if
I swallowed this thing?’

‘No problem,’ replies the barber. ‘You’d just bring it

- , ‘We don’t have air-con in the bedroom. | ask the wife for sex
back tomorrow like everyone else.

and it’s chilly in seconds!’
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MAR SERVICES

Specialising in taxes & advice for|
Non-residents and residents at

Excellent rates.
Wills et B
Contracts e
Translations = %
Notary visits, Rental agreements
Taxes, Utility bills on-line
Non-Resident Taxes
Residencia applications
Based locally.
Native English &
Spanish Staff
Visit www.marservicesspain.com

OCEAN SPICE

THE OLD JAMIE’S CURRY HOUSE 1S
NoW CALLED ‘OCEAN SPICE’

WITH THE SAME CHEFS,

£4 SAVESTAFFAND

#+  FANTASTIC MENU, W/

8 82T THE SAME PRlCES.k
SAME LOCATION.

SEE YOU THERE!
‘BEST INDIAN’ AS VOTED BY ITS

v CUSTOMERS. ﬁ

Lower Ground Floor,
Playa Flamenca Commercial Centre

TRANSPORT SERVICES
Costa Blanca

Registered Business -
Fully Insured
8 Passenger Mini-bus
FuII?/ Air Conditioned
Avai able 7 da%s a week

SHOPPING CENTRES
GOLF OUTINGS

Tel: Peter 617096374 & 965994660

Or call 0034 658 549 029

SPANISH OFFICIAL 4
TRANSLATOR

A friendly multi linguist
(Spanish, German, English, Swedish)
With over 20 years experience.

Reasonable rates for a fast
and efficient service
Hospitals/Padrons/Residencias/NIES
Trafico/Town Halls/Police/Notries

FREE CONSULTATION
SPECIAL SERVICES AVAILABLE FOR
REGISTRATION AT HOSPITALS
AND FOR TRANSLATION OF
LEGAL DOCUMENTS

References available.

Many clients in Los Altos & Dream Hills
Personal assistance over the phone -
Let me make those problematic Spanish
phone calls for you for just €20 a year.
Call Maria Sonia on (0034) 966 926 217
www.spanishofficialtranslator.com
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Tel: 648 077 816

& TAKE AWAY

Great Indian Food Freshly ‘

3 COURSE MENU DEL DIA
i SERVED 12.00AM - 4.00PM 3

ONLY €6.95! '
SPECIAL OFFER

| 4 COURSE MEAL SERVED 6PM - 9PM

&

OQ& o ONLY €9.95! b,
& Via Park V K

O% 965093479 & 966184951 & 687171309

Home deliveries arranged within 3Km for orders of €25+

2GB INDIAN RESTAURANT # _

%\ 616 306 778 & 966 189 358
k (Note new numbers)

House cleaning a bit too much for you?

Prefer someone else to do it?
We are the same friendly crew every time

and we have several satisfied regular customers
in the Dream Hills area. References available.

Why not phone for a quote.
Call Jane & Martin on

OFFICIAL & PROFESSIONAL
TRANSLATION SERVICES

Denuncias, Docs, Deeds, Town Hall,
Police Station, Courts, other authorities.
Fluent in German, English, Spanish.
Verbal and written translations for
Business, Legal or Personal matters.
Completion Certificates.
Resident or non-Resident Declarations
For more information contact me
Wednesday and Friday from 10:00 — 14:00
at Helvetia Office, next to Mercadona

in Playa Flamenca
or Telephone 619 488 293
STATE REGISTERED

Feeling the heat!
AFFORDABLE

ALL AIR CON SYSTEMS
HOT & COLD - SUPPLY & FIT
OR INSTALLATION ONLY.

SERVICING, RE-GAS & REPAIRS

ELECTRIC BOILERS: REPLACED/REPAIRED/RESITED

ALL WORK CARRIED OUT BY A

CITY & GUILD’S QUALIFIED INSTALLER.

MANY SATISFIED CLIENTS IN YOUR AREA.

Call Keith for a free quotation.
Tel: 965 326 163 & 649 584 493

AIR CON (:«ﬁ\




What’s Up? 3

After the briefest of vacation periods, the Spanish Cabinet
reconvened mid-month with just one subject on its mind: the
economy, which looks to be heading toward needing a full
bailout. Statements made by Prime Minister Mariano Rajoy and
his ministers have evolved from denying that there will be a full
rescue for Spain, to “let’s see first what the European Central
Bank does and then we’ll take a decision.” Some kind of bailout,
whether granted with soft or tough conditions, appears to be
inevitable now, and pensions — previously the one area in which
the government wasn’t willing to make cuts — are no longer
untouchable. Further tax rises may also be in the pipeline as
Rajoy’s administration battles to bring the deficit down to 6.3
percent of GDP by the end of the year.

As Economy Minister Luis de Guindos revealed, the Spanish
government believes that “the Eurogroup will define the
procedures [for a bailout] in the second week of September.” And
before that happens, the government wants to ensure that it is
able to meet its deficit targets, given that a rescue would be
conditioned by a request for continuous information about public
spending and revenue. “With the cuts that we’ve made, we more
or less know where we are in terms of spending,” says one
government source. “But we don’t know how revenues are going
to go.”

Meanwhile, some of the cuts that have already been introduced
will begin to take effect on September 1, when around 150,000
immigrants who are in Spain but do not have their residency
status in order will no longer qualify for free healthcare. Five
regions — Andalusia, Asturias, the Basque Country, the Canary
Islands and Catalonia — have said that they will ignore the new
rules from the central government and will continue to treat all
patients.  (Source: El Pais) Many, many doctors have also
complained against what they see as discrimination of the
‘paperless.’

Spain may yet be able to fend off a bail-out for some time. It
has some cash reserves and can still borrow at short maturities.
The euro area also has its temporary rescue fund, which will lend
the Spanish government the initial sum of money for the banks.
But even if Spain survives a hot summer, the markets are
signalling that it will need a full bail-out later this year. PM Rajoy
has described a bleak landscape with more than 900 billion € in
debt and where 8 hillion € in interest payments have to be met
next year. That would be a nightmare, and not just for Spain.
The Spanish government must borrow €385 billion until the end
of 2014 to cover its budget deficit and other needs such as bond
redemptions, according to economists at Credit Suisse. Even if
the IMF chips in a third as in previous bail-outs, European lenders
would have to find €250 billion or so. They have already
committed €100 billion to rescuing Spanish banks, so for other
emergencies they would have only €150 billion of the €500
billion now in their rescue Kitties.

The Spanish government’s budget program for 2013-2014,
which it handed in to Brussels in early August, includes legal
reforms that will affect the retirement age and speed up the date
for implementing changes, now set for 2027. The plan includes
restricting access to early and partial retirement, and faster
implementation of the new retirement age, possibly 67, as well
as different parameters for calculating pensions. Pensions are
currently the biggest expense on the Spanish budget. This year,
the government will pay out €120 billion, representing around a
quarter of all spending and over 10% of the nation’s GDP. The
Cabinet has frozen job offers in the public sector until 2014. The
measure is expected to save them 5.3 billion €.

And in the Health and Education sectors, there will be more
cuts in 2013 and 2014 which are expected to total €15 billion for
both years. The Government has said that the total cuts between
2012 and 2014 will be €102.149 billion.

The exit of capital from Spain was €41.294 billion in May, in
part because of the Bankia crisis. This year to May the exit capital
from the country was 163.185 billion €, compared to 14.598
billion last year for the same period.

The BBVA bank wants to accelerate the sale of the
stock of property the bank has in its portfolio. It says it
wants no property left at the start of 2014, and hopes it
can sell all the flats and shop premises in between 18
and 21 months. Most banks will try and dispose of
delinquent properties before a ‘bad bank’ is created.
This type of ‘bank’ will only pay a very low price for
the transferred delinquent loans relating to these
properties. Either way it will mean that property prices
will remain depressed for a long time to come.

Car sales fell by 17% in the worst July for sales in
history. Only 65,322 registrations occurred over the
month, and now the experts are saying the projection
for car sales in 2012 will be back at 1980 levels. The
vehicles which sold the most were the *micro’ cars,
up16.9% and the small four wheel drives, up 14.3%.

National Police have arrested a 33-year-old woman
in Valencia and her father, 64, on suspicion of fraud.
It seems they have been collecting their deceased
mother’s pension since 1992, when she died. According
to a statement from the police, in fifteen years (from
1997 to 2011) the amount of money paid in respect of
the pension was about 85,000 euros , to which must be
added the period between 1992 and 1997, for which the
National Institute of Social Security was unable to
provide the relevant information.

One of the main consumer associations in Spain,
FACUA, is advising people to campaign against the
government cuts. The government feels that by doing
this, the organisation is acting outside its authority and
playing politics, and says that it will remove the
association’s special status if it continues.

Nissan is to manufacture the new London taxis at the
plant in Barcelona. The Japanese will build a new ‘black
cab’ which is capable of turning around in just 7.6 m
which they say is 50% maore efficient than current taxis,
and is based on the NV200 van.

Spain's worsening economic crisis - coupled with deep
spending cuts in health means working under temporary
contracts with little hope of a permanent position in a
hospital - is prompting growing numbers of young
medics whose training has cost the country millions of
euros to leave to work abroad. Médica Colegial, the
body that represents Spain's medical associations, says
that in the first six months of this year it issued around
1,350 copies of medical licenses required under
European Union law for doctors and nurses who want
to work outside their own country. Last year it issued
2,349 such copies, and 1,835 the previous year. These
are just some of those leaving to work abroad; non-EU
states do not require the certificate.

Spain's 17 autonomous regions, who can no longer
borrow on international markets due to crumbling
confidence, are relying increasingly on the central
government's ability to tap investors on their behalf.
El Mundo headlines that the Government has threatened
to use article 155 of the Spanish Constitution for the
first time against the regional governments. Maria
Fernandez Curcias, the Secretary of State for Budgets,
said there was no leeway for irresponsibility, and she
warned Andalucia and Catalufia that the Government
has ‘very strong mechanisms’ available, including
taking control of the autonomous regions!

Derek just fitted strobe lights in the bedroom. . . . .. He
says it makes his wife look like she's moving during sex.

Did you hear about the Los Altos flasher who was
thinking about retiring?
He decided to stick it out for one more year.



What’s Up? continued

As the ‘dodgy’ Duke of Palma, Ifiaki Urdangarin, now faces
additional charges, he has asked for ‘temporary leave’ from
Telefénica with the suspension of his contract. The duke said
‘In the face of a possible open judicial procedure that | am facing,
| feel that could have some negative consequence on Grupo
Telefénica, and to avoid these possible effects, | have decided
to ask the company for ‘a temporary leave and the suspension
of my contract and my functions’. The duke’s main function
was to collect €2.7 million annually from Telef6nica - Issue 66.

Further details of the increase in Spanish IVA, hidden away
in the small print, have come to light. In yet another illogical
and seemingly desperate move, the central government has
decided to increase the "retention” (or retained part of a self-
employed, or "Autonomo's" monthly income) from 15% to 21%
from 1st September until the end of 2013. From 1%t of 2014 the
percentage will be 19%. A further nugget of wisdom buried away
in the 2013 draft budget act is the upward revision of excise duty
for biofuels, natural gas and butane. These increases will take
effect from January 1st 2013 and run indefinitely, meaning the
end of oil tax exemption for biofuels. The tax increases on oil
alone are expected to net the Government 1,150 million euros
per year. (Source:Cinco Diaz)

The DGT traffic authority in Spain is considering taking the
alcohol limit on the roads down to zero. It would mean that
anybody who had drunk just a drop of alcohol could be punished.
The DGT says alcohol starts to effect drivers after just one drop
and they are considering introducing a zero tolerance as has
already been applied to drugs. The current alcohol limits are 0.5
grams in a litre of blood, or 0.25 grams in a litre of breathed air,
reduced to 0.3 and 0.15 grams for drivers with less than two
years experience and for professional drivers. An increased
campaign in the hunt for alcohol and drugs ran from the 20th to
26th of August.

The municipality of San Vicente del Raspeig in Alicante has
reported the theft of a thousand feet of street lighting cable in a
neighbourhood of the town known as the "Sunflowers". Two
manhole covers were also stolen!

A cache of three tons of cocaine was intercepted 50 miles off
the coast of Cadiz last month. Among those arrested is a
57-year-old sergeant in the Guardia Civil. The sergeant,
according to investigations, acted as guarantor, reassuring those
who financed the drug shipments that the drugs could be landed
without problems. It has emerged that the sergeant is part owner
of a villa, several houses, two bars and possibly a hotel as well.
Maybe he is just careful with the housekeeping money?

A 75-year-old Briton has been arrested by the Guardia Civil
onboard his luxury yacht, ‘Arabian Sunshine’ crossing the Strait
of Gibraltar. The yacht was found to be carrying 1,038 kilos of
hashish. The Guardia Civil stopped the yacht when it was
halfway across the Strait even though it tried to escape when it
noticed the presence of the Guardia Civil. The value of the
drugs on the market would have been €1.6 million. Let’s hope
that the Guardias can hang on to it! They lose them occasionally!

In Alicante, two local policemen were injured, one seriously,
while questioning illegal street traders. The police were attacked
by a group of 15 Senegalese using sticks and metal bars. There
has been an increase in these violent confrontations locally.

The City of Alicante is stepping up its program regarding the
registration of dangerous dogs. If you fail to register what is
classed as an aggressive breed you now face a fine of between
€2,404 and €15,000! Eleven owners have already been fined
the lesser amount. Dangerous dogs must always be muzzled in
public and always on a lead.

Families

<My mother was a ventriloquist. She was always throwing her
voice. For ten years | thought the dog was telling me to kill my
father.

=Never raise a hand to your children - it leaves your groin
unprotected.

<My mother never saw the irony in calling me a son of a bitch.

THE RENDEZVOUS
L LT

Newspapers, magazines,
greeting’s cards,stationery.
Now selling Bread, Milk, etc.
Large Breakfast €5.50
Small €3; includes tea, coffee or OJ.
Menu del Dia
Monday to Saturday anly €5!
Sunday Lunch
3course €9.50; 2 for €8;1 for €6.
Choice of 6 starters & 6 desserts!
(Ircludes¥: bottlewine,
small beer or glass of pop)
Cigarette machine
Greatviews , smiling ladies,

& al fresco dining.

Phone: 626098953

Politics is the art of looking for trouble, finding it everywhere,
Groucho Marx

diagnosing it wrongly and applying unsuitable remedies.

In Spain’'s North African enclave, Cueta, outbreaks
of rabies in dogs are not uncommon. However, a
recent outbreak has forced the city to impose a six-
month ban on any dogs leaving the area. All dog
owners who wish to walk their dogs in the area must
now put a lead and a muzzle on their dog.

Traditionally, Spanish children have eaten hot meals
in the school canteen during a two-hour lunch break
for a monthly fee paid for by parents that averages
around 4.50 euros a day. With the deepening crisis,
which has left Spain with a 25 per cent unemployment
rate and seen public workers salaries slashed, many
parents are now opting to save money and send their
children (called Tupperware kids) to school with
homemade lunches. However, when the new school
year starts in September, parents may now find
themselves subject to a daily fee of up to 3 euros
depending on the region, even if they send children in
with a homemade meal. Families will have to stump
up for “the relative cost for the use of the dining room
and the supervision that entails”, state new guidelines
to be issued by the education board of Madrid.
Valencia says it will leave it to the school boards to
decide, but suggests a token symbolic payment of
€1.45aday! This is hardly ‘token’ as it comes to €29
a month for just one child!

If for some calamitous reason you find yourself in
prison in Spain, try to arrange it in Catalonia. The
amount spent on a prisoners’ food per day in
Catalonica is €11 each, whereas in the remainder of
Spain it is just €3.60! There are some 87 prisons in
Spain with a prison population of approx’ 80,000.

There have been 14 incidents of young people fallina
or jumping from balconies so A TE
far this year, four cases B R
resulted in death while others
have been seriously injured. ™
The Foreign Office and | ]
ABTA - The Travel
Association, have joined forces on a campaign to help
prevent balcony incidents among young people in
popular holiday resorts. In Majorca and lIbiza, for
instance, two of UK’s top tourist destinations, there
have been 9 cases — already matching figures for 2011,
despite only being part way through the season. Most
incidents involve young people between the ages of 18
and 35 and whilst not always the case, alcohol often
plays a part.




Round & About 5
The Orihuela Costa Summer Festival & —
The main event locally last month was the 5fest fiesta which was @ I_ I B E RTY

held in Orihuela Costa from August 15 to 19. The venue for most BAR & GRILL
of this was the walking/exhibition area close to the beach at Playa f VIA PARK III
Flamenca. This is actually the culmination of a 20-day fair, with|FRESH FOOD SERVED ALL DAY FROM 9:30am
some stalls and outlets, together with large marquees etc. There was SUNDAY LUNCHES ONLY €5

also a free concert each evening at this location starting on the first| .. , : )

night with a ‘Night on Broadway’ with singer dancer Solange Freyre,| «+#:7, THU‘?V?T:IC::Y:SEHS;;?QIE?UIZ v
followed on successive nights by a ‘Night of Jazz,” a ‘Night of| ™ N p
Flamenco’ and a “Night of Pop-Rock Music.’ WEDS & SAT 2PM BINGO > 757

Then on the final evening, August 19, the concert shifted to the MEALS START AT JUST €5!!

&
=

car park at the new La Zenia Boulevard commercial centre, where ALL FOOTBALL

the “big name’ Carlos Jean performed. Although many non-Spanish SHOWN ON FOUR SCREENS. :
may have never heard of this chap, Carlos Jean (photo) is very well WE DON’T SERVE FAST FOOD. -
- known among Hispanic and Latino| _#  WE SERVE FRESH FOOD AS \{
communities as a successful D.J., singer and FAST AS WE CAN .
songwriter, and is certainly a crowd puller. HAPPY HOUR 4 -7, MON TO SAT

He has received seven Latin Grammy| Frij August 31 & SEPT 14 at 9pm
nominations and features in the latest Coca|Northern Soul Nite - Classic 60’s &70’s!

Cola TV/cinema advert in Spain. Soul at its best
But, as one expects in these cases, not with DJ Johnny F.
. : everybody was happy with the 5fest| | ARGE SELECTION OF BEERS & SPIRITS
Firstly, business and private trader associations from the coast, BOTTLED BEER FROM £€1.00!
representing around 400 businesses, came out strongly against the Phone: 965 994 603

event saying that those who organised the fiesta - Pedro Mancebo
and a CLr colleague from the town hall - had reneged on previous promises he gave to the local businesses. They
complained that whereas Mancebo had assured them local businesses would always be consulted in relation to these
events, they were now met by a ‘conspiracy of silence.” They also stated that they did not want to see such events
organised in August as it took away business from the local establishments. It seems that the organising company for
the event wanted €300 from every business which wished to participate; a figure which local businesses say was
extortionate, particularly as in the past they were allowed to participate in similar events by the previous government for
little or no charge. But being realistic, €300 for 20 days is not onerous.

But then it was revealed by Informacion.es that Snr Mancebo, the newly appointed Councillor for the Coast, stated
that Carlos Jean was allocated a budget of €38,900 fee for performing on August 19. Naturally this raised many eyebrows
locally, particularly as a number of local services have been deteriorating because the council said it has ran out of funds.
Carlos Jean then announced that his fee was nothing like the budgeted amount! But of course one must remember that
the town hall does not hire the artists directly, it goes through a promotion company (coincidentally from the nearby
town of Jacarilla) Globalplay, and no one knows what their cut will be. In any event the Carlos Jean concert at the Zenia
Boulivard car park on the Sunday, was packed with the young and the young at heart, Spanish press say 8/9,000.
However, there was no parking in or near the event, so if you couldn’t walk to the event, you didn’t see it!

Now I believe it is very good for the area to have high profile events in the summer. Orihuela Costa was becoming a
bit sterile in terms of fiestas and public events. Much of the fiesta entertainment organised through the previous
administration was amateurish and puerile. You have to ‘spend the bucks’ on good artists/acts and promote them properly
if you want to draw the crowds. Although the Orihuela Tourist Office took out whole page adverts in local
English-language advertisers, very few locals | spoke to were aware of the event or visited it. A major issue also is the
main location of the fiesta — the frontage at Playa Flamenca. On two successive evenings we tried to park in the area to
check-out the entertainment, but all the available parking spaces were taken by the numerous holiday residents in the
apartments nearby. Tid and I, no doubt with many others, had to give up and go elsewhere. It was a similar case last
year and the lesson has not been learned. You can check-out some amateurish videos below of the event on YouTube,
but the sound is muted.......... mercively!
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=wYnALNZ2NAo & http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=GgFplvtfC-A

But Torrevieja also splashed-out the ‘big bucks’ on August 18. On that night the
popular Spanish Diva, Isabel Pantoja (photo), performed. The Torrevieja town council
paid the promoter €35,000 for the act, although the public, unlike those in Orihuela
Costa, were also charged between €25 to €40 each for the show, with not a single euro
going back to the town hall! The city council report that 2,000 saw the show, the
promoter says only 1,374. Pantoja is an intriguing character with an interesting g
biography, and will be the subject of another article in a future issue. She is due to
make another court appearance soon, possibly in early October, for alleged money laundering and other charges.

The Jemmy

' Speak Up! _ There’s been a prison riot and the Governor is interviewing
A judge asks a surly defendant if he has anything to say for one of the convicts involved. ‘I understand that your main
himself. The defendant mutters, ‘F**k all’ complaint was about the quality of the food,” says the
‘What did he say?’ asks the judge. Governor. ‘That’s right,’ replies the convict.
The court clerk turns to the judge and whispers, ‘The The Governor continues, ‘But what | don’t understand is how
defendant said “F**k all”, Your Honour.’ you escaped from your cell. What did you use to lever open

‘Really?’ replies the judge. ‘I could have sworn | saw his lips  the door?’
move.’ The convict replies, ‘A rice pudding.’



ALL BAR SUE

TUESDAY & SUNDAY
QUIZ 9pm +
. OPEN THE BOX
FRIDAY FUN DARTS | i
9pm + Raffle &
FROM MON - SUN o
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: FOOD SPECIALS EVERYDAY .
1 ONLY €5! '
1 1
[ ]
1
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1
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[ ]
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1

. (Ask staff for details)
1 Small Breakfast €2, Large €4!
: LARGE VARIED MENU
: - ALL FOOD FRESHLY COOKED
' BIRTHDAY PARTIES -
: A SPECIALITY!
' Special offers on drinks all day
1

Tel: 633 480 559

POWER-KLEEN

HIGH PRESSURE
WASHING

& STEAM-CLEANING
Sofas, Rugs, Metal Blinds,
Patios, Caravans & Boats

Full Car Valet Service

Window Cleaning

For a fast & reliable service give us a call.
Tel: 966 700 721 ; Paul 634 369 702 ;

Doris’s Depilatory
My wife, Doris, found out that our dog could
hardly hear, so she took it to the vet. The vet
said the problem was hair in the dog's ears.
He cleaned both ears and the dog could then
hear just fine. The vet told my Doris that if she
wanted to stop this recurring, she should get
some proprietary hair remover and rub it in
the dog's ears once a month.
Doris bought some and at the cash register,
the pharmacist told her, "If you're going to
use this under your arms, don't use deodorant
for a few days."
Doris said, "I'm not using it under my arms."
The pharmacist said, "If you're using it on your
legs, don't use body lotion for a couple of
days."
Doris replied, "No. I'm not using it on my legs
either. If you must know, I'm using it on my
Schnauzer.”
The pharmacist said, "Okay then, but stay off
your bicycle for about a week."

What do you call a Spanish sheep with no legs?

Gracias.

More Electrickery!

The cost of Electricity (consumption) will be increased by around 10%
in September, with charges being backdated to March of this year. This

is the third increase in 2012. It follows the increase in the cost of
electricity (supply) on the 1st of July of 3.95% and an increase of an
average of 6% of the 1st of April.

The combined two increases to supply of Electricity, together with the
increase in the consumption price of electricity and the increase in IVA
(which will only be applied from the date of IVA increase) means that
residents will now have to pay 50 euros more than expected to cover the
backdated period. This increase will also apply even to clients who are
billed by third parties, but whose electricity is ultimately supplied by
State-owned provider, Iberdrola. (Source: Tumbit)

Over many years the various governments have ‘protected’ the consumer
in Spain from the true cost of electricity. They kept end-user regulated
prices below the generators’ costs. Successive governments then
shied-away from passing the true cost on to the consumer because of
the likely political flak. This created a tariff deficit of €24 billion which
the government (or the taxpayer) now owes to the country’s biggest
electricity providers. The new government has promised to clear this
deficit by the end of 2013. If they were to keep the tariff deficit within
legal limits this year, they would have to increase the cost to the
consumer by 30% for this year alone. Even though the government may
securitise part of the debt to the suppliers, the price paid by the consumer
will eventually have to reflect the true production costs and there is no
escaping this. Brace yourself for further substantial price increases!

Magic Mick
Magic Mick (the famous Irish magician) was playing to a packed London
audience. When he came to the point in his act where he needed
someone to help him, he called up the biggest, strongest-looking man he
could find in the audience. When the helper came up on stage, Magic
Mick handed him a large rubber mallet and said, ‘When | put my head on
this wooden block, hit me as hard as you can. And don’t worry about
hurting me - it won’t affect me at all....at all. It’s my act.’
The man said, ‘OK, if you say so.’
So Magic Mick put his head on the block and said, ‘OK, hit me now!
Ten years later, Magic Mick woke up in a hospital bed from a coma,
looked around and yelled, ‘Ta-Da!’



Local News

Many of you will still recall the savage murder of the beautiful and
¢ popular 20-year-old Irish girl, Avril Louise Flanagan,
% on May 29, 2009. The horrific crime took place at the

. Aparthotel Playa Marina in Cabo Roig. Auvril, (photo)
had broken-up with her boyfriend, Alan Matthew
Daulby, 28, and had later called at the apartment to
| collect some belongings and to ask her ex-boyfriend
: to stop pestering her with phone calls. While there,
Daulby stabbed her 53 times. Daulby burnt all the clothes he was
wearing together with the rags he used to clean up the blood on waste
ground. However, there was blood evidence found in the suitcase
he used to carry the bloodied clothes. Dalby then drove for three
hours, but was detained by police in Oliva, about 200km away. The
murderer never made a statement e
during his three years in custody
but admitted that he had destroyed
two families.
In August, Dalby (photo) was
sentenced to 19 years in prison, one
year less that the maximum at the
request of a juror, which is odd. He
was also ordered to pay €110,000 compensation to Avril’s family,
which is nonsense, as he will never pay it! Either way, it is no
compensation for the tragic loss of a young life and a daughter.

Alcampo will open its 551 hypermarket on September 26 at the new
Zenia Boulevard Shopping Centre. It will be the biggest shopping
centre in Alicante and its fifth in the Valencian Community.
Alcampo hopes to create 1,800 new jobs locally with more than 3%
of these for people with disabilities/handicaps; so Man U supporters
can apply! But seriously, Alcampo - who are part of the Auchan
Group - are committed to promoting and developing local products.
Fresh fruit and veg will be obtained locally together with fish from
Santa Pola. Alcampo already purchases more than 160 million € a
year in products from Valencian suppliers.

The new hypermarket will also include a petrol station and an on-line
sales service (in English) for the supermarket products. As well as
a delivery service, you can pick up directly from the store where the
staff will load your shopping into your car in five minutes. The new
hypermarket will also stock 900 products originating from other
countries such as the UK, Germany, France and Russia. So, it could
be that you may never again run out of Pot Noodle, sauerkraut, shails
or borscht! Prices at Alcampo are expected to be lower than
Carrefour. The new store has a sales area of over 9,000 m2 with
more than 55,000 products. The fresh food area alone will occupy
2,500 m2.

The massive builders’ suppliers/hardware store Leroy Merlin is also
scheduled to open on-site at the same time.

Mercadona have just announced that they are going to absorb the
new IVA increases, at least for the time being. They say they have
not put up prices over the summer and that 90% of their more than
8,000 lines have the same price as a year ago, and it is only when
there is an increase in the price of raw materials are these passed on
to the shopper.

A very, very naughty Tom!
Kylie Minogue, Tom Jones and Elton John were walking over a bridge.
Kylie trips and gets her head jammed between the railings.

With scarcely a sideways glance, Tom pulls aside her G-String, and gives
her a seeing-to.

He stands back and tells Elton, "Your turn!"
Elton bursts into tears.
"What's up?" asks Tom.

Elton sobs, "My head won't fit through the railings!!"  (S.P.)

A warm welcome awa|ts you at
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39T BAR & GRILL %), G, o T8
Eat in or Take-Away “*?7:.{53 R -

Great food at unbeatable prices!
. Breakfasts from €2 e
&y Small pizza from €2.50 g
¥ Large Pizza from €5.90
Doner Kebab from €4
Half Chicken, chips, salad €7.45
Chicken Breast, chips & salad €5.95
Fish & Chips €5
Burger, chips & large beer just €5.50!
Falafel Plate, chips & salad €4.95
Veggie Kapsalon €5.50
Internet, printer, Cigarette machine
Pool table, Widescreen TV+ Sky Sports
Bingo & UIZ Nite
Sat.
Tel: 966 848 667 & 672 804 905
OPEN 7 DAYS - 10AM “TILL 1.15am
Via Park V

Local News - continued.

We may be knee-deep in a mire of austerity but it
does not seem to curtail the big spenders in the
local town halls. The PSOE opposition in
Torrevieja have lamented that the ruling PP town
council still ‘seem to be spending endlessly with
impunity.” Their latest grievance is that the
municipal website has cost €54,000 for the last
eight months - that’s a maintenance charge of
€6,750 per month or €225 per day! You can
check-out the website here -
http://torrevieja.es/sal/index.aspx

It is surprisingly dull, and unusually for a tourist
destination, it does not have a version in English.

The above coat-of-arms is that of Torrevieja. On
top is the Royal Crown with a diamond shape
underneath, with red and yellow stripes
representing the now extinct Kingdom of Aragon.
Under a blue sky (obvious) is one of the galleons
used to transport salt from the salinas.  The
salt-labourers cottages are indicative of early
Torrevieja and the damaged watchtower (from
which the town got its name) recalls the
devastating earthquake that destroyed the town in
1829.



THE PRICES OUTLINED BELOW DO NOT INCLUDE THE LATEST IVA INCREASES. CHECK WITH AZURETEL FOR DETAILS.

AZU retel Television - Internet - Teleph
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ITV 1 More 4 OFFER - TV PACKAGE ONLY
20 GREAT TV CHANNELS, PLUS

Sky News ITV2 4 RADIO STATIONS FOR JUST
BBC 1 Tv3 Channel 5 £19.99 PER MONTH (INCL. IVA).
BBC 2 iTVa Fox Movies ONE-OFF INSTALLATION
BBC 4 Channel 4 MBC Action CASH CHARGE OF €100.

The vision of the future Connecting you

internet

'ﬂiﬁﬁ-

The Azuretel system provides a
secure 2mb broadband service.
3mb & 4mb broadband also available.

‘M .

Azuretel’s technology offers customers a telephone
service with either a new local Spanish telephone
number or a UK Number, or both.

Azuretel call rates are more competitive than Telefonica,
just cents per minute for calls to the UK and Eire.

Distributors for MASMOV!L
Awesome rates!
3MB sroabsanD MULTI PACKAGE & FREE INSTALLATION
+ TELEPHONE with UK or  “UKTV
SPANISH Number e D o ALLS RIS €4 1 ) 99 PER MONTH

€32 . 99 per month SPANISH NUMBER
NO INSTALLATION CHARGE

__Www.azuretel.com cyrrrrern

Azuretel S.L. also offer a number of other attractively priced packages. Contact us for details.
All prices include IVA. Subject to Terms and Conditions.
Telephone: +34 965 999 201 Fax: +34 965 999 202 Email: info@azuretel.com Web: www.azuretel.com
CIF No. B54414636
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VIA PARK V
Open Tuesday Sunday from 10.00am
for Breakfasts, Croissants,
And our famous Burger Stacks,

Freshly Baked Filled Baguettes, Hand
made Desserts, Ice Cream Sundaes,

Children's Menu, Wallet Watcher Menu
and so much more........

Bistro open 6pm till 10pm 4
Tuesday to Saturday w
with our Special Nights:

Tues’ Evening — Steak and Wine Night

Wednesday Evening — Steak and Ribs

Friday Evenings —

Mixed Grill and Chop Night
FREE Children's Meal
between 6pm &7.30pm

Tuesday to Saturday &
see menu board for details
Sunday Roast served 12noon to 9pm
— just right after a day
at the Beach or Pool

Come and watch the Paralympics with us
Internet access with printer plus WiFi
With so much going on, book now!!

Tel: 966 798 122 &696 285 861

=

1“ ME BAR

ALL SPORTS ON 7 LARGE SCREENS! PREMIER
CATCH 3 GAMES AT 4pm EVERY SATURDAY! LEAGUE

SLIMMER’S WORLD EVERY MONDAY AT 11am.
MON & THURS AT 9PM DOMINOES & CRIB NIGHTS

FRIDAYS AT 9PM

vf‘e,\ FUN QUIZ NIGHT

&¢

%Qsl' WITH MEAT RAFFLE, \al
STAND-UP BINGO & ©

PLAY YOUR CARDS RIGHT!
&R JOIN THE LIME BAR
~# (™ GOLF SOCIETY & FISHING CLUBJ ¥ &’
W Free WiFi 2
Happy Hour Mon - Fri 4 ‘till 8 p
Tel: 659 899 831

Donna & Richard
Welcome you to

THE PHOENIX

SO W

TUESDAY UlZ =
WEDNESDAY - FUN DARTs
FRIDAY - QUIZ

+PLAY YOUR CARDS RIGHT
RAFFLE & GREAT PRIZES!

SOON
RACE NIGHT!

Place your bets!
Now Serving Evening Meals
(Due to demand please book

Sunday lunches by Friday)
ALL SPORTS ON

GIANT HD & 3D SCREENS
VIA PARK V

Harry has claustrophobia and agoraphobia at the same time.
He spends most of his time standing in doorways.

J.J. AND ROB WELCOME YOU
TO THEIR BLUE’S BROTHERS THEME BAR
EXCITING MENU - FRESHLY COOKED
N PR FRIDAY NIGHT IS
a0 FISH & CHIPS NIGHT!
) Icelandic Cod €6.
SUNDAYS: BARBECUE
o ON TERRACE FROM 2PM
N\\2

WEDNESDAYS - PAELLA NIGHTS!!
COOKED ON TERRACE - SET MENU

BREAD & ALIOLI, CHOICE OF PAELLA, ICE CREAM &
GLASS OF SANGRIA. ALL FOR JUST €9.95

FREE WiFi

ALL SPORTS ON BIG SCREEN TV’ S
693 985 122

i3 HELP FOR HEROES
I : VIA PARK YV

WRISTBANDS €3.
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\ P\R\P\ HAPPY HOUR 3 - 7pm
G\a%P‘%fL_QO\ Pints: Bavaria €1.40
PR pet IPA €2.50
X Stella €2.50
f 4 b Magners €2.50
ca e a r Can: Flavoured Cider €2

VIA PARK |11

COMPREHENSIVE MENU FEATURING EVERYTHING
FROM GREAT STEAKS, LAMB & GAMMONS
TO CURRIES, BURGERS AND FISH & CHIPS

HOMEMADE CHIPS, NEVER FROZEN!

BREAKFASTS FROM JUST €3 WHICH INCLUDE O.J. TEA OR COFFEE!
STEAK MEAL DEAL FOR TWO JUST €20 INCL. BOTTLE OF WINE

IF YOU ARE REALLY, REALLY HUNGRY THEN TRY OUR OMG wmenu.

COME AND TRY OUR FAMOUS SUNDAY LUNCH MAIN COURSE JUST €5;

BINGO! EVERY WEDNESDAY & SATURDAY AT 2 PM. COME EARLY!

‘{Iﬁa\ WEDNESDAY NIGHT FUN QUIZ WITH STEWART
Q,— !f INCLUDING STAND-UP BINGO
1 3 AND PLAY YOUR CARDS RIGHT!

RACE NIGHT SEPTEMBER 6TH AT 9PM !

SATURDAY NIGHT KARAOKE!

| CK1 FOR THE BEST PRICES ON THE COSTA!!
BOTTLES OF BUD, BECKS, BAVARIA, ESTRELLA, JUST €1.20

HOUSE SPIRITS €2.00; BRANDED SPIRITS €2.50!

For bookings telephone 968 972 906 or 637 046 438.

The Long Wait
It was a very busy night at the restaurant. Harry places his order, but waits ages for anything to turn up.
Finally, a young man arrives and starts handling out plates. ‘Are you the waiter who took our order?’ asks Harry.
‘Yes, sir,” says the waiter.
‘Funny,’ says Harry, ‘| was expecting someone much older.’



NMAY OLE

FINANCIALEIFSERVICES

Independent Financial Advisors

v Mortgages
Vv  Investments
Vv  Pension & Retirement Planning
QROPS [ Possible release of money |
Life Insurance & Critical Illlness
Avalon Funeral Plans DISCOUNTS AVAILABLE
Tax planning

Inheritance Tax Planning

Maypole Financial Services offer impartial advice and as we are

independent we are able to advise on products from the whole of the market.

Initial discussions are FREE and always without obligation.

Telephone Mike Heighway
Your LOCAL Financial Advisor

Office: 966844979

Mobile: 634305881

Email: maypolefs@yahoo.co.uk

Murphy
A Muslim was sitting next to Murphy on a plane.
Murphy ordered a whiskey.
The stewardess asked the Muslim if he'd like a drink also.
He replied in disgust "I'd rather be raped by a dozen whores than let liquor touch my lips!"
Murphy handed his drink back and said "Me too, | didn't know we had a choice!"
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SPECIAL OFFER
FOR DREAM HILLS

HAVE YOUR OLD ALUMINIUM WINDOWS & DOORS
UPGRADED TO UPVC
HELPS TO PREVENT CONDENSATION
KEEPS COLD OUT AND HEAT IN
HIGH SECURITY LOCKING SYSTEM
28mm DOUBLE GLAZED SEALED UNITS
REDUCES NOISE & SAVES ENERGY
5 YEAR GUARANTEE |
5 WINDOWS (TILT & TURN) |
I PATIO SLIDING DOOR lI

1 SIDE/BACK DOOR |
ONLY €2,950.00! Mt
~[IZ222 (For other areas please phone) N
ALSO INFILLS FOR PORCHES & PATIOS
FRONT DOORS
GLASS CURTAINS
CONSERVATORIES

TEL: ANDY ON 667 196 313 / 965 060 233
OR CALL AT 575 DREAM HILLS

DO YOU NEED

AN ELECTRICIAN?

OR APLUMBER?
ALSO GENERAL REPAIRS
& HOUSEHOLD MAINTENANCE
+NO JOB TOO SMALL
& NO JOB TOO BIG!
CALL ED ON
693 661 958
Based in Dream Hills.

High state subsidies to trade unions
There is no crisis for the trade unions in Spain. At least, there wasn’t
in 2011 when they received direct subsidies from the Spanish state
adding up to over €18m.
The two major trade unions, CCOO (Confederacion Sindical de
Comisiones Obreras) and UGT (Union General de Trabajadores)
received the largest subsidies of over €7m each.
The subsidies for 2011, which were published on August 16 in the
Official State Bulletin (BOE), were given to the trade unions “for
the realization of activities of trade union character” and to
participate in the organs of the Ministry of Labour and Immigration
that was replaced by the Ministry of Employment and Social Security.
The total amount of €18.3m was distributed to 79 trade unions in
the whole country. CCOO received €7.50m in total, while UGT
received €7.38m. (Although not mentioned in the report, the larger
unions also receive substantial funding from some of the regional
left-wing governments such as Andalucia.)

Preparing for a "hot autumn'

There have been rumours about a possible merger between the two
major unions, CCOO and UGT, which are preparing for a ‘hot
autumn’ with street protests against the government’s measures to
tackle the economic crisis, including the labour reform, reduced
unemployment benefits, reduced benefits to public sector employees
and increased taxes.
The third union to have received the largest subsidies is the
employers’ union, Confederacion Espafiola de Organizaciones
Empresariales (CEOE), which received €2.13m for its participation
in the consultative organs. (Source: El Confidencial)
Meanwhile down in Andalucia, roaming gangs of left-wing activists
led by a communist mayor, Sanchez Gordillo, have been raiding -
what we would call shoplifting - from a number of Mercadona and
Carrefour supermarkets, to supply food to the needy. In one case
20 shopping trolleys of staple foodstuffs were taken. Although the
police have been called to every incident, the supermarket chains
have been loath to prosecute the thieves to date.

The Unkindest Cut

Shlomo said to his friend Moshe, ‘Moshe, did | tell you that my
Hetty had plastic surgery the other day?’

‘No, you didn’t,’” replied Shlomo.
‘Yes,’ said Shlomo, ‘I cut up her credit cards.’

Letters to-the Editor
Can you please record our gratitude to Ed the
electrician, who advertises in your enjoyable
magazine. During the very hot weather all our
fuses blew and could not be reset. Ed came
immediately and after checking almost every wire
in the house, isolated and corrected the problem.
We now have the air-conditioning back and can
boil a kettle at last!
John J.

We would like to thank the security guards in
Dream Hills for their professionalism and
vigilance. While patrolling early one morning
recently, they discovered ‘Norwegian’ Roger lying
in his garden in a very painful condition. The
appropriate services were called. Shortly
afterwards a broken shoulder was diagnosed and
treated in Torrevieja Hospital.
Well done, Guys!
JJ. & Rob

Council searches for cheap white ass!
The Orihuelanos are looking for a white donkey or
ass. If a new bishop for the city arrives, tradition
demands that he does so sitting on a white donkey
or ass. This is due to take place on September 27
and it is a big Spanish tourist event, reportedly
attracting thousands, with a procession, horses, the
whole shebang. As this has only happened three
times in the last 50 years, it is considered a major
local event. Interestingly it is the responsibility of
the town council to produce the rare Equus
africanus asinus, but figures being mentioned for
the rental of one peak at around €2,000! (Hence
the inflammatory and misleading headline.) | also
see on one of the Spanish newspapers that the new
bishop, Jesus Valencia Murgui, comes from
Mallorca where some of his clerical colleagues
there have a less than laudable opinion of him, one
referring to the bishop as "su Excelencia, el mudo™
(His Excellency, the dumb). Well, he should feel
truly at home with some of our local councillors!

Romanians
The Romanians did well at the Olympics: They
took, two Gold, five Silver and two Bronze at the
stadiums. Unfortunately they also took the brass,
lead and iron as well.



Sport’s News

Golfing in Andalucia - the outlook.

The Andalucia Government has ignored the request from the
Andalucia Tourist Board, regarding the application of the higher rate
of IVA/VAT on golf course charges. The maximum rate of 21% IVA
will come into effect in September, in the same way as in other sports
and entertainment pastimes. The previous rate has been 8%. This
represents a massive increase.

The golf industry thinks that the IVA increase is a grave mistake which
will send people to other golf destinations. They state that golf in the
region last year brought 425,000 foreign travellers to Andalucia for
the main purpose of playing golf.

The golfer tourists generally stay in Andalucia for 11.7 days, a longer
time that the general tourist, and the golfers generally go out to play
on a course an average 4.6 times.

For every day in Andalucia, they calculate that the golfer spends
€80.31 a day, €20 more than the average of other tourists. Two thirds
of tourist golfers stay in hotels, they say.

There are 106 golf courses in Andalucia, almost a quarter to the
Spanish total.

Lime Bar Golf Society Los Altos, Orihuela Costa

The golf society’s venue for the 15th August 2012 was held at the
Mar Manor Golf Course.

This course is favoured by our players and was in very good condition.
This resulted in the scores being fairly good and the players enjoyed
a good days golf.

The competition was in the stableford format, and the scores were
recorded, as follows:-

Nearest the Pin on the 2nd was Paul Abbot.
Nearest the Pin on the 8th No Winner.
Nearest the Pin on the 14th was Mick Slater.
Nearest the Pin on the 17th was Rob Adair.
Best Guest was Dale Edwards with a score of 39 points.
Silver Class runner up was Barry Shawyer with a score of 34 points.
Silver Class winner was Paul Abbot with a score of 39 points.
Gold Class runner up was George Barton with a score of 38 points.
Gold Class winner was Mick Slater with a score of 39 points.
.“-.«.’i }

A day’s golf in pleasant company, ! -

with a thank you to Norman Dobson
who manages this event for us with &
the assistance of Stewart Coleman; gt =
also thanks to the Staff at The Lime?
Bar for providing an enjoyable meal.
Good luck to our new appointed
Captain Mick Slater and Vice Captain
Stewart Coleman.

Anyone wishing to join our friendly society please contact the Lime
Bar at Via Park 111 Los Altos.

(Colin Clarke)

French CRS police
guestioning a
suspected Hell’s
Angels drug mule.
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Macklin’s
Welcome Inn

n Via Park 111

Watch all live sports in comfort!
Snooker Happy Hour 12 - 6
Monday to Friday €3 per hour

m Other times €6 per hour.

Bookings please call 965 319 512

m Monday’s - Darts
Tuesday’s - Pool
Wednesday’s -Macklin’s Poker League,
Texas Hold’em from 7pm
Thursday’s - Sarah’s Bingo from 3pm
with Snowball Jackpot!
Saturday’s - Fun Quiz with Rings - 8pm
Quiz prizes for winner & loser,
with cash & other prizes for Rings
€1 p.p.
Sunday’s - Karaoke from 9pm - 12
With "Rock-a-Billy Rebel"

All major sporting events shown throughout
the week on our plasma screens.
INTERNET BOOTHS WITH PRINTER
LICENSED TO SELL CARTONS OF
CIGARETTES

—
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PHOENIX GOLF SOCIETY

The monthly outing was held at Autoreal Golf
Club.

The course was penalizing if you strayed from the
fairway as many members discovered, and with
the extreme heat the members suffered with the
results as follows....

Overall winner.......... Dave Cahill
Gold catergory.......... Mike Heighway
Silver catergory........ Ron Smith

Bronze catergory.......Jim Wadell

Best Guest................ Mick Slater

The nearest the pins were won by Jim Wadell and
Mike Heighway.

The must try harder award went once again to Les
Roundthwaite.

The next outing is Captains Day at Hacienda De
Alamo on Saturday 15th September, visitors
welcome.

Details of the society can be found in the Phoenix
Bar, Via Park5, Dream Hills

(John Bradbeer)

Rachel’s New Ring
Sadie was talking to her best friend Rachel. ‘Is that
a new ring | see you're wearing, Rachel?’
‘Yes it is, Sadie,” replied Rachel. ‘My husband Max
bought it for me. It’s special. | call it my mood ring.’
‘Why do you call it that?’ asked Sadie.
‘Well, when I'm in a good mood it turns green, and
when I’'m in a bad mood, it leaves a red mark on his
forehead.’
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The Pulmon de Oro.
This August, to mark the 115™ anniversary of the
discovery of the Iberian bust - the Lady of Elche,
a local Royal Elche society organised the first
International Championships of Olive-stone
Spitting. The event titled "Pulmén de Oro" or
Lung of Gold, attracted ‘athletes’ from near and
far....well as far as Alicante anyway. Local

TRANSLATOR & COMPUTER TRAINER

If you find computers too complicated or need assistance
in your everyday Spanish life, then, I'm your man!

Computer training and translations are my speciality. | live
in the Dreams Hills area. I'm originally from Spain, and have
two years of experience as a translator, and many years
dealing with computers, since | have two computer-related

college degrees from the US.

Please, let me know if you need any assistance with the
following:

TRANSLATIONS
*HOSPITALS / DOCTORS
POLICE REPORTS
*OFFICIAL TRANSLATIONS
(STAMPED)

Elche man, Demetrio Lopez (photo), took the
title with a record of 22.8 metres.

COMPUTER TRAINING
*WINDOWS XP, VISTA, 7

*MICROSOFT OFFICE
(WORD, EXCEL, POWER
POINT, ACCESS, ETC.)

; . *UNOFFICIAL WRITTEN *INTERNET
High Windst TRANSLATIONS *EMAILING
Although August has been a ‘scorcher,” many "MESSENGER

*NIE / RESIDENCIA
*DRIVING LICENCES
*COURT

*TOWN HALLS
*SCHOOL MEETINGS

CALL DAVID NOW

689 416 103
Your experienced native Spanish translator!
Your experienced computer teacher!
EMAIL: torrevieja_translation@yahoo.com

areas have also had to endure very high winds.
In the City of Alicante, five seemingly healthy
palm trees were blown down in two weeks,
injuring one woman and destroying a car.

*PRINTER & SCANNER
*SECURITY & ANTIVIRUS
*VIRUS REMOVAL

*PC CONFIGURATIONS

Idiot of the Month Award

The award this month is shared by two individuals who in their own individual way have brought incompetence to new
and one has to say, entertaining levels.
Work has now finished on the controversial and unpopular statue commissioned by Carlos Fabra, former President of the
Province of Castellon, (now charged with fraud and a number of other offences), situated on the roundabout immediately
in front of the terminal building at Castellon Airport. See photo.
The 25 metre high, 20 ton bronze sculpture has now had the scaffolding
surrounding the structure removed following the placement of a stainless steel
8 model airplane at it's highest point. Although it has been widely reported that the
statue / sculpture is of the president of Aerocas (the company behind the
development of the airport), Fabra, this has been denied by the artist. Barely four
= weeks ago headlines in the Spanish press mocked the model being manoeuvred
. into position, noting the "arrival of the first airplanes at Castellon Airport".

The reported cost of the sculpture has overrun the €300,000 budget by some

“1 £127,000, although none of this has yet been paid to Juan Rippolles, the artist.

Following the lavish ‘opening ceremony’ at the airport in March of 2011, no airplane has yet arrived at the facility, it is
expected that Aerocas will forego the embarrassment of an official unveiling ceremony for the piece. The shared award
this month does not go to the artist, (as all artists have an over-inflated opinion of their work anyway) but to Carlos Fabra,
who once again has illustrated that not only can Valencian politicians waste massive amounts of our money, but they can
also extend the borders of bad taste to incredulous levels.

A nineteenth-century wall-painting that was in the Sanctuary of Mercy Church in the ancient
town of Borja in Zaragoza, has been the subject of an attempted restoration, which has been
a disaster. The original painting was by the Valencian painter Elias Garcia Martinez, but
it had been neglected for over a century and was in dire need of repair. Conscious of the
austere times, a local 80-year-old lady, Cecilia Gimenez, threw caution to the wind, and
" although mindful that the ‘road to Hell is paved with good intentions’ decided that she
would restore the painting herself. Unfortunately the result as you will see from the ‘before
& after’ photo has been a disaster. The local mayor stated that the octogenarian from the
municipality, acted on her own "without asking anyone's permission," but had "good intentions". If there is a vengeful God
she is surely going straight to Hell but if it is a forgiving one, she will probably be painting the toilets in Heaven for eternity!

High-tech Dad?
I was visiting my son and daughter-in-law last night when | asked if | could borrow a newspaper.
‘This is the 21st century, Dad," he said. "We don't waste money on newspapers. Here, you can borrow my iPod.'
| can tell you, that bloody fly never knew what hit it. (Lee Bell & others.)



Fly Screens 4 U!!

‘Feel the breeze not the bites’

Bernie, Michelle and family arrived in Spain September 1999. After
commuting to the UK every month with Bernie’s business commitments,
it was getting very stressful. So in 2003 Bernie and Michelle looked at
insect screens rather than high-maintenance rollers and sliders; after
extensive research over a 12 month period they invented their unique
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{Datches ‘n’ Ping
Qualified Seamstress

40 yrs. Experience
o

'@ Turn-ups WY
3 to X
Tailoring ’

Patterns taken from

100% magnetised and totally flexible, frameless fly screen system for
any shaped windows and doors.

Fly Screens 4 U have brought the cost of installing fly screens to an
affordable level for everyone to FEEL THE BREEZE NOT THE BITES!

your favourite clothes.

Reasonable Prices
Phone:; Sandra 966 799 188
\__Mobile: 680 486 336 /

HAVING A PROBLEM
WITH YOUR PC?

HARDWARE?
SOFTWARE?
ORBOTH? ™

PROBLEMS WITH
THE INTERNET?

| CAN HELP!

REASONABLE PRICES AND
NO CALL-OUT CHARGES

Fly Screens 4 U supply individually tailored fly screens for windows
starting from as little as €39 and for security grill doors from only €69!

One of their new inventions for 2012 is a totally flexible fly screen door LOCALLY.

for patio/doors for only €99! CALL AROLD ON

All Fly Screens 4 U products are measured, made and fitted by Michelle, 633 480 559

with a same day service available if required. The special magnets used

are UV protected and have a lifetime guarantee.

Now they are in their 8th year with countless happy customers, going

from strength to strength with their new summer promotion of a gift of Good News?
WS

an electricity energy saver which could help to reduce your electricity .
costs and help to pay for your fly screens, on all orders over 3 windows. || A young man gets engaged to the woman of his

We carry with us a sample window incorporating our unique flexible fly (| dreams. He rushes to tell his father and says,
screen to demonstrate how the system works. Dad! I've found a woman just like mother!

If you would like to know more about Fly Screens 4 U, His father gives him a CO[)O] stare and says, ‘So what
then please contact us on 965 078 877 or 695 504 034. do you want: sympathy

The Spanish public healthcare system - an anomaly.
The government's plan to completely exclude illegal immigrants from the public healthcare system has been adapted to include
a minor concession: undocumented foreigners will be able to access medical services only under specific circumstances, or
for a price.
The proposal being drawn up is similar in effect to an insurance policy for private healthcare. For the under-65s, the cost will
be 710.40 euros a year, or 59.20 a month. For those over 65, the fee will rise to 1,864.80, or 155.40 euros a month. In both
instances the payment will allow access only to basic state healthcare services. Costs for medicine and health transport services
will be excluded and should a monthly payment be missed, the policy-holder will have their medical access suspended for
three months.
As in a previous decree signed in April, minors and pregnant women are excluded from the policy system and entitled to free
healthcare, except for prescription medicines when they will have to pay 40 percent of the cost.
Many regions, including Andalusia, the Basque Country and Asturias, plan to oppose the Health Ministry's order to bar the
doors of surgeries to non-resident immigrants as of September. The Spanish Society of Primary Care Physicians has already
called on doctors to ignore the government decree.
The anomaly arises if you are a non-Spanish EU citizen living in Spain who has not paid Spanish social security payments.
Under the Valencian healthcare payment system, the cost will be 270 euros per quarter for those below retirement age and
330 euros per quarter for those above it (See Dream Scene No.32). Now this means that a ‘paper-less’ non-pensioner illegal
immigrant would pay just 59.20 euros a month for healthcare, whereas a similarly aged EU-citizen here, legally resident, would
pay 90 euros per month. Makes you think!

It's so quiet out here in the wilds you can hear a mouse get a hard-on. John Belushi
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Property news still grim and getting grimmer!
Spain desperately needs to sell a glut of new homes, and nurse
it’s battered construction industry back to health, so what does
the Government do? The one thing most likely to achieve the
opposite, namely raising the cost of buying new homes by
increasing VAT from 4% to 10%, adding thousands of Euros
to the average new property purchase from the beginning of
next year.

I wrote about this issue a couple of weeks ago, but at that stage
it wasn’t clear if the Government was going to raise VAT on
new homes or not, having raised it on pretty much everything
else, including home refurbishment from 8% to 21%, ensuring
that from now on everyone will pay for home refurb’s in cash.
With both VAT and the tax on resales (ITP) going up, we
might see a big comeback in under-the-table cash payments,
also known as “B money”, after years of steady decline. Tax
evasion is a national sport, and this Government is going to
give it a big boost. | wouldn’t be surprised if they raise less
tax as a consequence.

The Government has also scrapped mortgage tax relief on
primary residencies, and according to analysis by
Idealista.com, a property portal, the price of new primary
residencies will have to fall an additional 10 to 20% if buyers
are to avoid having to spend more money on a home purchase.
You can read more about the increase in VAT on new homes
here:
http://mww.spanishpropertyinsight.com/buff/2012/07/13/what-
happens-if-government-lets-the-vat-reduction-on-new-homes-
expire/

(Source: Spanish Property Insight)

Spanish residential property sales fell by 11.4% last month,
compared to July of 2011, reaching a total of 25,405 units,
according to a report released yesterday by the National
Institute of Statistics (INE).

After a slight recovery in 2010, sales have now fallen for a
straight 16 months, with property sales falling by 17.1%
overall throughout 2011.

During the property boom years up to the burst of the bubble
in 2007 as many as 80,000 property transactions per month
were commonplace - more than triple the level seen currently.
As prices and transactions in the housing market continue to
shrink, the number of mortgages awarded has also dropped
for the 26™ successive month. The number of home loans in
June stood at 24,321, 25.2% below the same month in 2011.
But it is not just the Spanish banks who have been throwing
good money after bad here. Deutsche Bank recorded a 40.5%
default in loans to the Spanish property sector at the end of
June 2012. Out of 436.4 million euros in loans to the
construction and real estate sectors, a whopping 187.2 million
is doubtful.

The stock market has predicted nine out of the last five recessions.
(Paul Samuelson - Economist)

Keep out of the bins!

An example of how the recession is biting comes
from Girona where the City Hall is locking the
rubbish containers in the streets to what avoid what
they said was a ‘humiliating’ scramble for food.
Outside supermarkets the padlocks are in use as many
look for items thrown out after the ‘best before’ date.
Girona is the first city in Spain to crack down on bin
scavenging. Girona Town Hall has adopted a scheme
to feed the very poor, and has set up distribution
centres where they can obtain essential items. In
Madrid there are fines of as much as €750 for people
who go through the bins because the authorities say
it dirties the streets. It seems the authorities are
missing the point here!

q’_ﬁ

Keep the kids off the weed!
In a recent report, Efe reports that the Cannabis
Associations estimate that 2% of the Spanish
population aged 15 to 64 year olds use cannabis daily,
with an average monthly expenditure of 100 euros.
They believe that marijuana users in Spain invest 86.9
million euros each month to buy this substance,
which represent 1,163 million a year.
In another study lasting more than 20 years,
researchers have followed the lives of a group of
people from Dunedin in New Zealand.
They assessed them as children - before any of them
had started using cannabis - and then re-interviewed
them repeatedly, up to the age of 38.
Having taken into account other factors such as
alcohol or tobacco dependency or other drug use, as
well the number of years spent in education, they
found that those who persistently used cannabis -
smoking it at least four times a week year after year
through their teens, 20s and, in some cases, their 30s
- suffered a decline in their 1Q.
The more that people smoked, the greater the loss in
1Q. The effect was most marked in those who started
smoking cannabis as adolescents.
For example, researchers found that individuals who
started using cannabis in adolescence and then carried
on using it for years showed an average eight-point
1Q decline.
Stopping or reducing cannabis use failed to fully
restore the lost 1Q. More info’ here -
http://www.bbc.co.uk/news/health-19372456

Goodbye, Mom!
A young man shopping in Iceland supermarket noticed a little old lady following him around. If he stopped, she stopped.

Furthermore she kept staring at him.

She finally overtook him at the checkout, and she turned to him and said, ‘I hope | haven't made you feel ill at ease; it's just

that you look so much like my late son.’
He answered kindly, ‘That's okay.’

‘I know it's silly,” she said, ‘ but if you'd call out “Goodbye, Mom” as | leave the store, it would make me feel so happy.’
She then went through the checkout, and as she was on her way out of the store, the man called out, "Goodbye, Mom."

The little old lady waved and sweetly smiled back at him..

Pleased and uplifted that he had brought a little sunshine into someone's day, he went to pay for his groceries.

‘That comes to €121.85,” said the clerk.
‘How come so much? | only bought 5 items,’ said the man.

The clerk replied, ‘Yes, but your Mother said you'd be paying for her things, too.’

Pete Dudman



Warning from British Embassy regarding rented properties.
The British Embassy warns homeowners to ensure they rent
properties in accordance with Spanish law The British Embassy
has become aware of a number of cases where homeowners have
been fined up to €30,000 for letting properties without the correct
permits.

Last month the Embassy published advice for homeowners who
rent out their properties or are considering doing so, which can be
found on the UKinSpain website.

Short-term lets:

The regulations on letting tourist apartments (apartamentos
turisticos) and holiday homes (viviendas vacacionales) vary by
region. If you are planning on making a financial return by renting
out your existing property, or buying one to let, you are
recommended to seek independent legal advice and check the local
licensing laws with your local town hall.

This is particularly important in Catalonia, the Balearic Islands
and Canary Islands where the rental of holiday properties on a
short-term basis is strictly regulated. The authorities in these areas
are cracking down on homeowners who rent out their properties
to tourists (particularly through online adverts) without complying
with Spanish law.

If you own or are planning to buy an apartment which is part of a
Comunidad de Propietarios (Committees of property owners who
are responsible for the management of communal areas of
apartment buildings/complexes), you should also check whether
there are any rules that prohibit or restrict short-term letting.
Long-term lets:

Owners who rent out properties on a long-term basis are generally
not required to apply for a special licence. However, it is worth
seeking professional advice to make sure that you are complying
with Spanish legislation and that you are using the correct rental
contract.

There are different types of contracts depending on how long the
property is being let for, such as arriendos de vivienda which are
for a minimum of five years, and arriendos de temporada which
are generally for one year or less. You can get copies of these
contracts from tobacconists (estancos).

Taxes:

Owners of properties should also be aware that whether or not you
are resident in Spain, you will need to declare rental income to the
Spanish tax authorities. Homeowners may wish to seek advice
from a professional tax adviser (asesor/gestor).

Further information

Advice on renting out property in Spain on the UKinSpain website
- http://ukinspain.fco.gov.uk/en/help-for-british-nationals/living-
in-spain/property-in-spain/before-you-buy/renting-out-property
FAQs on letting property in Spain (in Spanish) from the Sociedad
Publica de Alquiler (Public Rental Society) -
http://www.spaviv.es/informacion/faq_lau_propietario.php

Lists of local English-speaking lawyers can be found on the
consular pages of the UKinSpain website.

The Lone Ranger and Tonto
The Lone Ranger and Tonto went camping in the desert. After

they got their tent all set up, both men fell sound asleep.
Some hours later, Tonto wakes the Lone Ranger and says,
'Kemo Sabe, look towards sky, what you see?'

'The Lone Ranger replies, 'l see millions of stars."’

'What that tell you?' asked Tonto.
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Bits & Bobs
Adios! To date in 2012, Spain’s migration has
exceeded immigration. The National Statistics
Institute (INE) has shown how the economic crisis
in Spain has reversed the trend with migration and
immigration, with an increasing number of Spanish
people deciding to try their luck abroad.
According to estimates by the INE, Spain received
just 178,021 immigrants in the first 6 months of the
year, compared to 269,515 leaving the country over
the same period.
Based on the latest statistics, the data show that the
worsening economic crisis in recent months in Spain
and the high unemployment rate have doubled the
number of Spanish who have opted to seek fortune
in other countries.
The INE report indicates that, in 2011 the vast
majority of those leaving the country went to the
United Kingdom, United States, Germany, Ecuador,
Switzerland and Venezuela.

Cyclists, like pedestrians and motorcyclists, remain
a vulnerable group on Spanish roads. During 2010,
a total of 3,496 cyclists suffered an accident in Spain,
and 67 of them died - 20% more than in 2009. This
is the highest rate in Europe. Young people between
15 and 17 years and those aged between 55 and 64,
are the groups with the highest rate of casualties In
Spain, two in ten cyclists have suffered an accident
and most of them (77.5%) were the result of a fall
according to a MAPFRE study. Currently, about
20.5 million Spanish people (mostly men under 30)
have a bike, of which about three million use it
almost daily and some 15 million less frequently for
leisure purposes.

Unlike other European countries, in Spain, the
highest concentration of accidents is recorded
outside the cities.

Barcelona, arguably the birthplace of the modern
bank, did not tolerate bankrupt bankers. According
to Edwin Hunt’s and James Murray’s History of
Business in Medieval Europe, under a law passed in
1321, bankers who were in default were given only
bread and water and had to settle their accounts
within a year. In 1360 one banker, Francesc Castello,
“was beheaded in front of his own bank.”

The Lone Ranger ponders for a minute then says, 'Astronomically speaking, it tells me there are millions of galaxies
and potentially billions of planets. Astrologically, it tells me that Saturn is in Leo. Time wise, it appears to be
approximately a quarter past three in the morning. Theologically, the Lord is all-powerful and we are small and
insignificant. Meteorologically, it seems we will have a beautiful day tomorrow. What's it tell you, Tonto?"'

"You dumber than buffalo-shit, Kemo Sabe. It mean someone stole the tent!"

(Pete Dudman)
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Shortcomings in Aviation?
A consumers’ organisation, CEACCU, ‘The Spanish Confederation of Organisations of Housewives, Consumers and
Users’, has called on the Director General of Civil Aviation to investigate Ryanair and the emergency landings for lack
of fuel by the three planes on the same day, July 26, in Valencia. It appears that ‘Mayday’ was radioed on all three
occasions. El Pais reports that they say if irregularities are found, the airline would face a suspension of the licence to
fly in Spain for as long as three years, and a fine of 4.5 million €.
Ryanair spokesman, Stephen McNamara, is quoted in El Pais as saying all the Ryanair flights operate with fuel levels
demanded by Boeing and the European Air Safety Agency. ‘This includes that necessary for taxiing, when in the air,
diversions in the case of unforeseen circumstances'.
El Mundo reports that the Ministry for Development has warned Ryanair that they risk losing their licence. The paper
states that in two years they have more than 100 disciplinary warnings, and now there is the ongoing investigation for
operating below the recommended fuel limit.
Ryanair’s Spanish problems then seem to be compounded by a number of further incidents. On August 21, a Ryanair
plane about to depart from Valencia for Brussels appeared to have aviation fuel squirting from one of its wings. The
passengers were ordered to leave the plane and after a two and a half hour delay due to a “‘minor technical breakdown’,
the plane took off for Brussels. Then on August 25, on a flight just about to depart from Menorca to Madrid, the pilot
noticed ‘an anomaly’ and 180 passengers were returned to the terminal. The passengers were then kept for 12 hours in
the terminal during which time an airline technician was flown from London to repair the fault. The passengers were
given two €5 vouchers each for food and the Guardia Civil and police had to be called to placate angry passengers. More
than 100 of the passengers had their complaint forms stamped by the airline before they re-boarded the plane.
But some of this may just be a smokescreen to divert attention from a number of pressing issues in Spanish aviation.
The Ministry for Development has still not corrected flying security problems detected in an audit carried out in July
2010, two years after the Spanair crash in Madrid killed 154 people. El Pais reports that the International Civil Aviation
Organisation, ICAO, which is part of the United Nations, published an audit at the time and found 40 problems in the
security of the Spanish air system, linked to the Madrid Spanair crash, some of them very serious, and the Ministry now
admits that these *black holes’ still persist!
On August 16, 1987, a Northwest Airlines flight taking off from a Michigan airport crashed killing 154 passengers and
crew, a four-year-old child being the only survivor. (18 survived the Madrid crash.) A telex was later sent out to all
the owners of this plane model, warning that the TOWS system, which is an alarm which sounds if the plane is not fit
to fly, be revised. The aircraft, a McDonnell Douglas MD-82, was the same type of aircraft involved in the Madrid
disaster in 2008. The TOWS system used the same fuse for heating which came on when the Spanair plane was on the
ground, and it’s understood that the fuse was disconnected taking the TOWS alarm out of the circuit.
Despite the crash in 1987 the manual in the Spanair plane at the time of the crash, 21 years later, made no mention of
this problem. If the manual had been updated as per the warning telex in 1987, the pilots would have known that the
flaps were not in the correct position for a take-off. Coincidentally, the number killed in both crashes was the same.
The minister responsible for air safety, Ana Pastor, has claimed that 77% of the deficiencies have been resolved. Now
that means that 23% of the deficiencies still exist, which is scarcely reassuring! Would you drive a car with a similar
record?

The Doctors’ Conference
A doctor from Israel says: "In Israel our medicine is so advanced, we cut off a man's testicles, put them into another
man and in 6 weeks he's looking for work."
The German doctor comments: "That's nothing, in Germany we take part of the brain from a person, put it into
another person's head and in 4 weeks he's looking for work."
A Russian doctor says: "That's nothing either. In Russia we take out half of the heart from a person, put it into
another person's chest and in 2 weeks he's looking for work."
The South African doctor answers immediately: "That's nothing my colleagues, you are way behind us. In South
Africa, about a year ago, we grabbed a person with no brains, no heart and no balls. We made him President of
South Africa and now the entire country is looking for work!! Mike Wigginton
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(Bunol is a small town about 25 miles west of Valencia. Every year on the last Wednesday of August, the town hosts
the largest food-fight in the world, when tons of tomatoes are used as ammunition. The tomatoes come from Extramadura
where they are less expensive and do not make good eating. Although the town has only a

population of around 9,000, this swells to around 60,000+ during the festival. The night before

the food-fight, the town holds a paella-cooking competition. Many thanks to Jules for her IomaTltta festival
wonderful first-hand account (I have not seen better!) of the fun and mayhem at the festival.)

After a four hour drive to Bunol in Valencia, we parked-up on a makeshift car park to pitch our tent. This was not in
our original plan but all the other campsites were full. We hadn’t been asleep for long when we were awoken by music
playing full blast on the car park. This was just the beginning of the days events and it was just six in the morning! By
7 am we packed away our tent and the four of us began to walk the streets and head towards the main part of the town
where the tomato fight - La Tomatina - was being held. The streets were lined with hundreds of people of many different
nationalities, all in wonderful humour and looking forward to taking part in the fight.

As we reached the top of the main street there were lots of stalls selling goggles, t-shirts etc. Everybody was dancing

R ® to the loud music, the atmosphere was amazing. Some people were still sleeping in their
+ cars, some on car roofs, others on building roofs and even some in the streets! Coaches
. were now pulling up every second, adding more people to an already packed town. It
¥ was now 9:30 am, just 90 minutes before the cannon was due to go off to herald the start
| of the fight.

We followed the crowds further along the street making our way to the main town

L W : of barbecues selling hot food as well. There seemed to be a food & drink stall outside
every house and in the adjoining side streets.

On reaching the town square it was CHAOS! The square was heaving with people with some dancing in cages.
People were holding hose pipes from the apartment windows above spraying water down to try to keep everyone cool,
it was around 40°! The streets were very narrow and we were squeezing through the crowds. By now the noise was
deafening and the atmosphere was electric.

A huge greased pole was placed in the middle of the square with a very large piece of ham at the top. People were
tryrng to clrmb to the top of th| pole and get the ham almost impossible - but everyone was having a go, boys, men,

B ey : ladies, all climbing over each others shoulders in desperation, the
crowd cheering encouragement. Ten minutes to go before the first
truck with the tomatoes arrives, people are wearing swimming caps,
goggles and trainers. We made the mistake of wearing flip-flops
_ W which were definitely not up to the job.

% The first truck, with 40,000 tomatoes, is
driving slowly towards us and everyone is
: i screaming and shouting. The cannon goes off
and OH MY GODI Thousands of tomatoes are belng thrown - people are supposed to squash them -
before throwing but few do - tossing them whole - everyone’s gone crazy! The second truck arrives with more tomatoes
then a third and it goes on and on and on. My arms are now aching and my goggles have been knocked sideways and
upwards. The smell of the tomatoes is beginning to make me sick. Eventually the last couple of trucks arrive. By now
I can only see red - red streets, red walls and red bodies - everyone is ankle deep in tomatoes. One truck stops within
touching distance of us and just tips its load of tomatoes at our feet! People are now swimming in the tom’s as the last
truck arrives to dump it load. By now I’m physically sick with the smell of tomatoes and | need to get out. The four of
us hold onto one another desperately trying to find a way out. People must have noticed the four of us trying to get away

: so they now deliberately target more tomatoes at us. Heads down, gripping each other,
with our feet sliding on the sloppy streets in our useless flip- rops with our mouths
closed we struggle on - I’ve eaten enough of them!

Eventually I can breath. Not one of us has a white piece of flesh left! My hair is
just one matt of squelchy tomatoes. Even more people lined the streets to watch
everyone making their way to the firing line. There were newspaper reporters and TV
cameras, all who seemed shocked at the sight of us. Out of the many thousands that
were there we four must have looked the worst! We were stopped every second to

=5 pose for photos; many people were laughing while others :

were horrified. The younger ones were rubbing themselves against us to cover themselves in

tomatoes. We were desperate to get washed down at this stage, standing under any hosepipe
from people’s windows. i

" Making our way back through the streets everyone was still jeering and

cheering, barbecues burning full force and buckets of ice with beers.
Through all this a bride in a white wedding dress and trail walks through
the crowds, bridesmaids in tow! Is she mad?

After posing for more photos we head back to the makeshift car park. We were told that they had
communal showers, only to find they meant men holding hosepipes! Luckily, | was wearing a
k¥ swimsuit under the clothes | was about to throw away. In between my swimsuit and flesh | was

wearing a layer of sloppy squashed tomatoes. My hair smelt rotten and was stuck to my scalp. My
son’s friend had his goggles knocked-off and sported a nice little shiner. Kev’s cheeks were swollen
s from repeated hits and | was still retching from the smell of tomatoes.

Next year | think that | will just be a spectator but the other three can’t wait to do it all over again.
Definitely the experience of a lifetime!
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CLASSIFIED ADS, ANNOUNCEMENTS, ETC.

BEAUTIFUL VILLA
TO RENT IN DREAM HILLS
SOUTH FACING
SATELLITE TV AIR/CON
TWO COMMUNITY POOLS
FOR MORE DETAILS
CALL 0044 07904371671
www.dreamhillsvilla.com
Info@dreamhillsvilla.com
**10%Discount off prices**

LovelyyApartmemts

o Rend
FOR HOLIDAYS/SHORTLETS
IN DREAMHILLS 2
South facing
Air/con & English TV
2 Community Pools
Competitive Rates
For more details
Contact:Gill 620361068

Or Dave 00441132529884
www.dreamhills2apartment.com/

Mabel’s Tale
Mabel is caught shoplifting and sent to
court. ‘And what did you steal?’ asks
the the magistrate.
Mabel says,” A bunch of bananas, Your
Honour.’
‘How many bananas was that?’ asks
the magistrate.
‘There were five bananas in the bunch’
she replied.
‘| see,” says the magistrate. ‘In that
case, | think a sentence of five months
would be appropriate.’
Mabel’s husband calls out from the
back of the court, ‘She also stole a
bunch of grapes............

Remember, you can have a colour
copy of the Dream Scene sent to you
by email each month for just €5 for

one year. Black & white hardcopies
can be delivered to your postbox for
the same amount.

SAMARITANS in SPAIN
You Talk. We Listen!
902 88 35 35
DISCLAIMER

Mobile Hairdresser. Competitive prices and hairdressing in the comfort of
your own home. Ladies & Gents. Call Jules on 666 029 257.

| Have a Ford Focus 1.6 Ghia automatic, an Atos and a VW Vento for hire.
There are no hidden extras, i.e., petrol, overpriced insurance.

Each one is just 80 euros per week.
To book, contact me on 628 388 853 or at thefaith@live.co.uk (Robbie)

Cars, Boats, Bikes! Friendly mobile mechanic for all your repairs.
Fully qualified mechanic with 25 years experience. General repairs,
Pre-1TVs and ITVs. Call Rob on 688 240 791.

You can find archived copies of The Dream Scene together

with lots of helpful info, at Pat Farnaby’s website -
http://www.heddon.co.uk/dhills/scene.htm

The Impuesto sobre Bienes Inmuebles - IBI - (the Spanish Property Tax) is
due for payment this year before October 5, 2012. This is a tax payable to
the local municipality and can vary substantially from area to area. For
example, the IBI paid to Torrevieja Town Hall is almost twice what is
payable in Orihuela for a similar property. This year, however, the central
government in Madrid has instructed all town councils throughout Spain
to increase the annual amount of IBI payable by 10%. This is to compensate
in part for the cut-back in payments from central government.

Why? Why? Why?

Why do they lock petrol station toilets? Are they afraid someone will clean them?

Why do people point to their wrist when they’re asking you the time? Do | point
to my crotch when | ask people where the toilet is?

Why does mineral water that ‘has trickled through mountains for centuries’ have
a sell-by date?

Why don’t we ever see the headline ‘Psychic Wins Lottery’?
Why do they sterilise lethal injections?
Why can’t a woman put on mascara with her mouth closed?
Why did kamikaze pilots wear helmets?

Why don’t they make the rest of the airplane out of whatever they make the black
box out of?

Why is it called ‘tourist season’ if you can’t shoot at them?

Age Concern Espafia now have a website in English.
You can find it at www.acespana.org

PLEASE SUPPORT OUR ADVERTISERS
AND THE COMMUNITY WEB SITES AT

www.dreamhills.co.uk/ & www.dreamhills-2.com
There is also a Facebook page, Dream Hills - Costa Blanca

Please note that any information provided is of a general interest & often also of a frivolous nature. You are advised to contact a professional for advice specific to your circumstances, in
relation to legal, financial, health, medical or any other matters. The Dream Scene, its editor or any of its contributors, do not accept responsibility for any claims by advertisers, purchasers
or anybody - and remember the old adage - “If something looks too good to be true - it generally is!” You must be really bored if you are reading this!

The Dream Scene is plagiarized from a multitude of sources which include EI Mundo, La Verdad, Reuters, Tumbit, TypicallySpanish, El Pais etc - however no part of this publication may
be used or reproduced without the consent of the editor - so there! Remember, to steal from one person is plagiarism; to steal from many is research. If you must use some of my stuff, at
least quote the source. No small children or animals were harmed in the making of this newsletter... ... at least not yet!

The editor, Mick, can be contacted at mick.dreamscene@gmail.com or at 586 Dream Hills.



