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Bienvenido a todos and welcome to the August edition.
   Well so far it has been a very hot summer and I hve no doubt that the mercury will rise even higher this month.  Once
again, please don’t underestimate the strength of the sun.  One can get badly sunburned in a very short time and it can
ruin the holiday for your loved ones…….or even yourself!  Watch the ‘ankle-biters’ while they are in the pools.  There
have been far too many fatal accidents with young children so far this year on the Costa Blanca.
   At the time of writing, we seem to have missed the jellyfish invasions that usually accompany the hot weather.
Hopefully we will get some respite from them this August.
   There is little good news in Spain at the moment.  The horrific train derailment in Galicia has pushed the seemingly
endless political corruption and bribery off the front pages, at least for the present.  But there are indication from the
polls that the Spanish people have had enough with austerity and tax increases from a political establishment which
cannot seem to keep its fingers ‘out of the till.’  A Sigma Dos poll published in the El Mundo newspaper during the
month of July has indicated that if the ruling Partido Popular (right of centre party) were to go to the polls now, their
support would drop from the 44.6% they secured in 2011 to 30.7% now, a drop of a third.  But this is not enough to give
encouragement to the PSOE opposition (left of centre party) who themselves have dropped one point from 28.8% in
2011 to 27.8% now.  The one party doing well in the survey is the left-wingers, Izquierda Unida (United Left).  Now if
these guys were leaning any more to the left, they would be in Cuba.  They are now Spain’s 3rd strongest party, moving
from 6.9% in 2011 to 14.3% today.  Rosa Diez,s UPyd (middle of the road party) have also moved up from 4.7% to
8.3%.  The Economist published an interesting article relating to this poll stating that the trends indicate that Spain could
be moving towards a ‘paella coalition’ at the next General Election in 2015.  The article and graph showing this
unmistakable trend can be seen here -  http://www.economist.com/news/europe/21580516-disillusion-leading-rise-two-
alternative-parties-paella-coalition
   This month’s newsletter also has another helpful DIY article by Lee Bell.  You can find that on page 8.  The ‘history
article’ is also back again, which should please the enthusiasts (and probably bore everyone else!) and there are a number
of articles which cover the latest price rises, changes to urbanisation law, frauds, scandals and much more.  There is also
a review of the Sunshine Sunset Boat Parties.  ‘She - who must be obeyed’ and I went on one trip in July and it was great
fun.  Couldn’t get her to walk the plank though!
   Orihuela now has an online postbox where you can submit suggestions and petitions.  Go to www.orihuela.es, click
on Contacto and then on Buzón Ciudadano.  They advise that the service will soon be available in English.
   Many thanks to Stefan for helping to deliver The Dream Scene locally during the last two months and welcome back
to Steve, the oldest delivery-boy on the Costa Blanca.  Thanks also to Laura, Jan of NHW and Andy M for the help
towards costs.  Have a great month and I hope we will see you all soon.

Mick & Tid

ASTRID’S
SALES & RENTALS

IN THE ORIHUELA COSTA AREA
URGENTLY REQUIRED!
REASONABLY PRICED

PROPERTIES FOR MANY
CASH BUYERS.
ALSO RENTALS
REQUIRED FOR

WAITING TENANTS
965319731 & 649235327
40 YEAR’S EXPERIENCE
IN SALES & RENTALS.

KEY HOLDING &
MAINTENANCE ‘Does your bum look “big” in what?’

SE VENDE Strange things happen whn you’re in debt.  Two weeks ago,
my car broke down and my phone got disconnected.  I was
one electricity bill away from being Amish.            Tom Ryan



   TRANSPORT SERVICES
  Costa Blanca
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Registered Business -
Fully Insured

8 Passenger Mini-bus
Fully Air Conditioned

Available 7 days a week
AIRPORTS

SHOPPING CENTRES
GOLF OUTINGS

Tel: Peter 617096374 & 965994660

MAR SERVICES
Specialising in taxes & advice for

Non-residents and residents at
Excellent rates.

Wills
Contracts

Translations
Notary visits, Rental agreements

Taxes, Utility bills on-line
Non-Resident Taxes

Residencia applications
Based locally.

Native English &
Spanish Staff

Visit www.marservicesspain.com
Or call 0034 658 549 029

AFFORDABLE
AIR CON

FEELING HOT OR COLD?
WE HAVE THE SOLUTION!

ALL AIR CON SYSTEMS
HOT & COLD - SUPPLY & FIT

OR INSTALLATION ONLY.
SERVICING, RE-GAS & REPAIRS

ALL WORK CARRIED OUT BY A
CITY & GUILD’S QUALIFIED INSTALLER.

MANY SATISFIED CLIENTS IN YOUR AREA.
Call Keith for a free quotation.
Tel: 965 326 163 & 649 584 493

 Patches ‘n’ Pins
  Qualified Seamstress

 40 yrs. Experience

 Turn-ups
 to

 Tailoring
  Patterns taken from

  your favourite clothes.
 Reasonable Prices

  Phone: Sandra 966 799 188
 Mobile: 680 486 336

The Barber Shop
@

Via Park 2
Modern & Traditional

Barbering
Hair Care For Men,

Styling gel’s and waxes sold here

966 730 691

SPANISH OFFICIAL
TRANSLATOR

A friendly multi linguist
(Spanish, German, English, Swedish)

With over 20 years experience.
Reasonable rates for a fast

and efficient service
Hospitals/Padrons/Residencias/NIEs

Trafico/Town Halls/Police/Notries
FREE CONSULTATION

SPECIAL SERVICES AVAILABLE FOR
REGISTRATION AT HOSPITALS

AND FOR TRANSLATION OF
LEGAL DOCUMENTS
References available.

Many clients in Los Altos & Dream Hills
Personal assistance over the phone -

Let me make those problematic Spanish
phone calls for you for just €20 a year.
Call Maria Sonia on (0034) 966 926 217

www.spanishofficialtranslator.com

The teacher asked Little Johnny why he wasn’t at
school the previous day.  ‘Our cow was on heat, so I
had to take him to the bull,’ says Johnny.  ‘I’m sure
your father could have done that,’ said the teacher.
‘Oh no, ma’am,’ says Johnny, ‘it has to be the bull.’

The dachshund is a German draught-excluder.
Billy Connolly

New Tax on New Air-Conditioning Equipment Sales in 2014.
From 2014, the government will be applying a new tax to the purchase of
air conditioning equipment.  This so-called ‘green’ tax will add approx. €65
to the current cost of a unit.  You can read more here in Spanish -
http://www.diarioinformacion.com/finanzas-personales/2013/07/12/aire-
acondicionado-factura-dispare/1395054.html
If you plan to purchase or install an A/C unit, I suggest you do so now.  I
have used ‘Affordable Air Con’ - advert below - on several occasions and
would recommend them as I have found their service & prices excellent.



3What’s Up?
   Repsol has admitted that the have been using the ‘Monday
effect’. This is when petrol stations lower their prices on a
Monday, because that is the day the EU takes its reading
for prices across the continent.  Many drivers in Spain know
the trick and always fill their car on a Monday. Repsol
contends they drop the price on Monday because the
wholesale price has fallen on the Friday, but later they
admitted that reducing prices on the first day of the week
was a commercial strategy.
   Spain has signed an agreement with Uzbekistan to cover
the avoidance of double taxation and prevention of tax
evasion.  So, if you have any camels or tents tucked away
in Uzbeki’ you may have ‘to come clean’ soon!
   Seat, the Spanish car firm owned by Volkswagen, is
planning cut-backs to its factories in Spain.  It is proposing
that 571 workers a day stay at home from their factories in
Catalonia, on a rotating basis, between September and
December.  Further cut-backs are expected next year.  As
many of you are already aware, new cars are very expensive
in Spain.  Taxation on new Spanish cars is 20% more
expensive than in the UK.  Of course this also pushes up
the price of secondhand cars as well, although trade-in
prices at the dealers are always ridiculously low, if they will
take them!
   The Spanish government has now decided not to comply
with the revised EU directive on olive oil dispensers.  This
is a result of lobbying from the olive oil lobby as the
government once again ‘bends over’ for big business.  This
means that refillable oil dispensers will be outlawed on
restaurant tables some time next year.
   In Spain an average of three rapes are reported every day
— that’s one every eight hours. While the 1,161 cases
recorded in 2011 represent a decline of 16 percent compared
with the total reported five years ago, the number of assaults
remain stable, with just a few minor variations. This
suggests that nothing has changed regarding the conditions
that make this form of violence against women possible.
Experts estimate that only about half of the sexual assaults
that take place are ever reported. A survey carried out in
Catalonia in 2010 revealed that 2.9 percent of women said
they had been raped at some time in their lives.  (El Pais)
    More than 100 Spanish bankers are paid more than one
million euro a year, according to figures for 2010 and 2011
released Monday by the European Banking Authority.
Specifically, 125 officials in the sector received an average
remuneration of 2.4 million euros in 2011, the highest
average among the bankers of all European countries paid
over one million euro a year. The average in 2010 was 2.25
million euro. In 2011, they jointly received 106.9 million
euro in fixed salaries and 198 million in bonuses.  And, as
we all know, Spanish bankers are as useless as a one-legged
man in an ass kicking contest.
Latest:  All cyclists under 18 must now wear a helmet in
towns.  Also, the maximum fine for drunk driving has now
been increased to €1,000.  Associated driving bans will be
from one to five years.
   At the start of every holiday season petrol prices go up.
Petrol is 5.7% more expensive than a year ago, while diesel
is 4.1% higher.  The cabinet has passed new tax increases
on alcohol and tobacco. The tax on spirits will rise by 10%
but there is no change for beer or wine, so your bottle of
Oxfam Lager (Bavaria) is still safe!  In Spain, 79.5% of the
price of a cigarette is tax.

   The tragic rail crash in Galicia has dominated last week’s
Spanish news and as this has received saturation coverage,
even internationally, I do not intend to cover it here.  In their
haste to issue a quick statement on the disaster, the government
copied and pasted a previous condolence message in error
which expressed, ‘…….deep sympathy for the victims of the
earthquake in Gansu, China.’  And you thought George W.
Bush was dumb!  But then the state run RTVE television
topped this by showing a picture of a 2003 Chinchilla train
crash and including the Chinchilla emergency number as well!
   This disaster has also brought to public attention a metro
crash which took place in Valencia in 2009.  In this incident
43 were killed and 47 injured.  The families of the dead and
injured have never accepted the official report, saying that it
was a ‘manipulation of the facts.’  Indeed Ferrocarrils, the
railway company, paid a PR firm €621,000 of public money
to concoct a report which basically said ‘it was an accident.’
A similar derailment three years earlier was hushed up.  This
is a ‘smoking gun’ and we are bound to hear more on this.
   Prime Minister Rajoy is ‘on the ropes’ at present.  The ex-PP
treasurer Luis Barcenas, who secretly sent €47 million in dodgy
money to various Swiss bank accounts, admitted paying Rajoy
and other top PP officials substantial cash payments - up to
€200,000 to the Secretary General of the PP!  Barcenas is now
in prison without bail, as he poses a flight risk.  Lawyers
defending the imprisoned former treasurer resigned in early
July, citing "professional disagreements".  What actually
happened was Barcenas blabbed to El Mundo before he went
to jail that the PP had been funded by illegal donations for two
decades.  This funding took the form of donations from
construction magnates and other business people, Bárcenas
alleged.  However he omitted to tell this to his lawyers.  While
PM Rajoy has ignored the allegations to date, pressure from
the public and media will force him to make a statement to
congress on August 1st.  Don’t expect any revelations or the
truth!
   The International Monetary Fund (IMF) has poured cold
water on the recent optimism circulated by the government
concerning growth.  The IMF predict a contraction of 1.6% in
the Spanish economy for this year but have also slashed their
forecast for next year by reducing their original growth forecast
of 0.7% to a 0.0%  rate for 2014.  Although some future
quarters may see some growth, the annual figure is not likely
to be positive until 2015.  Although IMF forecasts tend to be
more pessimistic than others, the outlook is still grim as Spain
battles its longest recession in living memory while austerity
measures continue.
   Spain will levy a fee on CFCs (chlorofluorocarbon gases
used in air conditioners, for instance) that it hopes will bring
in 340 million euros this year.  (See page 2 for details)  Higher
tobacco taxes will add an estimated 366 million euros a year
in revenue, and alcohol levies will bring the total up to 700
million euros.  The government also made changes to corporate
taxes, eliminating a deduction for portfolio deterioration that
will save the state around 3.6 billion euros a year, although the
impact of this particular cut will not be felt before 2014.
  The Government intends to overhaul the entire tax system,
to support economic recovery and to boost job creation in
Spain.  An independent committee of ‘experts’ has been set up
to analyse the existing system and draft recommended
revisions, which, given their wide scope, should be far
reaching.   The committee is due to present its conclusions to
the Finance Ministry by the end of February 2014. The
proposals must not raise public expenditure.

Sleepless in……Salford?
Dick is staying in a cheap hotel.  The walls are very thin and Dick is alarmed to find that the people in the next room are
honeymooners.  All night long, he’s kept awake by the sound of frenzied lover-making.  Eventually, Dick has had enough.
He pounds on the wall and shouts, ‘Can’t you shut up?  I’m trying to get to sleep!’  There’s no reaction: just more sounds
of grunting, torrid sex - someone’s getting a real pounding!  ‘Damn!’ shouts Dick.  ‘Knock it off!  I’m trying to get to sleep!’
A man’s voice calls back weakly, ‘For God’s sake shout louder!  She can’t hear you!’



4 What’s Up? continued
   A 40-year-old Barcelona policeman has been sentenced to 18
months prison and slapped with a €450 penalty after he fined four
tow trucks in "retaliation" after his own parked car was towed away
on two occasions after he illegally parked on the pavement outside
his own house.  The court found the man guilty of issuing four
tickets to municipal tow trucks for supposedly jumping red lights
between October 2010 and February 2011.  In one case, the tow
truck had not yet left the depot at the time of the alleged infraction.
The man was found guilty of falsifying an official document and
of abusing his office as a policeman – for which he received the
custodial sentence – despite a full confession.  He is also banned
from working as a police officer for the next 18 months, although
his conviction was further reduced by his "psychological alteration"
at the time of the events, since he was going through a breakup with
his girlfriend!  But sentences of less than two years are rarely served
in Spain.  The prosecutor in this case originally asked for five years.
   Sean Connery, the Scottish actor, and his wife, Micheline Anne
Jeanne Connery, have been given six months to appear before a
judge in Marbella and answer questions relating to a deal involving
a property they sold, which was later demolished and 72 flats
erected in its place.  This case started in 2006 and is a parallel case
to the Malaya one against urban corruption which has processed
17 people and sent the leaders, such as the ex-real estate town
planner Juan Antonio Roca, and Mayor of Marbella Julian Muñoz,
to prison on other charges.  If the couple don’t appear - and they
have made several excuses or ignored previous requests - an
international search and capture order will be issued for their arrest.
   Two people responsible for a pensioners’ residents home in Nijar,
Almería, have been charged with using electronic prescriptions
from 19 dead people to obtain free medicines and sanitary products.
They continued to obtain free medicines for the duration of what
would have been a course of treatment.  The Guardia Civil say that
the deaths occurred between January 2009 and October 2012, with
a cost of €8,984 to the public purse.  There have been three similar
cases in Almería during the last 12 months.
   Nine people were killed and another 22 injured when a bus went
off the road in early July near Avila northwest of Madrid.  The
54-year-old driver was uninjured but was arrested by the police
after allegations that he fell asleep while driving.
   A taxi driver in Northern Valencia was arrested after he hit four
cyclists over a two kilometre stretch of road near Peniscola.  He
also tested positive for cocaine.
   Okay, not the sort of guy you would like to see your daughter

bring home for Sunday dinner, but after 13
years on the run, 41-year-old Mark Alan Lilley
(left), who received in his absence a 24-year
prison sentence in the UK for drug dealing,
was captured while hiding naked in a ‘panic-
room’ in his luxury villa in Malaga.  The panic
room was hidden behind a false panel in a
wardrobe in the bedroom.
   But Spanish police had another great drug’s
coup during July.  In a joint operation with

Venezuelan police, an international drug operation was smashed
with the arrest of seven in Venezuela and seven in Albir, close to
Benidorm.   One of those arrested was Brian Charrington, one of
the ‘Top Ten Criminals’ according to European police.  220 kilos
of cocaine was seized in a flat in Albir and bank accounts were
embargoed together with properties and other assets valued at more
than five million euros.  €350,000 in cash was also seized.  At one
stage in the 90’s, Charrington was a ‘supergrass’ for the British
authorities on the Columbian cartels.  At one stage he was relocated
to Australia, but they soon threw him out.  No doubt when he returns
to prison this time, there will be several dubious characters waiting
for him with ‘sharp nasty pointy things.’
   Although 296 were convicted of arson in Spain during the last
six years, only eight had prison sentences of over two years and
went to prison. Most of the recorded offences were in Galicia.

THE LOUNGE
Lago Jardin II

OUR COMFORTABLE LOUNGE AND LARGE
SUNNY TERRACE IS AN IDEAL SPOT TO
ENJOY YOUR RELAXING AFTERNOONS.

GREAT PRICES!
GREAT VALUE BREAKFASTS,

SNACKS & LUNCHES.
EVERY THURSDAY FROM AUGUST 8,

QUIZ & OPEN THE ENVELOPE FROM 8PM
BIG PRIZES!!

PROFITS TO PARKINSON’S RESEARCH
Check out our multi-lingual website at -
www.coastalpropertyspain.com

Darren Lilley Tel: 638683941

   All dogs, cats and ferrets in the Region of Murcia must
now be innoculated against rabies.  This follows the
recent outbreak in Toledo, reported in the last issue.
   A shark, nearly two meters in length, was spotted in
the waters near the beach of La
Patacona (Alboraya near
Valencia) causing alarm among
bathers.  The shark appeared to be
in distress (photo) and was given
a lethal injection.
   Police in nearby Murcia have detained a gang of seven
who stole 690 kilos of copper wiring from a number of
urbanisation lighting systems.  The thieves were cutting
the cables at 250 metre intervals and then attaching the
cable to a rope tied to a car.  This enabled them to extract
250 metres in a single run.  Those arrested were a mixture
of Spanish and Moroccans.
   The footballer Lionel Messi’s lawyers met Barcelona
prosecutors on Friday to see if they can settle the soccer
star’s tax case, in which auditors claim he defrauded the
government of some 4.1 million euros.  According to
judicial sources, if Messi decides to pay during the next
two months, it would cost him about nine million euros:
the 4.1 million he reportedly defrauded; a four-million-
euro fine; and an additional one million in interest.
   Spain's richest man, Amancio Ortega of Inditex (Zara,
Massimo Dutti, etc and another poncy 5,500 shops
worldwide) will also have to pay 33 million euros for
back taxes owed from 2001 to 2003 after a Supreme
Court judgement rejected his final appeal in a dispute
with tax auditors.
    The body of a 31-year-old British tourist and mother
of two, was found floating in the sea off the s’Arenal
beach in Sant Antoni, Ibiza, on the morning of July 6.
Although she died from drowning, the autopsy also
revealed positive results for MDMA, cocaine, speed and
meth-amphetamine.
   Some good news at last!  A
42-year-old married man with
two children has won
€1,674,000 in the Spanish TV
competition, Pasapalabra.  The
man, Juan Pedro Gómez (right),
won 24 consecutive editions of
the program.  Juan has been
unemployed for four years and
spent this time studying dictionaries and encyclopaedias.
I do hope Juan gets his well deserved prize.  There have
been incidents where the ‘winners’ in some TV
competitions never received payment.Harry mated a bulldog with a shitzu.

He ended with with a bullshit.

W
I-FI
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THE RENDEZVOUS
Café & Newsagent

Via Park III
Newspapers, magazines, greeting’s cards,stationery.

Now selling bread, milk, and a full range of British Products.
Large Breakfast €5.50

Small €3, includes tea, coffee or O.J.
Menu del Dia - 3 courses only €5!

    Sunday Lunch
3 course €9.95; 2 for €8.50;

3 & 2 course incl. half bottle of wine; 1 course for €6.50
Choice of 6 starters & 6 desserts!

 Cigarette  machine
            Great views , smiling faces & al fresco dining.

Phone: 626 098 953

REPAIRED - REPLACED - RE-SITED

YOUR WHOLE HOME PROTECTED
TV’s, COMPUTERS, APPLIANCES.

€150 FITTED.
TEL: KEITH: 965 326 163

OR 649 584 493

ELECTRIC BOILERS

POWER SURGE PROTECTORS

If it weren’t for pick-pockets, I’d have no sex life at all.           Rodney Dangerfield

Sunday is the day God took off from creating the world to take Mrs
God around IKEA.                                                                  Jeff Green

THE HAIR STUDIO

SPECIALISING IN COLOUR
AND EXTENSIONS.

BARBER ON PREMISES
6 DAYS PER WEEK.

SEMI PERMANENT MAKE-UP
BY JANE HUTCHINSON

Get beautiful frizz-free hair
This summer with our ULTRA

SMOOTH ADVANCED KERATIN
SYSTEM that can last up to 12 weeks!

SPECIAL OFFER FOR AUGUST  - €65 !

To book an appointment please call
96 673 06 91

C/. Salvador Dali 13, Via Park II
(Opposite Zenia Boulivard)



6 Local News

   A dog who was trapped in the front grill of a car after
being hit has been rescued alive by agents of the
Guardia Civil in Alicante. See photo.  The event took
place a couple of weeks ago on the county road
CV-943, passing through the area of Guardamar del
Segura, when a passing car ran over a dog that was
crossing the road. The police took the injured animal
to a local veterinarian and the dog has now fully
recovered.
   Mayor of Orihuela, Monserrate Guillén has warned
that pet owners who do not pick up their dog’s poo will
be fined up to €750.  He also reminded owners that all
pets have to be microchipped and recorded on the local
registry.  He noted that the abandonment rates for dogs
was ‘outrageous’ and that around five dogs were being
admitted daily to the animal shelter at San Bartolomé.
    By the end of June, the new AVE high speed rail link
between Madrid and Alicante had broken down three
times.  On one occasion passengers were stuck in their
carriages for 90 minutes with temperatures around 35º.
Passengers were given leaflets to fan themselves with
and later a full refund of their tickets.
   Alicante Airport is to be renamed Alicante-Elche
Airport and Elche City Council have budgeted €50,000
for the change of signage at the aerodrome.
Incidentally, passenger traffic at the airport during June
was up around 11% on the same month last year with
996,864 people.  Flights were also up by 12.3% for the
same period, with 6,811 flights handled.
   A total of 18 children between 3 and 12 years have
been poisoned by chlorine in a swimming pool in the
Jaen town of Lopera After a swimming lesson, the
children showed signs of intoxication.  Several of trhem
were held in hospital for observation for a few days.

   Many of you will be aware of the misery and delays caused by
the congestion on the two-lane N332 stretch through Torrevieja,
particularly during the summer season.  Whereas all the other
municipalities from Guardamar to Pilar de Horidada managed
to convert their stretch to four-lane, Torrevieja, through lack of
planning and incompetence, still had a funnel (embudo) of just
two old lanes with no firm plans to widen their stretch of road.
One of the big issues concerning this stretch is the expropriation
of the land required for this road-widening project.  But even to
date, the Torry ‘burghers’ have done nothing to acquire the land
and even start the project.  A budget was first drawn up in 2009
- €34 million and again in 2010 - €36 million.  Now the Ministry
of Development is quoting a figure of €42 million.
   It is alleged that the Orihuela Town Council fraudulently
awarded local government contracts between 2007 and 2011.
At the centre of these enquiries is PP ex-mayor Monica Lorente.
Another fifty defendants, including businessmen and public
officials are also being investigated.  During this July, Lorente
attempted to organise a vote of no confidence in the ruling
Green/Socialist councillors which, if successful, would have
resulted in her becoming mayor.  However her attempts were
stymied by her own provincial and regional party barons who
stated categorically that even if the opposition managed to secure
a change of local government, she could not hold the position of
mayor.  This is because of a ruling within the PP which states
that officials who are under investigation by a prosecuting
attorney cannot hold public office.  Even though she and her
supporters tried to force the issue through, one of her own party
effectively voted against her (abstained) and two of her
supporting votes were ineligible.
   It was interesting to read that the Former Chinese Minister of
Railways, Liu Zhijun, received a two-year suspended death
sentence for bribery and abuse of power.  If he behaves himself
in prison for that period the sentence will be commuted to life
imprisonment.  He also had all his assets confiscated and has
been deprived of political rights for life.  So I wonder, what the
effect of tougher and quicker sentencing of corrupt politicians
in Spain would achieve?  Probably remarkable results.
   Five young children have already died this summer in pools
in the Valencia region, the latest a two-year-old who drowned
in a pool in the La Siesta urbanisation in Torrevieja.
   The number two in the sports’ newspaper MARCA has been
sacked after he tweeted, ‘Catalans are shit, they don’t deserve
anything’. Juan Carlos Gafo made the comment after the
disrespectful whistling during the Spanish National Anthem at
the World Swimming Championships in Barcelona.
   The Alicante town of Torrevieja registered during early
Monday morning at 00:28 hrs, June 1, an earthquake of
magnitude 1.2 degrees on the Richter scale, although there has
been no damage or injuries, as reported by the National
Geographic Institute and the Center for Coordination (OCC).
On June 13, the towns of Rojales and Guardamar del Segura
recorded two earthquakes of between 2.7 and 3.2 degrees on the
same scale.
    Problems between the Senegalese illegal street traders and the
local police continue in Torrevieja.  In a recent fracas four
policemen were injured.  Three had bruises to their necks and
shoulders after being struck with belt-buckles.  The fourth was
punched in the jaw and bit on the fore-arm.  One of the assailants
was captured and handcuffed, but managed to escape during the
confrontation.  The rear window to a police patrol car was also
broken.  Then, just a week later, another three policemen were
also injured and three police cars and a van damaged in another
incident related to the Senegalese.  These scuffles have been
commonplace since 2011 and will no doubt continue until the
local authority address the problem with some firmness and
allocate sufficient resources to the police. Film here -
http://www.elmundo.es/elmundo/2013/07/23/alicante/1374582
036.html

JUKE’S
VIA PARK V

MINI-MARKET - DELICATESSEN
DELICIOUS SNACKS - COFFEE LOUNGE
SPECIALISING IN ENGLISH PRODUCE.

FRESH BREAD, BEERS, WINES, SPIRITS.
LARGE RANGE OF FROZEN FOODS -

ALL THE BRANDS YOU KNOW
NEWSPAPERS, MAGAZINES,

GREETINGS’ CARDS
& MUCH, MUCH MORE!

DELICIOUS QUALITY HOME-COOKED FOOD
TO EAT-IN OR TAKE-AWAY

call 603355615
LAST FOOD ORDERS 5:30pm please.

OPEN: DAILY 8am - 7pm SUNDAYS 8am - 4pm

- What has thick glasses and a wet nose?
-  A short-sighted gynaecologist.
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Could you do with some extra cash right now?
We can help with a QROPS.

• Have you worked in the UK?
• Billions of pounds in unclaimed UK pension money. IS SOME OF IT YOURS?
• The potential for full access to your private or company UK pension.
• No upfront fees.
• No obligation.
• Beneficiary options NOT AVAILABLE IN THE UK.  Protect the ones you love NOW.
• Greater investment choice.
• Tax efficiency.
• Free assessment on your existing QROPS. IS YOUR MONEY TIED UP?
• Free search on lost & forgotten UK pensions. ARE YOU DUE A WINDFALL?*
• Free assessment on your existing UK pension. TAKE THE BENEFITS NOW.

*It is currently estimated that more than one million pensions worth £3bn have been
abandoned in dormant accounts. Many of these funds suffer high charges and poor
annuity rates, with their owners ignorant that returns could be increased significantly
by consolidating their money and taking an active interest.

(The Telegraph, July 12, 2013)

Call Mike Heighway, Pension Specialist TODAY.
Office....966 844 979
Mobile..634 305 881

E-mail.......mikepensions@gmail.com
Registered agent with QROPS providers in

New Zealand,Malta,Switzerland & Gibraltar.
Regulation, QROPS & IFA number always provided

on first FREE meeting.

Maypole Financial Services offer impartial advice and as we are
independent we are able to advise on products from the whole of the market.

Initial discussions are FREE and always without obligation.

Sister Anne & The Cure.
Sister Anne goes into a bar and asks for a bottle of vodka.  ‘It’s for the Mother Superior,’ she explains.  ‘It’s to relieve
her constipation.’  An hour or so later, as the barman is closing down for the night he hears noises coming from a nearby
alley.  He checks it and sees Sister Anne sitting dead drunk in a pool of vomit and piss.  ‘Sister Anne!’ he exclaims.  ‘You
said that alcohol was to help the reverend mother’s constipation!’
‘It is,’ slurs the nun.  ‘When she hears about this, she’s going to shit herself.’
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ELECTRICITY TO GO UP AGAIN!
The average electricity bill is set to rise by 3.2% this
August.  The increase is aimed at attacking the problem of
the so-called tariff deficit — the difference between what
it costs to produce electricity and the regulated rates
charged for it. Industry Minister José Manuel Soria
estimated that the shortfall this year will come in at 4.5
billion euro.  “The measures in this reform aren’t easy for
anyone, but they’re absolutely necessary,” Soria told a
news conference.  “If we did nothing, the only alternatives
would be either the bankruptcy of the system or an increase
in the price for consumers of more than 40 percent.”

BAD NEWS FOR SECOND-HOME OWNERS.
Along with the increase in electricity bills, taking effect at
the start of August, the Govt. has also announced plans to
move towards a a fixed electricity tariff that will raise the
cost of electricity for holiday-homes and second-homes.
Under the present tariff, electricity bills are made up of
30% fixed fees, and 70% based on consumption. The plan
is to move towards a 50% fixed tariff that will increase
electricity bills for properties with low consumption, like
holiday-homes that are only partially occupied during the
year.
Another smart move by this Government to discourage
foreigners from buying holiday-homes in Spain…… Who
needs those guiris with their money anyway?
Surely this will also make the deficit worse? Heavy users
will be subsidised by light users, which will encourage the
waste of electricity, and bugger the environment.
Household electricity bills went up by 63% between 2006
and 2011, according to reports in the Spanish press.
                          (Mark Stucklin of Spanish Property Insight)

FITTING AN IRRIGATION SYSTEM .
Fitting an irrigation system is not too difficult and ensures that
your garden gets the water it needs on a regular basis, the parts
for a basic system cost around €100 and can provide hours of DIY
entertainment for you, your family, friends and neighbours..... The
most expensive item is the programmer.  These start from about
€35 and you should look for one capable of turning the water on
and off maybe twice a day and for periods of 15 minutes up to a
couple of hours.  I find 15 minutes a day enough for most plants
and my own system is set to come on early in the evening.
The first part is planning; an irrigation system can water plants
on your solarium, bedroom balcony and, or just, at ground level
but the starting point is at one of your taps.  From there you need
to get water to your plants and an hour or two working out the
best route is time well spent.
You should plan to run the large pipe the shortest and neatest
possible route to get water to all the places it's needed; balancing
valves can, and should be fitted to control water flow to different
areas depending on the water required by the plants.  Obviously
a mature orange or lemon tree will need more water than a small
cactus and into the main pipe the small "feeder" pipes are inserted
taking the water to each plant or pot; there is a type of outlet
available which has a screw top and these can be opened and
closed to exactly suit the watering requirements of the plants and
several outlets can be used where a plant needs a lot of water. The
pipes can be cut with a Stanley knife or similar and a lubricant
when assembling the push-fit joints will make life much easier.
Adding extra bits on is a simple job once you have the basic
installation in place. The pipes can be fixed to the wall with
purpose made brackets which need a screw and plug fixing or
neatly tied cable under railings etc.
The parts are all available at the local Ferretaria or Bricolage type
places and you will need a new  outside tap with a branch to feed
the timer or programmer, a roll of "big" plastic pipe and a roll of
"small" pipe together with the bends, tees, connectors, valves and
pipe clips as decided in the planning stage. It is worth laying the
large pipe out flat in the sun for a few hours to let it straighten
before attempting installation.
Whichever outside tap you decide to use should be removed (don't
forget to turn the water off first) and replaced with the new one,
it is often necessary to fit a spacer to move the tap out from the
wall to make enough room to fit the programmer, be very careful
at this point - some of these taps, especially those exposed to the
sun all day, have a nasty tendency to shear off and the repair
involves chiselling a hole in your wall to expose the pipes and
fittings that will need replacing.  These are soldered fittings and
can be quite tricky to replace. With the new tap in place the
programmer can be fitted and checked for clearance.  Remember
you will need to access the programmer every year or two to
replace the batteries, so make sure it's accessible.  After that follow
your plan for running the large pipe to wherever you need it.  This
pipe is pierced as necessary and the smaller pipe to the outlets
fitted.
After fitting, the system needs balancing, that is where flow is
adjusted to all points on the system.  Start by regulating the flow
to the programmer from its branch on the new tap, then open each
feeder valve to suit the requirements of the plants they serve;
balancing valves controlling the water flow to different floors or
areas can now be adjusted to get the right amount of water to each
section.  It will take a week or two to get exactly right but at least
your plants will survive the summer.
Lee, Dream Hills Plumbing.  653 553 715 (See advert top left)

DREAM HILLS PLUMBING

BATHROOM CONVERSIONS,
MOVING OUTSIDE TAPS,

REPAIRING FAULTY TAPS,
CISTERNS, VALVES, WC’S ETC

INSTALLING GARDEN WATERING SYSTEMS,
SHOWERS, AND MUCH MORE!

NO CALL-OUT CHARGES LOCALLY!
ANY PLUMBING PROBLEMS JUST CALL ME AT

653553715 & dreamhillsplumbing@gmail.com

Pinocchio’s Problem.
Pinocchio had been getting complaints from his girlfriend.  ‘Every time we make love,’ she said, ‘I get splinters.’  So Pinocchio
went back to his maker, Gipetto the carpenter, for advice.  ‘Sandpaper,’ said the carpenter.  ‘That’s what you need.’
So Pinocchio took some sheets of sandpaper and went home.  A few weeks later, the carpenter bumped into Pinocchio again.
‘How are you getting on with the girls now?’ he asked.
‘Who needs girls?’ said Pinocchio.

Makes Sense!
The doctor was explaining to Seamus how nature adjusted
certain physical disabilities.  ‘For example, if a man is blind,
he develops a keen sense of hearing and touch.  If he’s stone
deaf, he develops other senses.’
‘I know what you mean,’ said Seamus.  ‘I’ve noticed that if a
bloke has one short leg, then the other one is always a bit
longer.’  (Seamus is now Vice Chairman of the European
Central Bank.)
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SUN
BAR & GRILL

Eat in or Take-Away
OPEN 7 DAYS -
10AM - 1AM.

Great food at unbeatable prices!
Breakfasts, Pizzas, Pies,
Burgers, Kebabs, Wings,

Roast Chicken, chips & salad.
Fish & Chips

NOW WITH MINI-SUPERMARKET
SELLING MILK, BREAD, SUGAR,

DOG FOOD, ICE CREAM, SWEETS….
Bingo & Quiz Nite

Sat. 9pm
Tel: 966 848 667 & 672 804 905

Via Park V

A warm welcome awaits you at

&

J.J. & Rob welcome you to their Blues Brothers theme bar

NEW, LARGE & VARIED MENU
FROM STEAKS & CHICKEN

TO PASTA AND KEBABS
ALL FRESHLY COOKED.

SUNDAYS - BARBECUE
ON THE TERRACE
FROM 1 TO 4PM

TRY ONE OF LIAM’S
NEW COCKTAILS!

693 985 122
VIA PARK V

BAR LABAS

WED & SUN - FUN QUIZ
FRIDAY FUN DARTS-

8pm + Raffle
SATURDAY -

PAELLA NIGHT!
SUNDAY EVENING -

BARBECUE !
MEAL DEALS INCL WINE.

Happy hour 18.00 - 20.00 daily!
Special offers on

drinks all day
Tel: 633 480 559

Via Park V

2GB INDIAN RESTAURANT
& TAKE AWAY

SPECIAL OFFER
4 COURSE MEAL SERVED

6PM - 9PM
ONLY €9.95! (EAT IN ONLY)

Via Park V
966184951 & 632199167

WiFi

OPEN
6pm-12am

Dealing with the heat.
It was a sweltering hot day in Los Altos when Peter stepped out of the shower
and said to his wife, Sue, ‘It’s just too hot to wear any clothes today, honey,
they would be soaking in just a couple of minutes.  What do you think the
neighbours would say if I trimmed the hedge without anything on?’
Sue replied, ‘That I married you for your money!’

RESULTS TO BELUSHI’S QUIZ COMPETITION.
1.  What legendary soul singer sang ‘Think’ in the movie The Blues
Brothers? Aretha Franklin.
2.  What famous Spanish writer was born in September 1547 and died in
April 1616? Miguel de Cervantes.
3.  The creators of which cartoon characters were threatened by Oasis with
legal action in 1996 if they covered any of their songs? The Smurfs.
4.  Which sauce is named after a river and state in Mexico? Tabasco.
5.  What was the main news story the day after the 13th December 2003?
The capture of Sadam Hussain.
Congratulations to Dave & Jan Knight on being the winning entry drawn
at random.  The winners have been notified.

The Answer.
Victor and Jane were an elderly couple who had been dating for some time.
One day, they decided it was finally time to get married.  But first, they needed
to discuss how their marriage might work.  They talked about finances, living
arrangements, health and finally, their conjugal relationship.  ‘How do you feel
about sex?’ Victor asked Jane, with a smile on his face.      ‘Oh, I like to have it
infrequently,’ replied Jane.
Victor thought about this for a moment, and then asked, ‘Was that one word
or two?’

Easy Jobs?
The easiest job in the world has to be a coroner.  Surgery on dead people -
what’s the worst thing that could happen?  Maybe you’d get a pulse.
                                                                                                      Denis Miller.
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VIA PARK III

COMPREHENSIVE MENU FEATURING EVERYTHING
FROM GREAT STEAKS, LAMB & GAMMONS
TO CURRIES, BURGERS AND FISH & CHIPS
HOMEMADE CHIPS, NEVER FROZEN!

BREAKFASTS FROM JUST €3 WHICH INCLUDE O.J. OR TEA OR COFFEE!
STEAK MEAL DEAL FOR TWO JUST €22 INCL. BOTTLE OF WINE OR CAVA !

IF YOU ARE REALLY, REALLY HUNGRY THEN TRY OUR OMG MENU.
COME AND TRY OUR FAMOUS SUNDAY LUNCH MAIN COURSE JUST €5!

BINGO! EVERY WEDNESDAY & SATURDAY AT 2 PM. COME EARLY!
                WEDNESDAY NIGHT FUN QUIZ
                                   INCLUDING STAND-UP BINGO

AND PLAY YOUR CARDS RIGHT!

    RACE NIGHT AUGUST 8TH AT 9PM !!

SATURDAY NIGHT KARAOKE!

     CK1 FOR THE BEST PRICES ON THE COSTA!!
BOTTLES OF BUD, MAHOU, JUST €1.25

     HOUSE SPIRITS €2.50; BRANDED SPIRITS €3.00!
     For bookings telephone 968 972 906 or 637 046 438.

LARGE BAVARIA

DRAFT €2.00!

   BOTTLES

     JUST €1!!

HAPPY HOUR 3 - 7pm
Pints: Bavaria €1.50
John Smith’s €2.00

Tropical €1.50
Magners €2.50

Can: Flavoured Cider €2

SPECIAL OFFER TO READERS OF THE DREAM SCENE FROM CK1!

2 X FISH & CHIPS, MUSHY PEAS & BREAD ‘N BUTTER
INCLUDES BOTTLE OF WINE!   ONLY €10!!

ONLY WITH THIS VOUCHER.
OFFER APPLICABLE ONLY MONDAY TO THURSDAY 4 TO 7PM.

CUT-OUT AND PRESENT WITH ORDER.

Now that I’m 78, I do tantric sex because it’s very slow.  My favourite position is
called the plumber.  You stay in all day but nobody comes.            John Mortimer

SUMMER MADNESS!  THE FULL MONTY!
2 X 10oz SIRLOIN STEAKS WITH PERFECT CHIPS,
ONION RINGS, PEAS, MUSHROOMS, TOMATOES

INCLUDES BOTTLE OF WINE!
ONLY €25!

SO
UTH

FACING

PATIO
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Via Park III

Watch all live sports in comfort!
Snooker Happy Hour 12 - 6

 Monday to Friday €3 per hour
Other times €6 per hour.

Bookings please call 965 319 512
MONDAY´S - DARTS
TUESDAY´S - POOL

WED´S - TEXAS HOLD’EM POKER 7PM
THUR´S - SARAH´S BINGO FROM 3PM

WITH SNOWBALL JACKPOT!
FRIDAY’S - KARAOKE 9PM ‘TILL LATE.

ALL MAJOR SPORTING EVENTS
SHOWN THROUGHOUT THE WEEK

ON OUR PLASMA SCREENS.
INTERNET BOOTHS

WITH PRINTER.
LICENSED TO SELL

CARTONS OF CIGARETTES.SKY SPORTS CANAL +

TELECOM COMPLAINTS UP.
Vodafone heads the list of telecom complaints in
Spain’s FACUA Consumers in Action for the first
half of this year.  The multinational British operator
is also rated as the worst by its mobile phone clients.
More than 30% of the telecom’s complaints related
to Vodafone.  In second place in comm’s complaints
is Movistar with 25% of the complaints in the sector
down two on last year, Orange at 24% up 5% since
last year, fourth is Ono with 10%, 2% more than last
year and fifth Jazztel at 8%, 3% higher than last year.
The main reasons for complaints are failing to meet
the advertised offers, unrequested & unwanted
services, continuing to send invoices after the
consumer has left the company, and charging for calls
which were not made.
FACUA has accused the Government and the regional
administrations of ignoring the problems in the sector.
The telecoms sector is the one with the second most
denuncias, behind only the banks.

FED UP WITH COLD CALLS?
The phone companies in Spain have been told to
control their telesales operations. New legislation
forces Movistar, Vodafone, Orange, Jazztel, Ono and
Yoigo to cold call only between 10am and 8.30pm on
weekdays, and 10am – 2pm on Saturdays. Cold
calling is banned on Sundays.  The new regulations
do not affect other companies who want to bother you
when they feel like it. One thing you can do about
them, although it will not necessarily work, it will give
you something to say when you get a cold call.
Go to the page listarobinson.es and register your
name. Cold calling companies are supposed to look
at this list to see the people who do not want calling.
If you do get a call when you are on the Robinson List,
you can tell the caller that she is breaking the law by
calling a number on the Robinson List, (a slight
exaggeration but it works well!) . Typically Spanish.

HEY DUDE, WHERE’S MY FAT BELLY……
AND MY MEMORY?

A court in Palma, Majorca upheld an appeal by the victim to overturn
a 2012 ruling which had cleared the medical professionals of any
blame.
The 38-year-old man was undergoing cosmetic surgery on his
"abdomen and thighs" in 2006 when he suffered a cardiac arrest,
according to the Spanish daily, Qué. After being discharged he was
diagnosed with ' cerebral anoxia', which caused him to suffer short-
term memory problems, disorientation and difficulties with speech.
Doctors say he finds it difficult to remember concepts he has learned
only minutes earlier, and that he can't recognize false memories.  The
man was declared permanently disabled as a result of the incident
because of the cognitive disorders and the associated changes in
behaviour that they have provoked.  These include increased anxiety
and aggression, as well as reduced verbal fluency and thinking speed.
The original 2012 court ruling went against the man because he had
signed an informed consent form.  But the victim alleged that the
waiver was invalid because it did not contain enough information.
The court upheld this appeal and ruled that the man was not properly
informed of the risks of the surgery or anaesthesia.  There was found
to be no specific reference to the surgery in the consent form other
than in the title and a single mention of the word 'liposuction'.  No
information about anaesthesia was included in informed consent
section of the 'pre-operation exam' form.  Instead, only the patient's
handwritten name, the name of the doctor, and the date were given.
The surgeon and anaesthetist have now been ordered to pay €160,217
in compensation.                             Steve Tallantyre (news@thelocal.es)

Quickies.
You know those trick candles that you blow out and a couple of seconds
later they come alight again?  Well, the other day there was a fire at
the factory that makes them…………………..                                 Tim Vine
I went to my doctor and asked for something for persistent wind.  He
gave me a kite.                                                                            Les Dawson
Sam: ‘How’s life treating you Norm?’
Norm: ‘Like it caught me sleeping with its wife.’ Cheers

THE ANDALUCIAN ERE SCANDAL CONTINUES.
Former Public Works Minister, Socialist Magdalena Álvarez on Tuesday
was formally named in an ongoing investigation into a fraud scandal
involving an Andalusia government fund used to help pay jobless
benefits.  Seville Judge Mercedes Alaya said the former Socialist
minister, who also served as economic and finance chief for the regional
government from 1994 to 2004, “laid down the rules” in how the money
was transferred from the Andalusia budget into the fund. (Álvarez is
currently the vice president for Trans-European Networks at the
European Investment Bank (EIB), where she earns €20,000 per month!)
“Now is the time to take a qualitative step in the investigation and
determine the participation of other persons and their activities [...]
which would have allowed the misuse of fund transfers, resulting in the
waste of public funds,” the judge wrote in her ruling.  Alaya, who has
been conducting the inquiry for more than a year, also named 19 current
and former officials of Andalusia’s Socialist government for allegedly
misusing public money.
The fund was set up by the government to help cash-strapped businesses
to pay severance pay to laid-off workers. However, the investigation so
far has shown that hundreds of people, such as family members of certain
officials, illegally received money from the fund, including those who
never worked at any of the companies that benefited from the trust. Judge
Alaya has found that some 140 million euro of public money may have
been embezzled between 2001 and 2010.
The scandal has rocked the Socialists who have been governing Spain’s
largest region for nearly 30 years.  The Socialist president of Andalucia,
José Antonio Griñán, who was scheduled to retire in 2016 has now
resigned ‘for personal and family reasons’.  Griñán is also expected to
be indicted shortly as auditors submitted 15 reports on the irregularities
while Griñán was Andalucia’s finance chief and it seems he ignored
them.
The judge has already ordered several former officials held in preventive
custody, including Francisco Javier Guerrero, the region’s former labour
chief. Other targets of her investigation have also been arrested but
released after posting bail.    (Extracts from El Pais)



VIA PARK III

FRESH FOOD SERVED ALL DAY FROM 9:30am
MEALS START AT JUST €5!
THURS: JOYCE’S FUN QUIZ

WITH CASH PRIZE
WEDS & SAT 2PM BINGO

FISH & CHIP FRYDAY ONLY €5!
SAT: MEAT RAFFLE + BONUS BALL!

NOW INCL. WEDNESDAY BONUS BALL!
SUNDAY LUNCHES

FROM ONLY €5!!
ROAST BEEF, PORK & CHICKEN.

ROAST LEG OF LAMB,
ONLY €6!!

NORTHERN SOUL NIGHT
FRIDAY, AUGUST 16TH.

DISCO/KARAOKE WITH DJ GINA G.
EVERY SUNDAY AT 9PM

ALL SPORTS SHOWN ON FOUR SCREENS
FOOTBALL, CRICKET, FORMULA 1.

HAPPY HOUR 4 - 7, MON TO SAT
LARGE SELECTION OF BEERS & SPIRITS

BOTTLED BEER FROM €1.00!
ALL HOUSE SPIRITS €1!

Phone: 965 994 603

THE
12

A Welsh Wedding.
The day after his wedding, Dai Evans returned home.  ‘What’s happened?’ asked his mother.
‘It’s Gwyneth,’ he said.  ‘I found out she is a virgin.  So I left her.’
‘Quite right,’ said his mother.  ‘If she is not good enough for the rest of the boys in the village,
she’s not good enough for you.’
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 IDIOT OF THE MONTH.

THE FACE OF EVIL.
This wretch in the photo is José Bretón.  Just two weeks
ago, a jury of seven women and two men found him
guilty of murdering his two children, Ruth and José, aged
6 and 2 on October 8, 2011.
Although the jury vote was
unanimous,  a majority of
seven would have been
sufficient for a guilty vote
(and five for a not-guilty
vote).
Bretón said he lost the
children while taking them to
a park.  Described as a ‘very
cold character,’ Bretón is
separated from his wife who
was also divorcing him.  It is believed that Bretón gave
the children tranquillizers and then took the bodies to his
parents’ farm in Córdoba.  There he took the bodies, and
together with 250 kg of firewood and 80 litres of diesel,
tried to incinerate and obliterate the remains, the fire
reaching temperatures up to 1,200 degrees.
A search of the parents farm near Córdoba revealed some
bones, which an inept coroner initially stated were animal
bones.  A competent forensic scientist hired by the
mother later revealed that the bones were indeed human.
However no DNA was found.  The forensic scientist did
however find human teeth, and confirmed that they
belonged to two children aged between 2 and 6.
Bretón, who is believed to have killed the children in
revenge for his wife leaving him, has been sentenced to
a total of 40 years in jail, 20 for each murder.  But, under
the Spanish legal system, he is unlikely to serve more
than 25 years.  Let’s hope that these are very demanding.

   At the start of every month I am usually on tenterhooks wondering
‘Will there be another candidate truly deserving an entry in the
coming month’s issue?’  But thankfully, I am never disappointed.
   The first ‘idiot’ this month is The System.  Let me illustrate.  A
Moroccan, who is a legal resident in Barcelona,Spain, asked for an
appointment to apply for Spanish Nationality.  This is just so that
he can hand in his papers.  The clerk in the registry gave him an
appointment for March 19, 2019, six years time!  And that is just to
hand in the papers!  So, using this as measurement: You have to be
legally resident in Spain for ten years before even applying for
nationality.  Then, maybe like this poor chap, you have to wait a
further six years to hand your papers in; then another three years of
red tape before you finally get A DECISION.  Almost 20 years in
all.  The man’s lawyer stated, ‘It seems incredible, but it’s true.’
   Regular readers of The Dream Scene will recognise that ‘history
does repeat itself’ after reading about our next contestant.
   The emergency department of the Can Misses Hospital in Mallorca
had to call the fire service for assistance on the late evening of July
4.  No, it wasn’t a fire but a 51-year-old German man who got his
‘family jewels’ stuck inside a metal ring.  The ring they described
as almost ‘armour plated’ and the hospital just didn’t have the correct
(if you pardon the expression) tool for the job; hence the call to the
firemen.  By the time the fireman arrived the German was
complaining audibly.  ‘Look Heinz, you got yourself into this mess!’
The problem was further complicated as the man’s penis continued
to grow (maybe he just liked firemen and no, I am not making this
up) during the operation.  So in the end they had to administer a full
anaesthetic to the German and continue with the procedure.  During
the operation, which took two hours, the firemen got through two
radial saws and two sets of batteries, before freeing the man’s penis
and testicles.   This is not the first time that Majorcan fire-fighters
have been called upon to free people from various sex-aids/toys but
they said "never one as big as this"….and that is the actual ring they
were talking about, Doris, not the ‘todger.’
   Then tragically last month, a  45-year-old Spanish man died
needlessly during a 50-metre bungee jump in Valdemaqueda,
Madrid.  The reason?  The rope was too long!
   But as we all know, idiots are truly international.  My favourite
last month was the broadcast by the KTVU news team on the Asiana
plane crash in San Francisco.  On their program they reported the
pilots’ names as Captain Sum Ting Wong, Wi Tu Lo, Ho Lee Fuk
and Bang Ding Ow.  They reported this in all seriousness.  This is
not a spoof and you can see it on the following
link to  -
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=xcjkoPkW
3y8
   And let’s not forget the British contestant from
Hemel Hempstead in the UK, who put a traffic
bollard over his head as a joke (photo) and then
was stuck inside it for two hours.  Eventually, he
was freed by the police. You can watch the video
of the incident and his ‘escape’ here -
http://www.telegraph.co.uk/news/uknews/10139237/Man-gets-

-Of course I love ya darlin
You're a bloody top-notch bird
And when I say you're gorgeous
I mean every single word
-So ya bum is on the big side
I don't mind a bit of flab
It means that when I'm ready
There's somethin' there to grab
-So your belly isn't flat no more
I tell ya, I don't care
So long as when I cuddle ya
I can get my arms round there
-No Sheila who is your age
Has nice round perky breasts
They just gave in to gravity
But I know ya did ya best
-I'm tellin' ya the truth now
I never tell ya lies
I think it’s very sexy
That you've got dimples on ya thighs
-I swear on me nanna's grave now
The moment that we met
I thought you was as good as
I was ever gonna get
-No matter what u look like
I'll always love ya dear
Now shut up while the cricket’s on
And fetch another beer..

An Australian Love Poem.

DREAM HILLS (1) FIESTA!  SAT’ SEPTEMBER 7th AT 6pm.
Dream hills will be holding another ‘get-together’ on the above date
at  La Casita.  All residents are invited.  Although food & drink will
be provided, could you please bring something along to share with
others.  The spread, provided mainly by your goodselves during the
party in July, was tremendous and because of the new time and date,
we expect more to attend this time.
Speaking from personal experience, it might be a good idea to also
bring along a stool or small chair as all the available seating gets
occupied very quickly.  It promises to be a great evening!
Grateful thanks to David the handyman in Dream Hills, who
continues to do a wonderful job.  Well done, Dave!



14

LIME BAR
VIA PARK III

ALL SPORTS ON 7 LARGE SCREENS!
CATCH 3 GAMES AT 4pm EVERY SATURDAY!

SLIMMER’S WORLD EVERY MONDAY AT 11.30am.
MON & THURS AT 9PM DOMINOES & CRIB NIGHTS

FRIDAYS AT 9PM
FUN QUIZ NIGHT

WITH MEAT RAFFLE,
STAND-UP BINGO &

PLAY YOUR CARDS RIGHT!
JOIN THE LIME BAR

GOLF SOCIETY & FISHING CLUB
Free WiFi

Happy Hour Mon - Fri 3 ‘til 7 pm
Tel: 659 899 831

LIME BAR GOLF SOCIETY, LOS ALTOS, ORIHUELA COSTA
The golf societies venue for the 10th of July 2013 was held at the El Valle Golf Course.
About thirty players took to the course in warm glorious sunshine which was in good condition although unforgiving
for any mistakes made.
The competition was the ‘Captain’s Cup’ in
Stableford format and the scores recorded are as
follows.
Nearest the Pin on the 9th Hole was Andy McDonald.
Nearest the Pin on the 15th hole was Dave Cahill.
1st Best Guest with a score of 27 points was J Mc
Ginn.
2nd Best Guest with a score of 25 points was Chris
Denee.
The captain decided to award the winners by mixing
the the score cards and drawing ‘blind pairs’ with
the highest joint scores, giving all players an equal
chance with a cup going to the winning pair together
with golf prizes to them and the runners up.
4th place Steve Cottle and Colin Capper with a joint
score of 58.
3rd place John Winkley and Dave Everson with a
joint score of 59.
2nd place John McGregor and Dave Cahill with a joint score of 59 (on count back).
1st place Nev. Greenwood and Don Martin with a joint score of 67.
Nev. Greenwood’s independent score was a magnificent 42 points, congratulations to him.
A very good day in pleasant company; thank you to Captain Mick Slater for organising the event and also thanks to
the Staff at The Lime Bar and ladies for a most enjoyable meal.  Anyone wishing join our friendly society just needs
to phone Mick on 659 866 468.

A Very Naughty Johnny.
Teacher asks the class "I want you to explain the word "contagious".
Little Sarah puts her hand up and says "Miss, it's something to do with diseases being passed between people".
"Well done" says teacher, "Can anyone add more".
Little Johnny shouts out "Miss, Miss, it means something that takes a long time"
Teacher, wondering what Little Johnny is on about, asks him to explain:"Well Miss, my Dad and I went out for a walk on
Saturday and we saw a man painting his door with a tiny paint brush. Dad said "It'll take that c**t ages to paint that door
with a brush like that".
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GOVERNMENT RENEGES ON PROMISE

TO PAY SUPPLIERS.
The third service provider payment-plan will not even cover half
of last year's unpaid invoices by the end of 2013. Of the 19.35
billion euros of unpaid bills, the first stage of payments will
cover only 8.2 billion euros, and the Finance Ministry won't free
up these funds until the end of the year. Priority will be given
to town councils, which will receive 3 billion euros, followed
by the regional governments.
Most of the private sector service providers will have to wait
until next year to receive their payments. Companies in the
construction, contracting and lending businesses that work with
service providers are understandably angered at the newest
delays, even if they are not voicing their frustration loudly. The
government's inability to pay these service providers on time is
the main reason that their balance sheets are in disarray, and they
are tired of financing the public sector's spending in this way.
The healthcare industry has been hit hardest by delayed service
provider payments, racking up a total of 7 billion € in back
payments. The pharmaceutical industry in particular has 3.53
billion € in unpaid hospital medicines. The pharmaceutical
companies are trying to channel investments outside of Spain
and have even started to increase their foreign sales in order to
compensate for domestic sales struggles.
Service providers have had to make a series of cutbacks to their
staff and salaries, but these will have little effect because now
they will have to wait even longer to receive their payments.
Cristóbal Montoro, who promised to reduce the term that Public
Administrations have to pay their service providers to just 30
days by the end of this year, was not able to keep his word. And
2012 invoices will still be unpaid as we enter 2014 as companies
keep financing the government.  (ElEconomista)

STAMP FRAUD.
The pyramid selling of rare stamps (Ponzi fraud scheme) in
Spain has finally led 14 directors of Afinsa to the accused bench.
The judge has set bail at 1.928 billion €. The judge says that the
stamp investing was just a cover-up which has seen the
defrauding of 190,000 clients.   Many of the investors  are
pensioners for whom investing their savings in rare stamps
appeared a more attractive option than placing them in a
lower-return bank savings account.  The personal investments
ranged from €600 to €600,000!
Customers bought a series of stamps, which the company
promised to buy back in the future.  The customer was also paid
interest on the stamps’ value, say 6% over three years.
Customers were strongly discouraged from taking the stamps
home, as ‘stamps were very delicate and the more expensive
they were, the more vulnerable they were to damage.’  The
company also offered to hold the stamps in safekeeping for the
clients free of charge!  Surprisingly, very few buyers even asked
to see the stamps and those that did were just shown the same
stamps as other customers who asked.
The court is accusing the Afinsa directors of fraud, punishable
insolvency, and the laundering of capital.  The first arrests were
made in May 2006 and it is not until seven years later that the
leaden wheels of justice are starting to turn.  One of the Spanish
consumer associations, ADICAE, has been warning the
government and the public about these type of operations since
2002 but were largely ignored.
A similar company, Forum Filatélico, operated around the same
time and went bust with a debt black-hole of more than €3
billion.  It is believed that around 400,000 investors in total have
been defrauded by both companies.

TASTE OF INDIA
TRADITIONAL INDIAN CUISINE
Pizza, Steaks, Burgers & Take Away

Authentic recipes and Tandoori Special
always using fresh ingredients & spices

LUNCH MENU ONLY €8.45.
SPECIAL EVENING MENU -
CHOICE OF ANY STARTER,

ANY CURRY,
ANY RICE OR NAN OR CHIPS

Inc. Glass of wine, soft drink or small beer
ONLY €10.

Open daily - 1pm to 3pm & 5pm to 12am
Via Park II Tel:634 821 727

Near Zenia Boulivard.

Los Balcones, opposite Mercadona.
NEWLY REFURBISHED & COMFORTABLE

SOUTH-FACING LOUNGE
WITH THE BEST ENTERTAINMENT

ON THE COSTA!
WEDNESDAY: QUIZ & OPEN THE BOX

THURDSAY: GUITAR NIGHT
WITH DARI NORBERT

FRIDAY: SUZIE - SENSATIONAL VOCALIST!
SUNDAY: BARBECUE FOLLOWED

BY KARAOKE WITH
ROCKABILLY REBEL!

LIVE FOOTBALL & ALL SPORTS
ON LARGE SCREENS.

DELICIOUS FRESHLY PREPARED FOOD.
TEL: 695 08 28 16Wi-Fi

DO YOU NEED
AN ELECTRICIAN?

OR A PLUMBER?
ALSO GENERAL REPAIRS

PAINTING & MAINTENANCE
BATHROOM & SHOWER-ROOM

CONVERSIONS.
SATELLITE SYSTEMS INSTALLED -

ASK FOR DETAILS.
NO JOB TOO SMALL
& NO JOB TOO BIG!

Lots of satisfied customers in this area.
References available.

CALL ED ON
693 661 958

Very reasonable rates.

My grandfather was killed at Custer’s last stand.
He was camping in the next field and went over
to complain about the noise.             Joey Adams
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NEW OPENING HOURS!
Now opening at 1pm Monday to Friday and serving food till at least 11pm

Saturday and Sunday opening 9.30am till late
LOOK OUT FOR OUR NEW MENUS

PLUS NEW ADDITIONS TO OUR POPULAR RANGE OF BURGERS
-A big thank you to everyone who helped on the evening of Rik's accident, and to all
who were so concerned about his welfare. He is now pretty well back to normal and

working hard to make up !
Monday Evening - Steak and Ribs

Tuesday Night – Choose a Homemade Dessert for 1Euro
with any main course off our Bistro menu!

 Wednesday Evening – Steak and Ribs
Thursday Evening – Steak and Sauce

    Friday Evening – Burger & Bud Night
 Saturday Evenings – Steak and Wine Special

Sunday – Sunday Roast from 12 noon till 9.30pm
Wallet Watchers Menu available Monday to Saturday

Still offering quality DVD's, Ink Cartridges, Phone card top-ups and Laundry Service
With so much on offer, come and enjoy our hospitality soon!

Tel. 966 798 122 or 696 285 861               e-mail. rikandkath@gmail.com

We didn’t have metaphors in my day.  We didn’t
beat about the bush.                     Fred Truman

RENEWAL ENERGY GENERATION PENALISED!
The Spanish Government, has just introduced a draft decree
to penalise renewable energy generation at home through
higher tariffs.  Under the draft decree, drawn up by the
Ministry of Industry, energy generation at home will be hit
by a new “support toll” (tarifa de respaldo) 27% higher than
the tariff paid by users of conventional “dirty” energy
generated by the big energy companies.
The Government argues it needs to control the growth of
renewable's at home to protect the energy industry as it goes
through a “complicated economic situation.” No doubt the
electricity companies are delighted with this.  Another case
of ‘Let’s stuff the consumer and look after the Big Boys!’
Spain is a country with abundant sunshine where solar power
generation at home has grown massively in the last five years
(despite the usual grants being withdrawn), as the price of
solar panels tumbled by 80%, and the crisis encouraged
households to seek ways of saving money.
Once the decree is passed (the National Energy Commission
have yet to give an opinion on the matter), companies and
households that generate their own energy from renewable
sources will have two months to register and start paying the
new toll, or face substantial fines and being cut off the grid.
Now, I hope that this new decree will just be geared towards
those who generate their total electricity requirement from
natural sources.  If it effected everybody who had a solar
panel, there will be a ruckus!  But then again, never doubt
the ability of government to make a bad situation
considerably worse and not give a damn! More here-
http://elpais.com/elpais/2013/07/23/inenglish/1374591905_
024635.html

IMPORTANT URBANISATION LAW CHANGES.
There have been some major changes to the Law of
Horizontal Property (Act 49/1960) which became effective
on June 26.
Although many of the articles have been amended (quorum
and number of votes needed to reach various agreements and
many other changes,), here I will just deal with the changes
which affect the important issue of non-payment of
urbanisation fees.
From now on, the person/company/bank who acquires a
property will be liable, together with the property, for the
urbanisation fees in the year of acquisition and three years
before.  The previous law stated that the maximum claimable
by a new owner was a maximum of two years - the current
and previous year.  The actual property itself constitutes a
guarantee for the payment of these debts with independence
of who the owner is.  This means that the community debt
will have preference over the mortgages’ charging the
property.
Purchasers will now be demanding debt certificates much
more rigorously and it also imposes additional responsibility
on the secretary and president of the community.  The debt
certificate has to be responded to by the community of owners
within a term of seven days of the filing of the application.
The secretary and president will have liability for any
inaccuracy with regard to the information contained in the
certificate in the case of negligance or wilful misconduct as
well as liability for any delay in the granting of the certificate.
So if your president does not comply correctly with this, he
can be sued by the community of owners.
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TRANSLATOR & COMPUTER TRAINER
If you find computers too complicated or need assistance
in your everyday Spanish life, then, I’m your man!
Computer training and translations are my speciality. I live
in the Dreams Hills area. I’m originally from Spain, and have
two years of experience as a translator, and many years
dealing with computers, since I have two computer-related
college degrees from the US.
Please, let me know if you need any assistance with the
following:

CALL DAVID NOW
689 416 103

Your experienced native Spanish translator!
Your experienced computer teacher!

EMAIL: david@torreviejatranslation.com
WEB: http://torreviejatranslation.com/

TRANSLATIONS
•HOSPITALS / DOCTORS
•POLICE REPORTS
•OFFICIAL TRANSLATIONS
(STAMPED)
•UNOFFICIAL WRITTEN
TRANSLATIONS
•NIE / RESIDENCIA
•DRIVING LICENCES
•COURT
•TOWN HALLS
•SCHOOL MEETINGS

COMPUTER TRAINING
•WINDOWS XP, VISTA, 7
•MICROSOFT OFFICE
(WORD, EXCEL, POWER
POINT, ACCESS, ETC.)
•INTERNET
•EMAILING
•MESSENGER
•PRINTER & SCANNER
•SECURITY & ANTIVIRUS
•VIRUS REMOVAL
•PC CONFIGURATIONS

SUNSHINE SUNSET BOAT PARTIES
- A REVIEW.

Together with about 150 others, we boarded the
large catamaran which is moored in Torrevieja
harbour, opposite the Casino.  The crowd was
multi-national and good humoured, everybody
looking forward to a great evening and another
ripping performance by The Faith.
The boat, which provides the ferry service to the
Island of Tabarca, slowly backed its way out of the
mooring together with a slight whiff of diesel fumes
mixed with the sweet aroma of exotic tobaccos from
the large German contingent on board - a heady
mix!  There was a rising feeling of expectancy in
the crowd; lots of laughing, joking and ‘let’s get this
party started’ attitude!
Shortly after we got our drinks Charley (Farley) -

‘The Pirate’ & guitarist with The
Faith - banged out the opening
bars to AC/DC’s Shook Me All
Night Long, then Robbie Priest
(photo left), jumped in with the
vocals and it was PARTY ON!
ROCK THE BOAT!
The band played on the upper
deck and everybody was on their
feet, strutting their stuff and

soaking in the atmosphere.
Once we had left the harbour enjoying the cooler
breezes, the boat started to roll heavily, which as
Robbie said, ‘Gives a new meaning to Rock ‘n
Roll!’  When one of the speakers tumbled, the
captain wisely decided to remain within the
breakwater and the party continued without a hitch.
The Faith gave 100% that night, which was as rocky
as you can get with music from The Who,
Motorhead, AC/DC, Guns & Roses and many
others.  What was particularly popular with the
crowd was their ‘punk set’.  If you weren’t up
dancing it was only because there wasn’t space….or
you were dead!
At around 11:30pm, as we returned to the moorings
in Torry’ harbour with The Faith continuing to
‘bang them out’; it was obvious to the crowds
around the harbour that this was the best party in
town and they had missed out!  Those on board had
enjoyed an excellent night’s entertainment, some
lovely cool sea breezes and great company.  The
night we were on board, there was also a baby in a
pram there and he slept the whole night……..even
through The Faith!  Get his hearing checked, Mother!
Drinks and snack food is available on board at very
generous prices and the hospitality crew couldn’t
be more helpful.  All in all it is a very well organised
event and a ‘must’ for your
summer outings.  If your taste in
music is a bit more sedate, you
will see from the advert opposite
that most tastes and ages are
catered for, depending on the trip.
Every Saturday and Wednesday,
it is Wet & Funky Party Time
from 1pm ‘till 5:30pm, with sun
and swimming guaranteed.
Due to their popularity, many of these parties are
booked-up well before the actual event.  If you
procrastinate you will be disappointed.

CUT-OUT&KEEP!

August 2,         Shawaddywaddy Tribute & more!
August 3,         Zoo life Boat Party - Battle of the DJ’s.
August 9,         Wet & Funky House Party with DJ’s.
August 13,       Caribbean Night!
August 14,       Ladies Night with JJ Soulman, Ricky Devine .
August 16,       Wet & Funky Boat House Party.
August 21,       U2/Bono Tribute / Lynden B entertains.
August 22,       Pink Ladies Charity Night, Dan Davey, Nick Gold
August 23,       Wet & Funky Boat House Party, Guest DJ’s.
August 29,       The Faith.
August 30,       Showaddywaddy Tribute & more!
September 6,   Wet & Funky Boat House Party.
September 13, Ladies Night, Lynden B entertains.
September 14, The Faith -
September 20, Wet & Funky Boat House Party.

Wet & Funky Boat Parties Sat’ & Wed’  1:30pm to 5:30pm
Other parties start at Torrevieja Harbour at 8pm & return for 11pm.

Two bars on board with  prices -
Wine €1.50, Beer €1.20, Spirit with Mixer €4.50!

Available from The Lounge, Lago Jardin II, Los Balcones Tel:638683941
TICKETS ALSO AVAILABLE FROM Island of Tabarca Box Office,
Torrevieja Marina, Torrevieja; Captain’s Table, Punta Prima;
Tiger Feet, La Fuente, Campoamor; Iceland’s in-store cafeteria, Torrevieja;
Open All Hours, La Zenia.

www.facebook.com/sunshinesunset.cruise
E-mail sunshinesunsetcruise@gmail.com

Two cannibals were eating a clown.  One said to the other: ‘Does this taste funny to you?’



€38.99 + IVA

MBC Action4

MBC
ACTION

Azuretel’s technology offers customers a telephone
service with either a new local Spanish telephone
number or a UK Number, or both.

Azuretel call rates are more competitive than Telefonica,
just cents per minute for calls to the UK and Eire.

The Azuretel system provides a
secure 2mb broadband service.

3mb, 4mb & 6mb broadband also
available.

Distributors for MÁSMÓV!L
Awesome rates!

3MB BROADBAND MULTI PACKAGE & FREE INSTALLATION

TV ONLY PACKAGE -
€139 installation;

then just €10.00 per month!
20 FREE-TO-AIR CHANNELS!
TV & INTERNET PACKAGE

Only €30 pcm + IVA
 Installation €99 (+IVA)

+ TELEPHONE with UK or
SPANISH Number.

*FREE INSTALLATION

     G
REAT

NEW DEALS!

€28.00*pcm + IVA

TV WITHOUT A LARGE DISH!

Brian goes into his local chemist and asks the assistant behind the counter, ‘What’s this Viagra like, then?’
‘It’s very good sir,’ says the assistant, ‘I use it myself.’
‘Good,’ says Brian.  ‘Can you get it over the counter?’
To which the assistant answers, ‘Only if I take six, sir.

INTERNET ONLY PACKAGES
3MB €17.50 + IVA pcm
4MB €23.00 + IVA pcm

 NOW AVAILABLE 6mb €26 + IVA!
Installation charge of €99 applies.
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Another Nun’s Story.
A nun walks into Mother Superior's office and plunks down into
a chair. She lets out a sigh heavy with frustration.  'What troubles
you, Sister?' asked the Mother Superior. 'I thought this was the
day you spent with your family.' 'It was,' sighed the Sister. 'And
I went to play golf with my brother. We try to play golf as often
as we can. You know I was quite a talented golfer before I
devoted my life to Christ.'
'I seem to recall that,' the Mother Superior agreed. 'So I take it
your day of recreation was not relaxing?'
'Far from it,' snorted the Sister. 'In fact, I even took the Lord's
name in vain today!'
'Goodness, Sister!' gasped the Mother Superior, astonished. 'You
must tell me all about it!'
'Well, we were on the fifth tee... and this hole is a monster,
Mother, 540 yard Par 5, with a nasty dogleg right and a hidden
green... and I hit the drive of my life.  I creamed it.  The sweetest
swing I ever made.  And it's flying straight and true, right along
the line I wanted... and it hits a bird in mid-flight!'
'Oh my!' commiserated the Mother. 'How unfortunate! But
surely that didn't make you blaspheme, Sister!'
'No, that wasn't it,' admitted Sister. 'While I was still trying to
fathom what had happened, this squirrel runs out of the woods,
grabs my ball and runs off down the fairway!'
'Oh, that would have made me blaspheme!' sympathized the
Mother.
'But I didn't, Mother!' sobbed the Sister. 'And I was so proud of
myself! And while I was pondering whether this was a sign from
God, this hawk swoops out of the sky and grabs the squirrel and
flies off, with my ball still clutched in his paws!'   'So that's when
you cursed,' said the Mother with a knowing smile.
'Nope, that wasn't it either,' cried the Sister, anguished, 'because
as the hawk started to fly out of sight, the squirrel started
struggling, and the hawk dropped him right there on the green,
and the ball popped out of his paws and rolled to about 18
inches from the cup!'
Mother Superior sat back in her chair, folded her arms across
her chest, fixed the Sister with a baleful stare and said.…………..
‘You missed the f**king put, didn’t you?’

Fly Screens 4 U!!
‘Feel the breeze not the bites’

The Ultimate System!!
NEW UNIQUE 100% MAGNETISED,

FRAMELESS, FLEXIBLE FLYSCREENS
ANY SHAPED WINDOWS FROM €39!

MAGNETIZED TO SECURITY GRILL DOOR
FROM  €69

DOORS / PATIOS FROM €99!
SAME DAY SERVICE AVAILABLE

PEST MAGIC €39.99
Contact Michelle or Stacey on

TEL: 695 50 40 34 or 965 07 88 77
FREE

COCKROACH

REPELLER W
ITH

3 W
INDOWS

Eggs, cholesterol, Omega-3 fatty acids and beer.
   One of the problems with modern living is that food we were
once told was bad for us is now good and vice versa.    Back
in the early 70’s, the American Heart Foundation
recommended  limiting egg intake to three a week.  Since then
this theory has been debunked by a number of sources, the
latest being the University of Granada.   Health professionals
traditionally insisted that eating eggs increased cholesterol
levels, however, the most recent research suggests that
increased serum cholesterol is more affected by intake of
saturated fats and transfats -- present in red meat, industrial
baked goods, etc. -- than by the amount of cholesterol in the
diet.  The research, which involved nine countries,
demonstrated that eating larger amounts of egg is neither
linked to higher serum cholesterol nor to worse cardiovascular
health in adolescents, regardless of their levels of physical
activity.  The conclusions, published in the journal Nutrición
Hospitalaria, confirm recent studies in healthy adults that
suggest that an intake of up to seven eggs a week is not
associated with an increased risk of developing cardiovascular
diseases.  You can read more here -
http://www.sciencedaily.com/releases/2013/07/13071908390
8.htm
  The taking of ‘supplements’ has always been surrounded by
controversy.  Of these, Omega-3 fatty acids, which are found
naturally in oily fish, have long been hailed as protection
against a host of maladies including heart attacks and strokes,
arthritis and various cancers.  But a recent controversial study
found that men with high levels of omega-3 in their blood
were at 43% greater risk of prostate cancer than those with
low concentrations, while less common aggressive “high-
grade” tumours were 71% more likely than in those not taking
supplements.  The difference in blood concentrations of the
fatty acids between the two groups was the equivalent of more
than two portions of salmon per week, researchers said.  Now
this is not excessive.  It is unclear why omega-3 increased the
risk of the disease but the effect could be related to the body’s
conversion of fatty acids into compounds which can damage
cells and DNA, and suppress the immune system, researchers
said.  The full article, and the comments on the article which
are very informative, can be found here -
http://www.telegraph.co.uk/health/healthnews/10172445/Om
ega-3-supplements-could-raise-prostate-cancer-risk.html
   One comment on the article was that the researchers were
morons and that ‘Populations that have high intake of omega
3 (like the Japanese) have very low rates of prostate cancer.
They also have higher intake of iodine, which is likely to
prevent prostate cancer…….A more plausible explanation of
what’s going on here is that men with high Omega 3 in their
blood ALSO have high mercury levels, from consuming fish.
Omega 3 and mercury are correlated because they both come
from fish. There is evidence that mercury (and other pollutants
that come from fish, like PCBs, and brominated fire
retardants) cause prostate cancer.’
    In this hot weather, dehydration is a common problem.
Men need to drink about three litres a day, women 2.2 litres.
The Spanish Society of Dietetics and Food Sciences has now
revealed that beer is good for hydration!  Now how many
Phd’s did they have to determine this?  They recommend a
moderate intake of beer for men - two to three cañas a day but
only one or two for women. They warn that in healthy adults,
a dehydration of 2.8% of body weight after exposure to heat
and strong exercise, leads to a decrease in concentration &
short-term memory, increased fatigue, head pain and reduced
response times.  Bit like how I feel after a few beers!

My Mother
My mother taught me about time travel:
‘If you don’t behave, I’m going to knock you into the middle of
next week!’
My mother taught me logic:
‘Because I said so, that’s why.’
My mother also taught me irony:
‘Keep crying and I’ll give you something to cry about.’

Has anyone here been caught thieving in
the Middle East?  Let’s have a show of hands.

Jimmy Carr
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Recap:  Looking back very briefly over 19th Century Spain, we
saw war with Britain, invasion by France, disruption to the
monarchial line, regular interference by the army in the running
of the country and the disappearance of the Spanish Empire.
The resumption of hostilities with Britain led to the destruction
of the French and Spanish fleets by Nelson at Cape Trafalgar in
1805.  The French military occupation of the country led to the
departure of Ferdinand VII to France, where he ceded the
Spanish throne to the Bonaparte’s.  The occupation also led to
a popular and violent uprising by the Spanish.  The rebel Spanish
leadership fled from Seville to Cádiz.  Here the Cortes of Cádiz
convened in 1810 under the leadership of the liberals.  After
much discussion (two years!) they promulgated a new
constitution with Spain becoming a parliamentary monarchy,
and would later abolish the Inquisition.  A combined British,
Portuguese and Spanish force, under the command of the Duke
of Wellington, defeated the French at the Battle of Vitoria.  On
his return Ferdinand quashed the new constitution and
established an absolute monarchy.  The Spanish American
colonies used the chaos in Spain to break away from the patria,
with the exception of Cuba and Puerto Rico.  The Philippines in
the Pacific also remained as a colony for the present.
The pronunciamiento of Major Rafael de Riego in 1920, once
again brought the parliamentary monarchy to the fore but it also
gave the army a taste for interfering in politics, which they
continued to do for the remainder of the century.  There were
pronunciamientos and more pronunciamientos, interspersed
with three wars with the Carlists - a reactionary and legitimist
political movement from the north of Spain; a brief experiment
with a Spanish Republic, abdications and finally a Restoration
System, where a constitutional monarchy was re-established and
a new constitution in 1876.  Betweeen 1875 and 1923, the turno
pacifico was devised so that the Conservative and Liberal parties
could alternate power through managed (rigged) elections.
In 1898 Spain was shaken and humiliated by the loss of Cuba,
Puerto Rico and the Philippines to the ‘sausage makers’ in the
United States.  Referred to as ‘the Disaster’, this loss of national
prestige caused much soul-searching and talk of ‘regeneration.’
One philosopher-writer, José Prtega y Gasset, commented, ‘In
Spain, there is a good deal to see but not much to eat.  Spain
today, rather than a nation, is a cloud of dust remaining after a
great people galloped down the highway of history.’  Although
the country may have been at ‘rock-bottom’, the first quarter of
the 20th century witnessed the highest cultural level in Spain
since the 17th century with writers of the calibre of Machado,
Juan Ramon Jimenez, a Noble Prize winner, Pio Baroja and
Jacinto Benavente, another Noble Prize winner. In the latter part
of the 19th century and the beginning of the 20th,, Basque and
Catalan nationalism began to be more vocal and demanding.
Economic development:  Although in this series of articles I
have not covered much about the economic development of
Spain, it was in these two regions, Basque & Catalan, that the
country’s industrial strength lay.  Although they were still a
half-century behind Britain and much of Europe, protectionism
still kept many foreign imports out, particularly cheap American
wheat.  Luddism was also often a problem, even into the early
part of the 20th century when peasants in Catalonia destroyed a
local meteorological station and killed the director as they
believed the station caused drought.
But Spain was still mainly an agrarian society, although an
inefficient one, not benefiting from the modern technological
advances in the sector or the transport revolution.  Average yield
per hectare was around half that of France and Germany.  Of
Spain’s three main crops, wheat, olives and vines, it was cereal
production that occupied more than 50% of all arable land.  Until
1931 it represented twice the total value in money terms of all
other agricultural production, and five times coal, iron and steel
production put together.
But one of the biggest problems of the 19th century was the
failure of successive Spanish rulers and governments to facilitate
and promote land distribution and ownership among the public.

By the start of the 20th century, the bulk of the land still
remained in the grasp of the Church, industrialists and the
large estates of the land-owning nobles.
It was in the south that mining came to the fore.  With the
Mining Act of 1868, a mine could be established for the
equivalent of £20.  Spain was the bargain basement of the
world for copper, lead, iron, mercury and zinc.  Rio Tinto
was the flagship of the mining bonanza.  Established in
1873, between 1897 and 1911 it yielded British and Spanish
investors an annual average return of 70% on capital
invested!
 Despite the lowest wages in Spain and a deadly level of
contamination, the famished and desperate southerners had
no option but to work in these hell-hole mines or in the
sweltering above-ground furnaces.  Dreadful conditions led
to some savage industrial conflicts and the massacre of a
peaceful demonstration in front of a town hall in 1888.  The
conniving and repressive attitude of the Spanish authorities
shocked even the conservative deputy for the area who
reported the slaughter to parliament.
The rise of Anarchism: Prior to 1868, social unrest was
normally an agrarian phenomenon, but now with the growth
of industry and the equally onerous working conditions in
that sector, new political groupings began to emerge in the
south and in Barcelona, hoping to improve the lot of the
worker.   The anarchists’ political philosophy first came to
Spain in 1868.  This was based on the teachings of the
Russian Mikhail Bakunin.  He called for the end of all
governments.  He stated that ‘The new world will be won
only after the last king has been strangled in the guts of the
last priest.’  The starving, exploited and destitute peasants
of Murcia, Andalucia and Extramadura had had enough
and were now looking to revolutionary violence ‘
propaganda by deed’ to better their miserable lives.  Within
five years there were 50,000 Spanish anarchists and their
violent philosophy soon spread to many other regions in
Spain.
In 1883, a conspiracy by the anarchists to murder the entire
upper class of Andalucia was uncovered and 14 anarchists
were garrotted in Cádiz.  Later thousands of peasants armed
with sickles marched into Jerez de la Frontera and attacked
anyone wearing good clothes.  Bombings by the anarchists
began in the 1890’s and were indiscriminate.
The government responded to these bombings with equal
savagery.  Following a bombing in Barcelona, there was a
mass arrest of 400 suspects.  Many were horribly tortured,
several dying before they came to trial.  Five were
eventually executed but the original culprit was never
found.  There was considerable international outrage at the
treatment of the prisoners at the time.
During a performance of William Tell in the Gran Teatre
del Liceu, Barcelona, in November 1893, two bombs were
thrown into the audience.  Twenty people were killed and
many more injured.
Anarchists would later assassinate three prime ministers,
wound another and make two unsuccessful attempts to kill
the king.  The anarchists would then form a trade union,
the Anarcho-Syndicalist union, CNT - Confederacion
Nacional del Trabjo - in 1910 ‘for a final battle against a
decrepit capitalist society.’  The CNT would have a
membership of 700,000 by 1919!
By contrast the founding of the Marxist Spanish Socialist
Party, the PSOE, was almost muted in 1879.  Their
disciplined, legalistic approach failed to strike a chord with
the majority of Spanish workers, with the result that their
membership grew very slowly until the 1930’s.
My aunt used to tell me, ‘What you can’t see, can’t hurt you.’
Well, she died from radiation poisoning a few months back…
(Harry Hill)

The History of Spain, Part 33.  Recap’ of 19th Century, Economic Development and the Rise of Anarchism.
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Lime Bar Fishing Sunbathing Club.

  Summer has arrived.  Shirts off & slip, slap, slop!  33 degrees,
sat in the shade of the bamboo watching the wildlife go by.  Lots
of people said I would be bored and restless when I retired.  Bring
it on!  Even a bad day’s fishing (and I’ve had plenty) is better than
a good day’s work.
   At this month’s meeting, we welcomed Charles Hale back into
the club.  Somebody else who can catch more fish than me!!!
Fagin also told us that we have “loads of money”.  This is a good
excuse for anti-social Baz to organise another “soiree”.
   The July match was fished on the Eden again.  The water was
very low with zero flow.  Depending on the swim, we were plagued
by either terrapins or baby mullet stealing the bait.  Fishing was
hard, so well done to Mike the scribe with 10lbs & John with 7lbs.
No snakes this week, but there were rafts of mullet swimming in
tight circles, a rat and a 6 inch brown crayfish.
  “Three rod” Geordie is in the UK.  He emailed John a photo of
a huge fish he caught while pike fishing.  Geoff (the snapper – as
in photos!) has been fishing the “new” water near Santa Pola.  He
is trying to better Geordie’s largest “Spanish” fish and caught an
8.5 pounder.  Watch out Geordie!  He’s on your tail.
   After clearing the 24 swims at the Eden last month, we have been
asked by the three other angling clubs if we want to join them in
an inter club match series.  I laughed at them.  I said, “I have read
your results in the free papers, we would get hammered by you
professionals.”  They regularly catch 20 kg of fish, so it has been
suggested that some form of handicap could be invoked.  That will
be interesting.  One arm tied behind their back so they can’t use a
landing net?  Still, we might pick up a few tips!
   After a busy last month, not much going on now, just chillaxing!

Two morons were in a boat fishing. They had a great
day.  One said to the other "we should mark this
spot." So the other one leaned over a put a mark on
the side of the boat.  Moron 1said, "You fool that
won't work". "Why" said moron 2.  "We may not get
the same boat tomorrow".

Next meeting is at The Lime Bar @ 17.30 Mon 5 August.

Fishy fingers!
The Ghost.

Political Joke.
Recently, while I was working in the flower beds in the front garden, my neighbours stopped to chat as they returned home
from walking their dog.  During our friendly conversation, I asked their 12 year old daughter what she wanted to be when she
grows up.  She said she wanted to be Prime Minister one day.
Both of her parents – Labour Party voters - were standing there, so I asked her: "If you were Prime Minister what would be the
first thing you would do?"
She replied, "I'd give food and houses to all the homeless people."
Her parents beamed with pride!
"Wow, what a worthy goal!" I said. "But you don't have to wait until you're Prime Minister to do that!" I told her.
"What do you mean?" she replied.
So I told her: "You can come over to my house and mow the lawn, pull weeds, trim my hedge and I'll pay you £50. Then you
can go down to the Town Centre, find a homeless man and can give him the £50 to buy food."
She thought that over for a few seconds, then she looked me straight in the eye and asked, "Why doesn't the homeless man
come over and do the work and you can just pay him the £50?"
I said, "Welcome to the Conservative Party."
Her parents aren't speaking to me any more.                                                                                                          (Pete Dudman)

GONE MAD IN MURCIA!
I really think they have ‘lost the plot’ in Murcia.  With
a property market in tatters, millions wasted on a new
airport and other questionable ventures, their regional
government has now announced further increases to
those introduced early in the year by central government
on property transactions.
From July 8, 2013, the following changes are effective:
• If you purchase a second-hand property in the Murcian
region, the transaction tax is now increased from 7 to
8%.
• If you purchase a new property in the region, the IVA
rate of 10% has now been increased to 12%!
• If you take any step or contract which has to be
notarised in a public deed - which covers most contracts
including mortgages, an additional tax of 1.5% will be
applied.  Not only are notaries virtually useless and just
another expensive, superfluous bureaucratic hurdle, they
seem now to turning into tax collectors as well!
• In relation to inheritance tax payable in the region, the
previous discount of 99%, which applied to heirs over
the age of 21 years of age (and resident), has now been
cancelled.
So, would you buy a property in Murcia?
Whereas the above news is undoubtedly some of the
dumbest financial stories I have come across this month,
the region also produced one of the silliest and tragic.
During the Virgen de Carmen fiesta in Murcia, a
45-year-old man won a drinking contest after drinking
six litres of beer in only 20 minutes.  After he stopped
he felt unwell and had died by the time he got to hospital.
I doubt they will put his ‘victory’ on the gravestone.

CORVERA AIRPORT - THE LATEST.
President Valcárcel of Murcia Region announced during
July hinted that the target date for Corvera Airport being
open to the public is Easter 2014 “all being well”.  And
that’s a definite maybe!
The Minister of Tourism for Murcia, Pedro Alberto
Cruz, also told reporters that “clear and decisive
news” would be made known “by the end of the
month”.
Meanwhile, the Castellon Airport
saga continues to defy credibility.
The latest is that A E N A
Inspectors have studied the
runway and ruled that it is not safe for larger
commercial aircraft to use the runway unless and until
further steps are taken to modify the runway.  The
Generalitat Valenciana, who are hoping to sell the
airport, are now running around like headless chickens
trying to determine what the additional costs will be.

Not Fast Food!
The diner had been waiting a long time for his meal and was on the
point of walking out when the waiter appeared.  ‘I must apologise for
the delay, sir,’ said the waiter, ‘but your fish will be coming in a minute.’
The diner replied coldly: ‘What bait are you using?’
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(Many of the images in this newsletter are from El Mundo, Efe, Informacion and other great media sources.)

BUSHIDO
JU-JITSU

At
THE EMERALD ISLE

LA FLORIDA
SELF DEFENCE

INSTRUCTOR PAUL JACKSON
- 6TH DAN

LEVEL 1 FOR BEGINNERS
EVERY WEDNESDAY
BETWEEN 6 & 7pm.
Suitable for all ages.

TEL: 965 325 885

The photo on the left is taken from a promotional video for cherries.  Not
just ordinary cherries but the luscious ones called Picote del Jerte or
Cerezas del Jerte in Andalucia.  These cherries are so special they have
their own protected Designation of Origin status.  The short video was
launched to promote their marvellous fruit to a wider audience and
contained some slightly suggestive innuendo such as ‘the mature ones
are the tastier’ and ‘ripe tasty and juicy.’  Harmless you would think but
not the Socialist Secretary for Equality in Andalucia, Nélida Martin, who
stated that it was ‘sexist,……BLAH, BLAH, BLAH.’  Although the video
was withdrawn, you can still see it here and it has been a great success.
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=CiLhQgHsnCI
Cherries which are on sale in street markets without stalks, are Jerte
cherries - juicy and flavoursome.  The stalks remain on the trees.

Is this what Spanish politics
has now been reduced to?
Okay, this image is my own
concoction just for fun and I
know the PM is scrupulously
honest and would never take
a ‘bung’!  But the Spanish
image or ‘Spanish Brand’
has been seriously damaged.
There is an excellent article
here concerning the image
and the problems there are in
addressing it.
http://www.murciatoday.com
/spanish-brand-is-damaged-
by-corruption_17657-a.html

A Botellón is an activity
where teenagers and
young adults gather
together to socialise and
drink booze.  These
events, which are often
attended by several
hundred are a real
headache for the
authorities.  This photo
shows the mess after a
recent one in Alicante.

One of the bulls
scores a painful
‘hit’ during one
of the bull runs
in the San
Fermin Festival
in Pamplona in
July.

T o r r e v i e j a
police in a
s t a n d - o f f
with the
Senegalese
traders.  See
page 6.

Picture on the left is
from the Moors &
Christians fiesta in
Rojales.
Now these luscious
ladies look far better
than any bevy of
nuns, so this year I am
supporting the Moors!
Bet they don’t win!
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AUGUST AT

THE PHOENIX

Via Park V
NEW MENU AVAILABLE - ALL FOOD FRESHLY PREPARED

DAILY SPECIALS.  FROM 1PM.

CRICKET - IT’S THE BIG ONE - THE ASHES!

SUNDAY  8TH AUGUST - HOG ROAST!
SUNDAY AUGUST 25TH MEXICAN NIGHT!!

Ay! Ay! AY!  CARAMBA!!

TUES’ & FRI’ - FUN QUIZ WITH PRIZES
(FRIDAY WITH !)
WEDNESDAY - FUN DARTS WITH BRIAN.

SUNDAYS FROM 4PM  DISCO & KARAOKE

PREMIER LEAGUE FOOTBALL
SHOWN ON 4 SCREENS.

FOOTBALL AFTERNOON SPECIALS-
BOTTLE OF TROPICAL, DORADO OR BAVARIA

WITH BURGER, ONLY €3!!!
WiFi &

CIGGIE

MACHINE

I’ve had all the electric leads in my house shortened to save on electricity.
Gracie Allen.



DISCLAIMER
Please note that any information provided is of a general interest & often also of a frivolous nature. You are advised to contact a professional for advice specific to your circumstances, in
relation to legal, financial, health, medical or any other matters. The Dream Scene, its editor or any of its contributors, do not accept responsibility for any claims by advertisers, purchasers
or anybody - and remember the old adage - “If something looks too good to be true - it generally is!” You must be really bored if you are reading this!
The Dream Scene is plagiarized from a multitude of sources which include Typically Spanish, El Mundo, La Verdad, Reuters, Tumbit, El Pais, El Confidencial & Playboy (just for the
articles ...honest!) etc - however no part of this publication may be used or reproduced without the consent of the editor - so there! Remember, to steal from one person is plagiarism; to
steal from many is research! If you must use some of my stuff, at least quote the source. No small children, trees or animals were harmed in the making of this newsletter……although
several hundred thousand electrons were mildly inconvenienced.

PLEASE SUPPORT OUR ADVERTISERS
AND YOUR COMMUNITY WEB SITES.

    SAMARITANS in SPAIN
Lines open 24 hours a day, every day.

             90288 35 35

FOR HOLIDAYS / SHORTLETS
IN DREAMHILLS 2

South facing
Air/con & English TV

2 Community Pools
Competitive Rates

For more details
Contact: Jackie 0034644290165

Or Dave 00441132529884
www.dreamhills2apartment.com/

The editor, Mick, can be contacted at mick.dreamscene@gmail.com or at 586 Dream Hills.

24 CLASSIFIED ADS, ANNOUNCEMENTS, ETC.
Mobile Hairdresser. Competitive prices and hairdressing in the comfort
of your own home. Ladies & Gents. Call Jules on 666 029 257.

Remember, you can have a colour
copy of the Dream Scene sent to you
by email each month for just €5 for
one year. Black & white hard copies
can be delivered to your local
postbox for the same amount.

You can find archived copies of The Dream Scene together
with lots of helpful info, at Pat Farnaby’s website -

www.dreamhills.co.uk

ONE 2 ONE
TRANSLATOR

Fluent in German, Spanish &
English.

Offering a comprehensive & skilled
translation service; considerable

experience in legal, commercial and
property matters.

Notaries, Courts, Police,
Hospitals,  Clinics.

Problems with residency, NIE, SIP
and padron applications?

Give me a call!
VERY REASONABLE RATES
STATE REGISTERED

& APPROVED.
619 488 293

I Have a Ford Focus 1.6 Ghia automatic, an Atos and a VW Vento for
hire.  There are no hidden extras, i.e., petrol, overpriced insurance.  Each
one is just €80 per week.  I also have a Nissan Serena 7-seater for hire at
around €120 per week.
To book, contact me on 628 388 853 or at thefaith@live.co.uk (Robbie)

Images in this newsletter from El Pais, El Mundo, Informacion, Wikipedia,
EFE, and other fine media sources.

TRASPASA FOR SALE.
ATTRACTIVE THEME BAR.  FULLY FITTED KITCHEN.

LOW RENT - NEW LEASE. GOOD CUSTOMER BASE.
CALL 693 985 122 .  NO TIME-WASTERS PLEASE!

A friend of mine runs marathons.
He always talks about this
‘runner’s high’.  But he has to go
26 miles for it.  That’s why I smoke
and drink.  I get the same feeling
from a flight of stairs.
                               Larry Miller

POT LUCK!
The bull grizzly bear is 7 feet tall, weighs more than a Mazda Miata, and can tear
through a tree like a Jewish mother through self-esteem. The Simpsons

Economists are like Bangkok taxi-drivers; put two of them together and you will
have four opinions, any of which will take you careering off in the wrong direction
at great expense.                                                                               Mike Carlton

Mobile phones are the only subject on which men boast about who’s got the
smallest.                                                                                               Neil Kinnock

The hardest thing about writing country music must be thinking up clean words
to rhyme with ‘truck’.                                                                       Brian Kaufman

I don’t like country music, but I don’t mean to denigrate those who do.  And for
those who like country music, denigrate means ‘put down’.            Bob Newhart

All I ever wanted was an honest week’s pay for an honest day’s work.  Sgt. Bilko

I’m as busy as a one-armed taxi-driver with crabs.                   Sir Les Patterson

My dad used to say, ‘Always fight fire with fire,’ which is probably why he was
thrown out of the fire brigade.                                                             Harry Hill

- What do you call an Amish guy with his hand up a horse’s ass?
- A mechanic.                                                                                            Anon.

FOOTBALL FANS? The football legends of Chelsea,
Spurs and Barcelona and holding a Tri-Tournament at
Torrevieja FC, along with live music with The Faith and
Dan The Man. This is tentatively scheduled for the
weekend 7/8 September.  More details will be available
at The Lounge, Lago Jardin II, in due course.


