
       Bienvenido a todos and welcome to the November 2022 edition. Issue No.181
 • Spanish authorities have finally decided to
stop requiring visitors from non-EU countries
such as the UK and the US to provide proof of
Covid-19 vaccination, testing or recovery to
enter the country.
• The 33 kilometres that separate Torrevieja and
Orihuela by the CV-95 has 15 roundabouts to
avoid intersections at the same level and
improve safety.  Described by one business
leader in Torrevieja as ‘a goat track,’ the
Minister of Public Works has now announced
that a six-kilometre stretch will be widened.
 The problem is which section are they going to
widen?  Originally, the plan was to widen the
road near the Torremendo turnoff, but the
reality is the busiest section is in the Los
Balcones area where passing traffic can be up
to 20,000 vehicles a day!  €50,000 has already
been spent on the evaluation of the project, so
let’s hope they get it right first time!
• A resident of Dream Hills, Jackie, was walking
up the main road towards Via Park V, when
another lady ran across the road, assaulted her
and knocked her to the ground, grabbing
Jackie’s purse and phone.  The mugger was

chased off by neighbours, some capturing an
image of her on a mobile.  Jackie suffered a
broken wrist and severe bruising. The culprit
was identified by the police and arrested.  She
is well known to the police.  Now this mugging
place at 1pm on a Monday afternoon!
Thankfully, Jackie is back in fighting form, now
with an arm covered in plaster!
• I see that the Aldi supermarket close to the
N332 bridge is having a sizeable second
building built next to the existing one.  It is a
two-storey construction, with just parking
spaces on the ground floor.  Don’t know what
will be on the first floor?
• Thank you to all who have renewed their e-
mail subscription and a special thanks to the
following for their generous donations - Arnold
A, May B, Graham J, Peter H, Michael W,
Sallianne B, Andy M, Andrew M, Angela N,
Clive M, Keith D,, Paul D, Glenda C, Mick &
Beth H, Les B, Kathryn J and Dave P.  Several
donated early in the year and were ‘mentioned
in dispatches’ then.   If I forgot anyone,
apologies.
Take care, Mick, Tid and Dream Scene. Team.
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We’ll all be turning the clocks back on Sunday.
Gaining an extra hour in 2022 is like getting a bonus track on a Yoko Ono album.



  After more than 200 days of the war in Ukraine,
the Ukrainian citizens displaced from their
country form, due to their high number, the
second group of foreign population in the
city of Torrevieja. Their numbers are only
surpassed by the British and are now surpassing
the number of registered Russians: more than
one thousand three hundred new Ukrainian
neighbours have settled in Torrevieja in recent
months.  (More on this in page 13.)
   The Local Police of Torrevieja has 51
agents less than those corresponding to it by
population.  The "official" organization chart
includes a total of 187 troops, but the actual staff
is made up of 120 base agents and 17 command
officers. In total 136 troops . In response to the
recommendation of the Spanish Federation of
Municipalities and Provinces (FEMP) that
speaks of two agents for every thousand
inhabitants, Torrevieja, whose municipality is
close to 90,000 inhabitants although the real
population throughout the year exceeds 100,000,
should count as a figure ideal with at least 200
agents.  Of the 120 base agents, 75 are
permanent and 45 interim then cannot carry a
weapon or perform certain services.  In total, of
the 120 base agents, only 87 are, distributed in
three daily shifts, on active duty on the street.
When I read this I had to laugh at the pitiful
numbers of local police throughout Orihuela
Costa.

LOCAL NEWS2

More Concrete!  The Orihuela City Council has
processed a specific modification of the General
Urban Development Plan (PGOU) to reclassify a
non-developable land into a developable one; the
E-3 "El Barranco" sector in Orihuela Costa,
which it submits to public information for 45
days, through its electronic headquarters, so that
responses can be submitted.  It is an area of 
33,304 square meters that the promoter intends
to be used for tertiary use in the surroundings of
the La Zenia shopping centre . Specifically, the
project, with a building area two storey's high, is
located between Pimienta and Clavo streets, the
Villamartín road and the Los Dolses
urbanisation.  It is being justified as "the need for
commercial uses on the coast due to the high
population density."
  From March to December 2019, with 58
sessions, a trial was held into the irregularities
from 2000 to 2008, covering the award of the
garbage and street cleaning contract for the
municipality of Orihuela.
Called the Brugal Case, there were 34
defendants which included two former Orihuela
mayors,  José Manuel Medina and Mónica
Lorente, together with eight councillors in
Orihuela.  The charges were for fraud,
prevarication, bribery, prohibited negotiations
with officials, influence peddling, disclosure of
privileged information, electoral crime, illicit
association, coercion, and extortion.  The
prosecution was looking for sentences from
eight months to 38 years in prison.
Briefly: in a stunning move, the court in Elche
declared that the main evidence on which the
charges was based - telephone recordings, house
searches, police surveillance and even some
documents - violated the rights of the accused!
They all walked free!
After three years, the Supreme Court has now
agreed to review the case.  They will either agree
with the annulment or give the go-ahead to
reopen the case presented by the prosecutors.  I
do so hope it is the latter.

There used to be a rule of thumb in the old BBC radio newsroom that, in terms of foreign
newsworthiness, 60,000 dead in floods in China equalled 90 dead in a hotel fire in Italy,
equalled 2 Brits slightly injured in a car crash in Brittany.                                        (Jeremy Paxman)
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DREAM HILLS
AUTOS

Near Aldi’s by Dream Hills II
(New Owners - Ian, Mark & Colin)

FULLY QUALIFIED & LICENSED
ALL MAKES & MODELS COVERED

DIAGNOSTICS & PRE-ITVS +
AIR CONDITIONING

ALL SERVICING & MAJOR REPAIRS
RE-REGISTRATION/IMPORTATION

FREE ESTIMATES
Whatsapp & Tel: 966 724 346 info@dreamhillsautorepairs.es

GIFT

VOUCHERS

mailto:info@dreamhillsautorepairs.es


OPEN AT 9AM EVERY DAY!
COMPREHENSIVE MENU

WHY NOT TRY OUR OMG MENU
HOMEMADE CHIPS, NEVER FROZEN!

BREAKFASTS
FROM JUST €4-00!

WHICH INCLUDE O.J.;
& TEA OR COFFEE!

        COME AND TRY

                OUR FAMOUS
            SUNDAY LUNCH

MAIN COURSE JUST €6.00,
                       STARTERS & DESSERTS

                     JUST €3 EACH!

Always a great deal
at CK1

MAHOU
€2.20 A PINT - ALL DAY! VIA PARK III

Every

Hour

Is H
appy

Hour

@CK1

FOR BOOKINGS TELEPHONE 711 037 378.Wi-Fi!
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 I told my boss I had three companies after me and so I was looking for a wage rise.
He asked which three companies were after me...

I said "electric, gas and water..."

VIA PARK III

ENTERTAINMENT & GREAT FOOD !
     QUIZ DAY WED -

Starts at 5pm. Everyone’s a Winner!

THURSDAY’S Fun Darts, Dominos & Cards!
Starts 3pm - EVERYONE’s WELCOME!

FRIDAY IS FISH & CHIP DAY!
ONLY €15 FOR 2

INCLUDING
BOTTLE OF WINE

SATURDAY
STEAK MEAL DEAL

Steak for 2 with chips, peas or salad
with bottle of wine, only €18!

With James Goulding Karaoke - starts at 7pm

FOR BOOKINGS & ENQUIRIES
TELEPHONE 711 037 378.

ALL DAY - E
VERY

DAY

BOTTLES OF AMSTEL

ONLY  €1

5

ALL DAY
- EVERY

DAY
HOUSE
WINE
€1.40 A
GLASS!
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My wife is such a bad cook, if we leave dental floss in the kitchen
the cockroaches hang themselves.

A new gas pipeline for Spain & EU.
Spanish Prime Minister Pedro Sánchez said
Spain, France and Portugal had now agreed to
build an energy pipeline linking the Iberian
peninsula to the rest of Europe, reviving a
project long-resisted by Paris.
The new project, which Sanchez dubbed a
Green Energy Corridor, would replace an earlier
plan dubbed MidCat that emerged a decade ago
but was dropped in 2019 over regulatory and
funding issues.
But, with Russia withholding gas deliveries to
most of Europe in reaction to sanctions over its
invasion of Ukraine, there has been a
resurgence of interest in a link to bring in much-
needed supplies from Spain to the rest of the
continent.  With energy prices soaring, Madrid
pushed hard for the revival of the project, with
the full backing of Berlin (which pissed Macron
right off), which has seen Russian gas deliveries
via a key pipeline shut off for the indefinite
future.  “We have agreed to… a new project to
be called the Green Energy Corridor to link the
Iberian Peninsula to France and therefore to the
European energy market between Barcelona and
Marseille,” Sanchez explained on his arrival for
an EU summit on the energy crisis.
Sánchez said that the pipeline would move
hydrogen and gas “during a transition period
needed by the European energy market.”
Spain currently has six liquefied natural gas
(LNG) terminals for processing gas that arrives
by sea which could help the EU boost imports
with a better link.
But it only has two low-capacity links to
France’s gas network, which has connections
to the rest of Europe.
   Spain's competition watchdog, CNMC, said
it had opened an investigation into popular hotel
reservation website Booking.com for possible
anticompetitive practices.  Founded in 1996
and headquartered in the Netherlands,
Booking.com has been the target of several
“unfair competition” investigations in recent
years, especially in the European Union.  But
don’t hold your breath, the CNMC has 18

months to reach a final decision on whether the
company has violated competition rules in
Spain.
   The trial of Brazilian superstar Neymar
has opened in Barcelona, following a years-long
legal saga over his 2013 transfer from the
Brazilian club Santos, with the 30-year-old star
in the dock as well as his parents*, whose
company manages his affairs.
All three are facing charges of business
corruption.  Investigators began probing the
transaction after a 2015 complaint filed by DIS,
a Brazilian company that owned 40% of the
player’s sporting rights when he was at Santos.
 Barcelona said the transfer cost €57.1 million,
but prosecutors believe it cost at least €83
million.  The club said it paid €40 million to
N&N, a company owned by the Neymar family,
and €17.1 million to Santos, of which €6.8
million was given to DIS.  But DIS alleges that
Neymar, Barcelona and the Brazilian club
colluded to mask the true cost of the deal.  DIS
is seeking to recover €35 million.  And then the
Hacienda will be looking for their slice!
*Neymar is not the first major footballer to put
his parents in financial management roles.
Lionel Messi choose his father to manage his
financial affairs, unwisely.   On 6 July 2016,
Messi and his father were both found guilty of
tax fraud and were handed suspended 21-
month prison sentences and respectively
ordered to pay €1.7 million and €1.4 million in
fines.  Messi also then paid an additional €5.1
million in tax arrears. Gee, thanks Dad!
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   Marbella are tightening their controls on
electric scooter drivers.  They will now need
to wear helmets and get third-party insurance if
they wish to continue riding them.  Currently,
the scooters are following the guidelines of the
Directorate General for Traffic (DGT), which
means riders cannot exceed a 25km/h limit, or
ride on the pavement.  Controls will no doubt
spread to other municipalities, but probably
only after there has been a number of serious
accidents.
   The number of violent robberies reported
to police in Marbella in the first half of 2022
is almost double that of three years ago, new
data  has revealed. Statistics from Spain’s
Interior Ministry show that there were 90%
more ‘robberies using violence’ between
January and June than there were during the
same period in 2019. Home burglaries are also
up by 12% - 306 houses broken into during
the first six months of this year.  Unfortunately
neither Torrevieja nor Orihuela are very helpful
in supplying the public with similar crime
measurement figures.
   30 months on from the start of the Covid-19
pandemic, the unwanted landmark of 10,000
coronavirus deaths has been reached in the
Valencian Community. Figures released during
early October by the Ministry of Health broke
down the fatalities to 5,000 in Valencia
Province; 3,819 in Alicante Province, and
1,181 in Castellon Province.

   Former US President Donald Trump showed
his support for Spain’s far-right Vox party on
October 9, in a video shown at a rally in Madrid
that also featured messages by the leading stars
of Europe’s populist right, such as Italy’s
Giorgia Meloni and Hungary’s Viktor Orban.  In
a recording that lasted barely 40 seconds while
Trump was on a plane, the former president
thanked Spain’s far-right Vox party and its leader
Santiago Abascal for what he called the ‘great
job’ they do.  ‘We have to make sure that we
protect our borders and do lots of very good
conservative things,’ Trump said.
   Vox became Spain’s third-largest party in the
Spanish Congress after a 2019 election that led
to the current national coalition of the PSOE
socialists and left-wing parties, some decidedly
‘looney’.
   Vox’s messages include zero tolerance for
Catalan independence, disdain for gender
equality, bitter criticism of unauthorised
immigration from Africa, and embracing both the
‘Reconquista’ of medieval Spain from Islam as
well as the legacy of Francisco Franco’s 20th-
century dictatorship.

I met a genie yesterday, who said he would grant me one wish.
"I wish to live forever" i said.
"Sorry", said the genie, "I am not allowed to grant that wish"
"Fine", I said, "Then I want to die on the day that Parliament is filled with hard working,
honest people, whose only thought is to serve the country to the best of their ability."
"You crafty bastard" said the genie.
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THE BAR
NEXT DOOR.

FIRST FLOOR
VIA PARK III

(Sister bar to The Lime Bar)

POOL KNOCKOUT
COMPETITION

HOSTED BY DEREK
EVERY THURSDAY AT 3PM.  MAXIMUM 16 PLAYERS.

HAPPY
HOUR

Monday to Friday until 7pm

3 SCREENS!

SOUTHFACING
TERRACEWITHGREATVIEWS!

FREEWI-FI

STRONGBOW

CIDER

HEINEKEN

TO ADVERTISE ON FRESH RADIO GOLD CALL 659 899 831
FRESH NEW SOUND FOR THE ORIHUELA COSTA AND TORREVIEJA

WITH OUR OWN STUDIO.
YOU CAN TUNE-IN ONLINE TO OUR SISTER STUDIO IN BENIDORM

AT http://freshradiospain.com/
CHECKOUT OUR FACEBOOK PAGE FOR ALL THE LATEST NEWS & VIEWS

THROUGHOUT THE COSTA
https://www.facebook.com/freshradiospainCBS/

104FM - TORREVIEJA-ORIHUELA COSTA
FIND US ON YOUR SMART SPEAKER  & ALEXA

Gold



LIME BAR
VIA PARK III

15 LARGE TV SCREENS!
2 MAIN SCREENS 75inch EACH!

ALL WORLD CUP FOOTBALL
AND ANY SPORT YOU WOULD LIKE - JUST ASK!

MUSIC BINGO
MONDAYS AT 3pm
EVERY THURSDAY

LIVE MUSIC FROM 4pm
FUN QUIZ FRIDAYS AT 5pm

WITH OUR FAMOUS
MEAT RAFFLE!

Happy Hour Mon - Fri 12 ‘til 7 pm

FREEWi-Fi!

THATCHERS

CIDER

HEINEKEN&FOSTERS
LAGER

GUINNESS

AMSTEL
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"You can't hurry love !"
Phil Collins grossly underestimating what can be achieved in the time it takes

your girlfriend's mother to walk to the corner shop…….and back!

WORLD
CUP
2022



The number of Spanish property sales involving a foreign buyer in the first half of 2022 hit an
all-time high. There were 72,987 Spanish home sales involving a foreign buyer in the first half of
the year, up 53% compared  to  the  same period  last year.   That  is  the highest  level of  foreign
investment  in  Spanish  property  on  record,  at  least  since  the  notaries  started  publishing  such
figures going back to 2007.
In this case a picture (or a graph) is worth a thousand words, so I include some images from the
excellent spanishpropertyinsight.com

From the above, you will see that the Brit’s are still the main foreign buyers, with the Germans
snapping at their heels.
Below you will see who tends to spend the most on their properties.  It is calculated per square
metre.

In terms of market increase by country growth during the first half of 2022, the Netherlands led
with a growth of more than 120%, with the Norwegian market growing by lightly less and Ireland
coming third with an increase of more than 105%.
The Valencian Community was the most popular region, followed by Andalusia and Catalonia.

10 FOREIGN BUYERS IN SPAIN DURING FIRST HALF OF 2022



I tried to teach my Grandma how to eat noodles with chopsticks..
She accidentally made me a pullover!
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(Formerly JJ’s Cafe/Bar)
VIA PARK V



VIA PARK 3 (Next to the Lime Bar)

CHECK OUT OUR WIDE RANGE SNACKS,
PIES, SCOTCH EGGS etc.

CORNISH PASTIES, SAUSAGE ROLLS,
HOMEMADE QUICHE, PORK PIES,

PIES OF ALL FLAVOURS,
SANDWICHES,

TOASTIES,
HOT DOGS, SALADS,

CAKES & MUCH, MUCH MORE!
OPENING TIMES

MONDAY - SATURDAY 11am - 5pm
Tel: 634 349 357
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- Tell me, Nurse Gladys, what would you, in the medical profession, recommend for a lovebite?
- Your own teeth!   (Arkwright & Nurse Gladys, Open All Hours)
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Come and join us on our sunny terrace for
•FULL ENGLISH BREAKFASTS •JACKET POTATOES

•HOMEMADE LASAGNE, CURRY, CHILLI
•TOASTIES & SANDWICHES

Thursdays 6pm
Quiz & Race Night

Fridays 8pm Karaoke.
EVERY MONDAY 5 - 7pm
LIVE ENTERTAINMENT
ALL LIVE SPORTS  ON 3 TVS

FREE

WiFi

Only
best

British
Produce!

CARD

PAYMENTS

NOW ACCEPTED

DOG

FRIENDLY

   Locally, the two communities of Ukrainians
and Russians coexisted almost synergistically in
many economic and even cultural activities. The
coincidences were often used for mutual benefit
by both communities.  However, the Russian
annexation of the Crimea and Donbass regions
together with the Russian invasion of the Ukraine
destroyed any tolerance and cooperation that
existed before.
   There have been a number of incidents
between both communities, including a
demonstration of 300 Ukrainians outside of the
Annual Russian Film Festival in Torry this
summer and a couple of minor punch-ups in the
town’s bars.
   The local Russian population are trying to
‘keep their heads down’ and avoid any
controversy.  Many still have family in Russia
and fear anything that might harm them.
Although many feel that they may have avoided
Putin’s Draft, they have realised that they may
not be able to return to their own countries in the

near or medium future.
Those who have returned or are returning for
personal or business interests, have been stung
by exorbitant airfare increases.  At the beginning
of this year, a round trip to Moscow would have
cost €300.  Two ticket for Alicante- Istanbul-
Moscow would now cost €4,000 and rising!  A
ticket from Moscow to Yerevan in Armenia will
cost around €2,000

THE RUSSIANS AND UKRAINIANS IN TORREVIEJA (AND ORIHUELA COSTA?)
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Some Kodak Moments!
A Lawyer, representing a Wealthy Art Collector called and said, "Paul, I have some good news
and I have some bad news."
The Art Collector replied, "I've had an awful day, Let's hear the good news first."
The Lawyer said, "Well, I met with your wife today and she informed me that she invested
$1,500 in two pictures that she thinks will bring a minimum return of $15-20 million. And I think
she could be right."  Paul replied enthusiastically, "Well done!  My wife is a brilliant
businesswoman, I have always appreciated her good eye!  You've just made my day.  Now I
know I can handle the bad news.  "What is it ?"
The Lawyer replied, "The pictures are of you with your secretary."

With Christmas not so far away, we are gathering prizes for
our Grand Christmas Raffle which will be drawn at a

 This will be
held at our San Miguel Centre.  Supporters, volunteers and
friends of the charity have once again been extremely
generous and we have some fabulous prizes – Air fryer, ham,
Christmas hamper, chocolate hamper, bottles of bubbly and
a huge number of other prizes.
We are selling raffle tickets through the HELP San Miguel
Centre, The Expat Centre at Doña Pepe, and our volunteers
will also be offering tickets to friends and family (please
note all volunteers of HELP Vega Baja will have ID badge).
 Raffle tickets cost just 1 euro each.  For more information
on the raffle or if you would like to offer a prize or sell
tickets on your premises on our behalf, please do get in
touch.  Contact Laura or Michele on 966 723 733
or email office@helpvegabaja.com
Fundraising events such as the Christmas Market & raffle
are extremely important to the charity and the funds raised
go a long way to ensuring that we can continue supporting
people, often at very difficult times in their lives both in a
practical or emotional way”.
To find out more about local charity HELP Vega Baja and
how you can become involved, contact their San Miguel
Centre in Calle Lope de Vega, visit their website at
www.helpvegabaja.com or their Facebook page –
 Asociacion HELP Vega Baja.

mailto:office@helpvegabaja.com
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Spain’s coalition government between the
PSOE socialists and left-wing Podemos party
unveiled its budget plans for 2023 during
October, that include increased social and
defence spending and raises for civil servants
and pensioners.
The government said that 6 out of every 10
euros in the proposed budget would go
towards social spending. Prime Minister Pedro
Sánchez tweeted that the amount is the most
allocated for that purpose in Spain’s history.
Sánchez said the deal demonstrated the stability
of his coalition government. It will be the
current government’s final budget before the
country’s next general election, that must be
held no later than 10 December 2023.
Sánchez tweeted that the coalition government
had approved a budget ‘that protects the
middle and working classes, advances social
justice and guarantees the economic prosperity
of Spain’. The proposal could undergo
changes before receiving parliamentary
approval.
The budget includes previously announced tax
increases for high earners and breaks for
people with lower incomes.* It also includes
increased benefits for the long-term
unemployed and a monthly €100 subsidy for
parents with children under age 3.
Presenting the package after the weekly cabinet
meeting on Tuesday, October 4, Finance
Minister María Jesús Montero said that ‘the
primary objective was to accompany Spanish
society to get through the enormous uncertainty
provoked by Russia’s war’.
The government proposal would increase
spending on primary medical care and mental
health by 6.7%, adding another €673 million. It
would increase spending on education by 7%
to €5.4 billion.
The government also plans to step up defence
spending by 25%, to €12 billion, to help Spain
reach by 2029 the NATO member goal of
devoting 2% of GDP to national defence.
The government plans to adjust pensions in line
with inflation, increasing them by 8.5% next
year, and to raise the wages of civil servants by

2.5%. Its budget would boost spending on
research and development by 23%, to €16
billion.
Finance Minister Montero said an emergency
measure that provided free commuter train
services** would remain in place throughout
next year instead of expiring in December, as
previously announced.
Spain’s economy is expected to grow by 4.4%
this years and 2.1% in 2023. The country’s
unemployment rate, now at 12.5%, has fallen
sharply in recent years.
*The government plans to reduce the income
tax on annual salaries of up to €21,000. The
budget minister said this will benefit some 50%
of the workforce given that the average annual
salary in Spain is €21,000.
The government also plans to increase the
income tax rate from 26% to 27% for people
earning more than €200,000. The tax for
incomes above €300,000 will go up to 28%, an
increase of 2%.  Residents whose wealth
exceeds €3 million will be subject to a new
asset tax during the next two years, 2023 and
2024.  People with holdings of €3-5 million will
be taxed 1.7% and those whose personal worth
is €5-10 million will be taxed 2.1%. Individuals
with fortunes above €10 million will pay 3.5%.
** Several train services (not all!) are free of
charge but users have to pay a €10 deposit
when buying a ticket (or multiple-journey ticket)
for the first time. In the initial plan, train users
had to use the ticket at least 16 times
(commuter) between September and December.
If they comply with this measure, they will get a
refund back at the end of the year.
The governing parties also agreed to reduce the
sales tax on feminine hygiene products from
10% to 4%.

I was gutted yesterday when I
came home and was told by my
wife that my 5-year-old son
wasn't mine.
She says that I need to pay more
attention when picking him up
from school….

TAXATION CHANGES IN SPAIN



FEELING HOT OR COLD?
WE HAVE THE SOLUTION!

ALL AIR CON SYSTEMS
HOT & COLD - SUPPLY & FIT

OR INSTALLATION ONLY.
SERVICING, RE-GAS & REPAIRS

ALL WORK CARRIED OUT BY A
CITY & GUILD’S QUALIFIED INSTALLER.

MANY SATISFIED CLIENTS IN YOUR AREA.
Call Keith on 649 584 493 or

 Gary on 602 596 492
for a free quotation.

AFFORDABLE
AIR CON
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BUS SERVICE
TORREVIEJA/

ALICANTE AIRPORT
MONDAY to SUNDAY

This service offers round trips without
any stops, 365 days a year.

Torrevieja to Airport :
7:00 9:00 10:00 11:00 12:00 13:00

 14:00 16:00 18:00 20:00
Airport to Torrevieja :

8:00 10:00 11:00 12:00 13:00 14:00
 17:00 19:00 21:00

There may be adjustments
for the winter period.

LAS OLAS
RESTAURANT/BAR
Av de Las Olas, Torrevieja

OPEN FROM 10am DAILY!
EXTENSIVE MENU

FEATURING
Breakfast Special 7 items

€3.50! (No sub’s)
MIXED GRILL

STEAKS
SEA BASS & MUCH MORE!

MENU DEL DIA €7.50
To find us, take the road

from the
Punta Prima roundabout

towards the sea
- Av de Las Olas -
And we are about

150 metres on the left!

THE BADGE!
An undercover cop called at my farm in Caerphilly yesterday evening...
“I need to inspect your farm for illegally grown drugs”, he said.
“By all means officer, just don’t go in that field over there”, I replied.
The cop exploded, saying “Do you know who the **** I am?! I have the authority of the
government with me!”, he shouted before pulling a badge out of his back pocket,
“Do you see this ******* badge?! This badge means I can do what I want and I’ll go
wherever the **** I want, have I made myself clear?!”
I nodded politely, apologised, and went about my work. A short while later, I hear loud
screams, looked up and saw the cop running for his life being chased by my angry bull. With
each step, the bull was gaining ground and he seemed sure to be gored before he reached
safety. The officer looked terrified and continued to run for his life.
I threw down my tools, immediately ran to the edge of the fence and shouted at the top of
my lungs,
“Your badge, show him your ******* badge!”



In San Miguel de Salinas

DOG
GROOMING
PARLOUR

FOR APPOINTMENTS
Phone Vicky:
672 326 979

17Keeping Your Electricity Price Down!
 The volatility of energy markets in recent months
means that there are huge differences in the price of
electricity depending on the time of day that you use
it in Spain.
According to data from Red Eléctrica, the partly
state-owned corporation which operates Spain’s
national grid, the differences in the price of
kilowatt hour (kWh) can be up to 20 cents more
expensive depending on when exactly you use it.
From Monday to Friday, the cheapest time to use
the washing machine is during the flat and off-peak
slots. It may not be ideal, but by putting the washing
machine on during the night, from 00:00 to 8:00 (off-
peak), or in the morning, from 8:00 to 10:00 (flat),
the kWh price can be significantly lower than during
peak hour.
Similarly, another good time to use the washing
machine, and perhaps the most convenient without
being too costly, is after lunch from 2:00 p.m. to
6:00 p.m during another flat-rate session.
Fortunately, weekends and holidays correspond
uninterruptedly with the off-peak time slot and
there is, as a result, very little variation in prices
depending on the time of day you use the machine,
so you can wash your clothes at the weekend with
worrying about racking up a huge bill.
The three energy periods, which you can also use to
calculate usage for other electrical products, not just
the washing machine:
Horas punta – peak hours (most expensive): 10-
14:00h and 18-22:00h on weekdays.
Horas valle – off-peak (cheapest): 00-8:00h on
weekdays; 24h on weekends and national holidays.
Horas llana - flat rate (intermediate tariff): From 8-
10h, 14-18h and 22-24h on weekdays.

FANCY CHANGING YOUR GENDER?
https://www.thelocal.es/20220627/teens-in-
spain-can-change-gender-on-paper-without-

DAMIEN DALY
For all your

carpentry needs
Contact us for

a free quote
603230127

dpdaly09@gmail.com

Maybe not so adorable!
Little Billy and Lucy are only 12 years old,
But they know they are in love.
One day they decide that they want to get
married. Billy goes to Lucy's father to ask
him for her hand: Billy bravely walks up to
him and says. "Mr. Smith, me and Lucy are
in love. I want to ask you for her hand in
marriage."
Thinking that this was just the cutest thing.
Mr. Smith replies.... "Well Billy, you're only
12. Where will you two live?" Without
even taking a moment to think about it,
Billy replies.... "In Lucy's room. It's bigger
than mine. We can both fit there nicely."
Still thinking this is just adorable, Mr.
Smith says with a huge grin.... "Okay, then
how will you live? You're not old enough to
get a job. You'll need to support Lucy."
Again, Billy instantly replies.... "Our pocket
money, Lucy gets five dollars a week and I
get 8 dollars' that's about 52 dollars a
month. So that should do us just fine."
Mr. Smith is impressed Billy has put so
much thought into this.... "Well Billy, It
seems like you have everything worked
out. I just have one more question. What
will you do if the two of you should have
little children of your own?"
Billy just shrugs his shoulders and says....
"Well, we've been lucky so far."

https://www.thelocal.es/20220627/teens-in-spain-can-change-gender-on-paper-without-medical-evaluation/
https://www.thelocal.es/20220627/teens-in-spain-can-change-gender-on-paper-without-medical-evaluation/
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CALL US FOR YOUR FREE QUOTE
ALL LEGAL PAPERWORK

CAN BE PROVIDED

FREE QUOTE CALL 634 315 875

Our Wifi wasn’t working last night so me and the Wife chatted for a change.
I was surprised to hear that she no longer works at Woolworths.



(Formerly Mar Services)
Excellent Service at Competitive Prices.

Non Resident Taxes & Resident Taxes
(Only €35 per person)

All Property Conveyancing -
Purchase, Sale, New Works etc.

Wills

Translations

NIE, Residencia, SIP Card Applications
TIE’s

CEE & Certificate of Habitation
& much more……

WWW.SOLMEDSOLICITORS.COM
EMAIL:

INFO@SOLMEDSOLICITORS.COM
TEL:0034-640 621 558.

PROPERTIES NOW REQUIRED
FOR SALES AND RENTAL.

CLIENTS WAITING.
CHECK OUT OUR
COMPREHENSIVE

WEBSITE AND RANGE OF
PROPERTIES AT -

www.sangriaproperties.com
Emails:info@sangriaproperties.com

Tel: 0034 966 772 553
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As millions of Spaniards struggle with
rising energy, food and fuel prices among
other spiraling living costs, the Spanish
government has given the green light to
splurge €1.23 million of taxpayers’
money on mobile phones, tablets and
laptops for its 350 MPs.
The 825 next-generation mobile phones
include 550 iPhones and 275 Samsung
devices with internal storage of up to
512GB and 6-inch OLED screens, all of
which will be insured and include
technical assistance as part of the deal.
Although it has not been officially
confirmed, the Apple devices are likely to
be iPhone 13s, which currently have a
high street value of between €900 and
€1,800 in Spain.
Lower House employees, parliamentary
advisors and other civil servants working
in El Congreso de los Diputados (the
Spanish Parliament) are also set to receive
a free mobile.
Members of Parliament belonging to
centre-right party Ciudadanos will not
accept the free mobiles, according to
their leader Inés Arrimadas.
“It’s madness that in the midst of the
crisis Spain is undergoing, the Spanish
Parliament will spend more than a million
euros to give all MPs the most expensive
mobile phones on the market,” Arrimadas
tweeted.
When 350 Members of the Spanish
Parliament received free mobiles, tablets
and home internet in 2016, only five of
them turned down the handout.

AN EARLY CHRISTMAS
FOR SPANISH MP’S

mailto:INFO@SOLMEDSOLICITORS.COM


BAR DOMINO
LOS ALTOS

TEL 694 494 697
TAKING BOOKINGS FOR

NEW YEAR’S EVE PARTY!
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My wife left me because (she said) . . . I was obsessed with football.
I wouldn't mind, but we'd been together for nearly 6 seasons!

CHRISTMAS LUNCH MENU



BAR DOMINO
LOS ALTOS

OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK FROM 9.30AM
KITCHEN OPEN DAILY 9:30am, Last Orders 10pm

SCOTTISH BREAKFAST
HOMEMADE SQUARE SAUSAGE, LINK SAUSAGE, BACON, EGG, BLACK PUDDING,

POTATO SCONE, TOMATO, BEANS, MUSHROOM & TOAST
ALL THIS - ONLY €6.00!!

Full English Breakfast €5.00 Mon-Sat 9.30am-1.00pm
Sausage, Bacon, Egg, Hash Brown, Tomato, Beans, Mushroom, Toast,

& orange juice.  ALSO VEGGIE & GLUTEN FREE!

Unbeatable Sunday Lunch!

100 + PEOPLE EVERY WEEK CAN’T BE WRONG!
BOOKING ESSENTIAL.

KITCHEN OPEN 9.30AM TO 10PM!
EVERY DAY FOR SIT-IN OR TAKEAWAY!

RAIN OR SHINE - WE ARE OPEN!
To reach Bar Domino, take the road past Via Park III and Consum,

right to the bottom of the Los Altos hill
where you will find our spacious bar and grounds.

FACEBOOK - dominobar  Tel: 694 494 697

CODERE BETTING MACHINE!
LIVE RACING DAILY!
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WiFi

Terrible night. Dreamt something bit me on the neck.
 Got up to check, but the mirror wasn't working.
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DREAM
HILLS

PAINTERS
Call

or WhatsApp
Neil or Bob
for quotes
650 842 711
711 037 150

ALICANTE BEING SHAFTED….AGAIN!
Take a look at the table on the right.  It shows the
amount paid by the central  government in Madrid
through the General Budget towards each registered
resident in the province for the coming year.
What will strike you immediately is that our
province, Alicante, is at the bottom of the list, with
just an investment of €84.46 per person, the lowest
in Spain.
This is being considered as nothing less than an
insult in the province, and the reason for the pathetic
contribution?  None given!
So, is it because the province is being governed by
the right-of-centre PP against the government of the
region, Valencia, run by a left-wing coalition?
But then residents in Murcia, another PP ruled area,
received twice as much as Alicante.
Or maybe it is because the expat community in
Alicante being one of the largest in Spain, giving the
Spanish political establishment the idea that we are
all loaded with dosh and impervious to the effects of
inflation on food, energy and fuel prices.
Despite all the complaining even from the trade
unions, nothing will happen!
Tighten your belts!



U.K. Social Welfare Information - Advocacy Costa Blanca.
Benefit Rates 2021/2022
Pension & Benefit Rates - 2021/2022
State Pension – (Full) £185.15.
Sickness Benefits (Attendance Allowance, DLA, PIP.) - High Rate -  £92.40.    Low Rate - £61.85

Advocacy Costa Blanca is operated by David Minto, a UK registered Social Worker.
This includes UK benefit applications (Attendance Allowance/PIP) or support to return to the
UK with care.
I am registered with the UK professional body for Social Work & every year must provide
proof & evidence that my experience, knowledge and skills are up to date.
As a self-employed Social Worker in Spain I am required to provide Professional liability and
indemnity insurance.
The registration requirements plus insurance means that I am always up to date with latest
changes in UK social care & welfare law and my practice is fully indemnified.
This means that if things do not go as expected or planned, you have professional and financial
protection.  Reassuring for you and costly for me.

Can any other social care advisor offer you the same???
Get in touch if you need advice or guidance related to UK

and Spanish welfare support
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WE NOW ACCEPT CREDIT & DEBIT CARD PAYMENTS
Bar Opening Hours

Monday - Sunday 9am - midnight
Kitchen Opening Hours
Mon - Sun 9am - 6pm

LIVE PREMIERSHIP FOOTBALL EVERY WEEKEND
LIVE ENTERTAINMENT

TUE, FRI & SUNDAY NIGHTS
EVERY WEDNESDAY - FUN DARTS AT 3pm

   THURSDAY 6.30pm
THE HEIDI SHOW - GAMES NIGHT

FULL ENGLISH BREAKFAST, WITH TEA OR COFFEE AND OJ
Only €5.50 - available all day except Sunday pm.

TACO TUESDAY WITH
THE TRAVELLING TAQUERIA FROM 7:30pm

FISHY FRIDAY’S!
GOLDEN, BEER BATTERED COD, CHIPS

MUSHY PEAS & BREAD AND BUTTER
€6.50!! AVAILABLE 1pm - 5.45pm

SUNDAY LUNCHES
CHOOSE FROM CHICKEN, BEEF OR PORK

WITH ALL THE TRIMMINGS
JUST €6.50!

ADD PUDDING & PAY JUST €8.50 IN TOTAL!!

Wi-Fi

"Darling, what are these two ruptured condoms doing on the sofa?"
"Fred, do you think you can call our children by their correct names?"
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OR avacruz105@icloud.com

Sad news!  I broke up with my girlfriend Loraine.
She found out I was seeing another girl, Claire Lee.

Good news though!  I can see Claire Lee now, Loraine is gone!

Lago Jardin II.

 Fun Quiz Tuesdays 8.00pm

Wi-F
i

CARDS

ACCEPTED

FOR AMOUNTS

OVER €10
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DILLER’S
IRISH BAR

Gound Floor Via Park 5
OPEN 9:30 - 24:00

EXCEPT TUESDAY 12:00 pm - 24:00
NOW SERVING BREAKFAST

FROM 9:30am
KITCHEN CLOSED TUESDAYS

6pm - 9pm     €9.95pp
Live Music from 8.30pm

Booking Advised Due to High Demand
HEINEKEN, STRONGBOW, AMSTEL,

JOHN SMITH’S & GUINNESS ON DRAFT

KARAOKE
Every Saturday

8pm start.
HAPPY HOUR EVERYDAY! 2 - 6pm

Check our Facebook page for weekly updates
and special offers @Dillers bar

WiFi

Ask sta
ff

for Q
R Code

 I think I mentioned to Bob Geldof I could make love for eight hours.
 What I didn’t say was that this included four hours of begging, then dinner and a movie.

Sting

FULLY
AIRCONDITIONED

NON-STEAK
OPTIONS

AVAILABLE

ALL

SPORTS

SHOWN
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Catalonia’s Separatist Parliament Speaker & Corruption Charges
Although Parliament in the UK may, at the
moment, appear like a ‘Ship of Fools,’ never
underestimate the power of Spanish politics to
take your breath away.
The decision by the assembly’s governing table
to temporarily suspend Laura Borràs as both
speaker and a lawmaker in the Catalan
parliament has fuelled tensions in coalition
which governs the region.
It was backed by all the parties with
representation on the table, except for her
“Together for Catalonia” (JxC) party.
Borràs is accused of awarding contracts worth
around €300,000 ($295,000) to a colleague
when she headed the Catalan Institute of
Letters, a regional body charged with
promoting Catalan language and literature.
A top court in Catalonia on Tuesday ordered
her to stand trial for malfeasance and forgery.
Public prosecutors are calling for her to be
sentenced to six years in jail and to be banned
from holding public office for 21 years.  Borràs
denies the allegations, arguing they are part of

the “judicial persecution” of Catalan separatists.
Borràs belongs to the same party as former
Catalan president Carles Puigdemont, who fled
to Belgium after Catalonia’s failed 2017
independence bid to avoid arrest.
The separatists, you will recall, hived off
millions of euros to fund their illegal
independence referendum during 2017.

JB’s
Calle Laguna Vista, Lago Jardin 2.

“By the way, your brother stopped round
today as I was cooking dinner.”



I would worship the ground you walk on, if you only lived in a better neighbourhood.
Billy Wilder
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Your Mobile Phone Contract in Spain
If you live in Spain and have a phone
contract with a Spanish operator, you might
have received an email or text message in
recent weeks telling you that your conditions
are about to change in accordance with a
new law.
The Spanish government’s General
Telecommunications Law 11/2022, is set to
come into effect from November, and all the
major phone operators in Spain, including
02, Movistar, Vodafone, Jazztel, and Orange,
are finalising the changes and informing their
customers ahead of implementing them on
October 29th and 30th.
The law is, broadly speaking, bolstered
regulation of the telecommunications sector,
but part of the text focuses on mobile phone
contracts.
The most significant change is that phone
contracts will now be capped at a maximum
duration of 24 months.
As such, if you are with a provider that offers
permanent contracts, that will now be
limited to 24 months. If you are with a non-
permanent provider, nothing really changes
besides perhaps some minor adjustments to
your privacy and data protection rights.

And in what will be music to the ears of
many customers, the law also includes the
possibility of terminating the contract
without penalty when it runs out.
Orange and Jazztel customers must give two
days’ notice to unsubscribe from their
contract.
For Orange prepaid customers, contracts will
be valid for 6 months from the time the first
call is made or from the last top-up, and will
be automatically extended for periods of 6
months with each top-up.  Both operators
will extend the contracts for another 24
months if the customers do not opt out, and
Jazztel customers who had indefinite
contracts will now have those set to two
years, as per the new legislation.
The new legislation won’t really affect O2
customers except that its indefinite contracts
are now to be capped at 24 months.
For Movistar users, the updated conditions
will come into effect from October 29th, and
the company informed customers that
although Movistar doesn’t have permanent
contracts, the changes will affect those who
got their phones as part of Movistar’s €0 per
month deal.
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   Chocolate in all its forms is something that I,
along with many others like to indulge in on an
almost daily basis. But chocolate as it’s enjoyed
today is quite different from when it first arrived in
Europe from South America around the 16th
century.
   To the indigenous Aztec people, cocoa was
consumed as a drink and held great cultural and
medicinal significance. It was almost viewed as a
panacea that could cure various ailments, including
fever, diarrhoea, fatigue, angina and tooth decay.
The Aztec belief that cocoa was a divine elixir was
probably due to the notion that it was a gift from
Quetzalcoatl, the Aztec god of wind and wisdom.
Perhaps this is why Swedish botanist Carl Linnaeus
named the plant Theobroma cacao, from the ancient
Greek words “theos” meaning god and “broma”
meaning food – “food of the gods”.
   It’s more likely though that the reason for any
potential benefits is due to the high concentration of
polyphenols found in natural cocoa – known as
cocoa flavanols.  Polyphenols are antioxidant
compounds in fruit and vegetables that protect the
body from free radicals, which in excess have been
linked to various diseases.  So while cocoa may not
be the cure-all it was once believed to be, research
shows it’s more than just a guilty pleasure.
The person thought to be responsible for beginning
the integration of cocoa into Europe was Hernan
Cortes, a Spanish conquistador (soldier and
explorer) following his return from the “New
World”.
   In 1518, Cortes and his men arrived in what is now
Mexico and headed towards the Aztec capital of
Tenochtitlan.  During their time in Mexico, the
Spaniards tasted a bitter drink known as “chikolatl”.
The drink contained roasted cocoa beans that were
crushed, then boiled in water with spices and chilli.
 The first exposure to the drink was not a favourable
experience for the Spaniards – deeming it too bitter
and almost unpalatable. But having seen Montezuma
II, king of the Aztecs, consume the drink around 50
times a day, Cortes was interested in the potential of
cocoa and sought to bring it back to Spain following
his conquest.
   Once in Europe cocoa beans were crushed and
mixed with honey and sugar, becoming a popular
drink among the elite. Eventually, in the 19th
century, the first chocolate bar was made by Joseph
Fry and Sons, creating what we know as chocolate
today.

    While cocoa beans in their natural form contain a
high amount of antioxidant compounds, the
processes involved in turning beans into a bar
reduces the cocoa flavanol content, lowering the
antioxidant properties of the cocoa.  Indeed,
research shows that natural cocoa powder contains
almost ten times more flavanols than cocoa that has
been through this process.
As for chocolate bars, dark chocolate almost always
contains a higher concentration of flavanols than
milk chocolate. For example, a 25g serving of high
percentage (more than 75%) dark chocolate can
contain more than 80mg cocoa flavanols compared
with around 10mg or lower per 25g for a milk
chocolate bar.
Research has found that dark chocolate and cocoa
products containing at least 200mg of cocoa
flavanols can improve blood vessels elasticity,
which helps with blood flow. And regularly
consuming cocoa flavanols – even doses of 80mg a
day – improves blood vessels’ ability to dilate or
expand, which helps the body regulate blood
pressure and blood flow to organs.
   This is thought to be because cocoa flavanols
increase the concentration of bioactive nitric oxide.
This is a molecule involved in the widening of blood
vessels that also has anti-inflammatory properties
and reduces the formation of blood clots, all of
which can have beneficial effects on blood pressure.
   Cocoa flavanols can also increase blood flow to
the brain, which may improve cognitive
performance. And they may help to reduce cognitive
decline by protecting the brain from free radical
damage.
   Alongside cardiovascular and cognitive benefits,
cocoa flavanols may also help improve muscle
recovery following strenuous exercise, thanks to
their potent antioxidant and anti-inflammatory
benefits. A recent study found that a single high
dose of 1245mg cocoa flavanols (15g of a high
flavanol cocoa powder) slightly improved muscle
recovery.
   So next time you are in the mood for some
chocolate, perhaps select a high percentage dark
variety or a natural cocoa powder for any potential
health benefits.

#Article by Liam Corr
PhD Researcher in the Department of Health
Sciences, University of Huddersfield.
From TheConversation.com

A brief history of chocolate – and some of its surprising health benefits
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National holidays left in Spain in 2022
Tuesday, November 1st (All Saints’ Day)
Tuesday, December 6th (Spanish Constitution
Day)
Thursday, December 8th (Immaculate
Conception Day)
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AN ELECTRICIAN?
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IDIOTS & ODDITIES OF THE MONTH
  The Khmer Rouge trial ended after 16 years. It
cost over $330 million and led to the conviction
of only three members of a regime that killed
1.7 million Cambodians.  If you really think
the Putin, Assad and similar will ever face
justice, don’t waste your time!
   A man in Saudi Arabia claims to have married
53 times in 43 years, in a bid to find “peace and
stability”. Abu Abdullah, 63, told Gulf News
that he first tied the knot at 20, but that
“problems” in the marriage had spurred him to
wed again three years later. While most of his
wives since then have been from Saudi Arabia –
and one of his marriages lasted just one night
– he has also married foreigners while travelling
for business. “I used to stay [abroad] for three
to four months,” he explained. “So I married to
protect myself from vice.”
   Nearly 400 men called Nigel gathered at a
pub in Worcestershire last week, to celebrate
their increasingly out-of-style name.
Entertainment was provided by two DJs, an
MC, a comedian, a busker and a group of
Morris dancers, all called Nigel; and attendees,
who were asked to show ID, signed their names
in “The Book of Nigel” before leaving. Nigel
Smith, who organised the event at The Fleece
Inn, said it was a “great feeling, all of us getting
together and celebrating our Nigel-ness”.
   Passengers on a recent American Airlines
flight from Los Angeles to Dallas were left
perplexed when the plane’s intercom system
was hijacked and used to broadcast strange
sex noises. Emerson Collins, who was on the
flight, said the sound was “somewhere between
an orgasm and vomiting”, and that it persisted
for the whole flight. In a video that went viral, a
flight attendant can be heard apologising for the
“irritating sound”. “It is an odd anomaly and
none of us are enjoying it,” she adds.
   A scandal erupted at a fishing tournament
in Lake Erie, Ohio, last month. At the event,
fishermen compete to see who can achieve the
best weight for a bucket of five walleye; the
prize is nearly $30,000. Suspicions were
aroused when Jacob Runyan and Chase
Cominsky’s bucket weighed in at more than

15kg, much more than expected, putting them in
pole position. Director Jason Fischer cut open

the fish and found that they were stuffed with
lead weights and fish fillets, see photo. Amid
shouts of “Call the cops!” and “Check every
fish!”, the pair were disqualified – and told to
flee for their own safety.  The two anglers,
Jacob Runyan, 42, of Broadview Heights, Ohio,
and Chase Cominski, 35, of Hermitage,
Pennsylvania, were indicted on October 12 in
Cleveland, on felony charges of cheating,
attempted grand theft, possessing criminal tools
and misdemeanor charges of unlawfully owning
wild animals (?).
One of the affidavits disclosed that Runyan and
Cominski were investigated by Rossford police
in northwest Ohio in April after being accused
of cheating in a different walleye tournament.
According to a Rossford police report, an
assistant Wood County prosecutor concluded
that although the men may have cheated, there
was not enough evidence to charge them.
(I wonder what they really get up to at the Lime
Bar Fishing Club?)
   The crash-detection system on Apple’s new
iPhone is designed to detect if the owner has
been in a car crash, and alert emergency
services. But it turns out it can be triggered by
more benign activities. Since its launch in the
US last month, 911 operators have had a spate
of calls telling them that “the owner of this
phone has been in a severe car crash” and were
directed to local amusement parks. When police
arrived, they found no crash, just lots of people
on a roller-coaster. The sensors are probably
being set off by the rapid accelerations and
decelerations. Other false positives have been
caused by people bowling.  (Mind you, I knew
a chap whose farts could disrupt a pacemaker!)
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On the first day of my flying lessons, I looked down nervously
and asked my copilot, “What are all these buttons for?”

He said, “Those are to keep your shirt closed.”



   Spanish police have arrested 29 people after
seizing 180kg of critically endangered young
European eels with a value on the hidden market of
€270,000 (£237,000).  The Guardia Civil said the
operation, in collaboration with Europol, had also
led to 20 arrests elsewhere in Europe.
   The elvers, or glass eels (photo) – prized as a

delicacy in Spain and
parts of east Asia –
were found after
officers carried out
almost 3,000 checks
and inspections in
ports, airports and
other transport hubs.

   According to the Guardia Civil, eel smuggling has
risen since Covid flight restrictions were eased.
 “Criminal organisations have gone back to illegally
exporting elvers that are camouflaged in hand
luggage using special cases that contain bags
injected with oxygen,” they said. “We’ve also
tracked down shell companies specifically set up to
ship elvers hidden in refrigerated food. We would
remind people that the export of elvers is strictly
prohibited.”
   The Guardia Civil said eel smuggling had become
a lucrative enterprise for highly organised gangs of
international criminals who constantly update their
routes and methods to evade the police.
   So, you might think that eel smuggling is ‘small
potatoes’ compared to drug or tobacco smuggling
but in February 2020, a seafood salesman, Gilbert
Khoo, 66, was caught trying to smuggle 200 kilos of
elvers at Heathrow.  He had been transporting elvers
from London to Hong Kong hidden beneath other
fish between 2015 and 2017. Estimated total value of
the eels he smuggled during that period was £53
million!
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Eels are the eelite fish! Small Victories?

A married couple were in a terrible
accident where the man's face was
severely burned.
The doctor told the husband that they
couldn't graft any skin from his body
because he was too skinny.  So, the wife
offered to donate some of her own skin.
 However, the only skin on her body that
the doctor felt was suitable would have
to come from her buttocks.
The husband and wife agreed that they
would tell no one about where the skin
came from, and they requested that the
doctor also honour their secret.  After all,
this was a very delicate matter.
After the surgery was completed,
everyone was astounded at the man's
new face.  He looked more handsome
than he ever had before!  All his friends
and relatives just went on and on about
his baby face!
One day, he was alone with his wife, and
he was overcome with emotion at her
sacrifice.  He said, "Dear, I just want to
thank you for everything you did for me.
 How can I possibly repay you?"
My darling," she replied, "I get all the
thanks I need every time I see your
mother kiss you on the cheek."

A long, long time ago, Britain and France
were at war.  During one battle, the French
captured an English colonel. They took him
to their headquarters and the French
general began to question him.  Finally, as
an after thought, the French general asked,
"Why do you English officers all wear red
coats? Don't you know the red material
makes you easy targets for us to shoot at ?"
In his bland English way, the officer
informed the general that the reason
English officers wear red coats is so that if
they are shot, the blood won't show, and
the men they are leading won't panic.
And that is why, from that day to this, all
French Army officers wear brown trousers.
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5th October 2022 at Alicante airport.  In the
queue for security with the usual melee
expected and the only places where men clutch
their trousers up and hobble.  What is it with
the removal of belts; some sort of perversion
by security?
Two little rotund, Spanish, middle-aged
gentlemen behind me, chattering
absentmindedly in the queue who I had already
told that was my tray the first one tried to use.
 Collecting my trays and lifting my computer
bag out I discovered under it an identity card
and two dog eared calling cards which I gave
to the man watching the screen saying these are
not mine. To my astonishment the first Spanish
man starts squealing something and as I picked
up my bag which was not closed, and to my
consternation and eye roll, there were two more
dog-eared calling cards or similar on top.  He
squealed even louder and we, my husband and
I, were surrounded by a gang of security men
and then two Guardia Civil who took my
passport and credit cards and then my
husband’s [and him this time] passport and
disappeared in a room with them and then with
a whoop, another of the gang spotted a bulge
in my husband’s trousers; his wallet. He was
rather unwell so he sat down.  His wallet too
was inspected.
With no Spanish trying to say that we had
given the flipping cards back to the security
man, cut no chase with the Guardia and the
screen watcher had gone mute!  Not allowed to
leave and then tried telling the Guardia to use
some intelligence and look at the screen to see
if it revealed anything which he did not like, he
then decided to check, and pushed me away.
I pointed to my arm and said “No, no push!”
Next the exasperated Guardia makes some
phone calls and two plain clothed policemen
turn up and took over.  “English?” He asks.
Yes.  He understood a little English and
understood, took our passports again and
photographed them.  He then said you can go
as he does not want to take matters any further.
“Take what matters any further” I demanded,
thinking of the card owner’s stupidity?  Just

“go, go” he says.   Go, go.  “Do you mean
Vamoose?” I ask.  Adios Amigos. Maybe a bit
more Spanish than that might help.
Good job they don’t do joined-up writing as
they would have discovered our Bank account
had been locked until we proved we were not
money laundering by producing evidence of
our incomes. We have now done this. We are
non-residents and have been told all banks,
despite being with ours for 18 years, need this.
We had been in with passports, NIE numbers,
health-card, addresses, phone numbers and
email addresses and then told our account was
locked. Immediately thereafter got an
‘investment of the week’ email from the Bank!!
 BTW, direct debits are not affected as long as
you have money in the Bank. Difficult one this
as we drew out a lot just before we left the
Bank to tide us over, so account does not have
enough to cover the direct debits coming up
and you cannot PUT ANY money into cover
them. Bank now have required proof of our
income but account hasn’t been opened yet.
The moral is, stand next to an English-speaking
person with the trays and always have a bag
that closes.  As we left 3 small cards were still
showing up on the security screen which
remained static for most of the time.  I think
what happened was the Spanish chap had put
the 3 cards in my tray and the other two had
been catapulted into my open bag from
something on the top of his tray which was
facing my open bag’s way, as the security
machine groaned and shuddered to a sudden
stop.
Another time, again at Alicante, I had bought
some pretty pink, fluffy handcuffs as a jokey
gift for friends which were in an Ale Hop bag
and unintentionally ended up in the hand
luggage.  Security did not like those and they
were confiscated.  Not sure what they thought I
was planning on the flight.
The best one though is reserved for a friend,
Richard, who does not know how he did it, but
it is obviously possible and a bit worrying as he
wandered round the airport a while.  Just
before stamping of passports at Alicante, he
managed to go through security twice!

A Cautionary Tale with a Moral [or Two] by Jenny R.
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DALJIT’S
MINI

SUPERMARKET
Via Park V

OPEN 365 DAYS - 11am to 10pm
English & Continental Foods
Indian Spices - Vast Range

Frozen Food
Milk & Bread

Sweets & Cards
Off Licence

SOUTH FACING

PATIO

“TRY TO BLAME THAT ONE
ON THE DOG!”
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VIA PARK 3

BINGO!
 EVERY WEDNESDAY

AT 7.30pm!!
& SATURDAY at 2pm!!

WELCOME
TO

MACKLIN’S
COME AND RELAX  IN

THE BEER GARDEN
AND

ENJOY SOME COCKTAILS
OR SPECIALITY BEERS.

The Best Stocked Bar in
the Costa Blanca!

LIVE
WORLDWIDE

RACING
COVERAGE

8pm SUNDAYS!

I once got a puncture in a place called Hindley Green, on the outskirts of Wigan.
I pulled into a garage and said, ‘Have you got an airline?’

He said, ‘Fuck off, we’ve not even got a bus station.’   (Dave Spikey)

CHASE
THE

JOKER!



GOOD OLD FASHIONED SERVICE AT OLD FASHIONED SENSIBLE PRICES!
NO JOB TOO SMALL !

Electric Water Heaters Replaced, Quick And Prompt Service.
80 Ltr Capacity Water Heaters Supplied And Fitted

With A 3 Year Guarantee.
Gas Central Heating Supplied & Fitted

Both Natural Gas & LPG, With Full Spanish Certification.
All Makes Of Air Conditioning Supplied & Fitted;

Re-gas And Repairs.

Contact David on 634 286 590
or email davidaquaquest@gmail.com

37



Lime Bar Fishing SUNBATHING Club
The summer final was held after the last report went to print.  The finalists were The Cheshire
Cat (with a maximum league score of 80 points), Ghost, Old Bill, 3 Rods, BFC & Fagash.
 Unfortunately, it was held at Bigastro where everybody struggled for fish.
At the 1st drop in, I lowered my bread into the far bank and a fish took it on the drop.  I thought
I was in for a cracking day as my 1st fish was in the net within 1 minute!  Guess what?  For the
next 6 hours, I didn’t have another bite!  Everybody else was struggling but BFC landed a
couple of small carp early on to put him in the lead.  The fishing was that bad that 3 Rods
resorted to bleak snatching.  After lunch, Old Bill started catching small carp and it was nip &
tuck who would win between him and BFC.  Just before the final whistle, Old Bill landed a biggy
to take the Summer Shield with 8 x carp for 7.83 kilos.  BFC was runner up with 5 x carp for 5
kilos.  Fagash who just scraped into the final was 3rd with 4 x carp for 2.13 kilos.
The AGM went well with the Cat volunteering to take over as chairman, while everybody else
took a step backwards.  Fagash forgot the meeting started at 17.00 & turned up 30 minutes late.
 In his absence he “volunteered” to stay on as treasurer, but got a bit confused when he gave the
account balance… he had found an extra €200 from somewhere!  Now that is the kind of
moneyman we could all do with!  After a bit of flack, he was more than happy to relieve us of
our subs.
I missed the monthly match so Sweeney’s report is below.
The first match of the winter series is also for the “Rod & Reel” trophy and it was held at El
Bosquet.  Despite the very heavy rain in our area the previous day, the venue was bone dry.
 With the sun shining and the water looking good, a good day was in prospect.  The pegs
booked (1 to 16) were on 2 stretches, 1 x narrow & 1 x wide canal.  The 1st fish of the day (and
the biggest – 2.8 kg) fell to the “Old Bill” within 2 minutes of the start (peg 13).  1 minute later,
Sweeney (in the next peg 12) landed his biggest of the day.  Not far behind, the “Cat” on peg 14
(the other side of “Old Bill”) started landing fish (later on he also landed a biggy of 2.67 kg).
 Pegs 12, 13 & 14 were obviously in form.  The “red ground bait hand grenades” to the far bank
continued to produce throughout the match, and although there were some quiet spells, the final
results proved their worth.
Meanwhile the members on pegs 1 to 7 found that the carp were in less than obliging mood.
 “Dodger” on peg 7 had 1 x good bass of 1 kilo. “Fagash” had a very quiet day, until after lunch
when he ended up catching 7 kilos of carp in the last 1.5 hours.  BFC on peg 4, seemed to have
a magic touch for mullet (including some big ones), which along with a few small carp gave him
1st place with 18.4 kilos.
2nd place went to “Old Bill” with 16 kilos and 3rd to the “Cat” with 12 kilos.  Same old faces!
Overall, it was not a bad day with no blanks, the Rod & Reel trophy going to “BFC” and under
the new rules, “Old Bill” is the 1st on the largest carp board for the 2nd year running.
The old farts match will be reported on next month.
The next meeting bun fight is at The Lime Bar on Tuesday 1st November.

Stay safe
Fishy fingers!
The Ghost
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One day, when Snow White returned home from shopping she found her house burnt down.
‘Oh, no!’ she wailed, where are my seven dwarfs?’  She began to walk through the charred

rooms calling their names when she heard a voice cry, ‘England for the World Cup.’
‘Oh thank goodness’ she exclaimed, ‘at least Dopey’s still alive.’
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NABBED!

The trouble with women is that  they never put the toilet seat back up.
Simon Nye

   Whereas it could be argued that the Spanish
legal/judicial system is badly in need of a major
overhaul, experiencing a couple of decades of
living in Spain, I have noticed that the police
intelligence gathering and record-keeping is
admirable.  So if you have ‘blotted your
copybook’ in Spain and been arrested, there is
probably a record of it somewhere which can
be retrieved easily, as 32-year-old Jamielee
Fielding from Livingston has found out, photo.
   Jamielee was fined 420 euros for a drunk and

disorderly charge in
2021 but didn’t bother
paying it, returning to
Scotland no doubt
chuckling to herself
thinking she ‘had
beaten the rap!’
However, when she
returned to Tenerife on
holiday during August

this year on a family holiday, she was hauled
up before a judge who refused her offer to pay
up and instead ordered her to serve four
months behind bars.
   But it now transpires that Jamielee is in an
advanced state of pregnancy, and now the
mother-to-be is understandably terrified at the
prospect of giving birth in a Spanish prison.
Her local MP in the UK, Hannah Bardell, is
calling for an investigation by the Foreign
Office into the way British citizens are treated
by the Spanish authorities.
   I have often said it is very difficult to go to
jail in Spain.  If one is found guilty and it is a
first offence with a sentence of two years or
less, it is usually not served.  This is why there
are so many dodgy individuals still walking the
streets here.  Jamielee’s first offence was being
drunk & disorderly, but her second offence
was in not paying the fine.
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    SAMARITANS in SPAIN
Lines open 10am to 10pm,

365 days a year.
FREEFONE 900 525 100

FOR HOLIDAYS /SHORTLETS
IN DREAMHILLS 2

South facing
Air/con & English TV
2 Community Pools

Competitive Rates
Free Internet included &

Disabled Friendly
For more details

Contact: Jackie 0034 602457631
Or Dave 00441132529884

www.dreamhills2apartment.com/

The editor, Mick, can be contacted at mick.dreamscene@gmail.com    (Or in some Bar!)

The Dream Scene is produced on a non-profit basis.
Any profit is spent by producing extra copies.

You can have a colour copy of the Dream Scene sent to you by email
each month (except January) for just €5 for a year. Around 1,000+ free
copies are available locally in gin-houses, restaurants and supermarket.

You can find archived copies of The Dream Scene
& much more at http://www.dreamhills.orihuela-costa.eu/

PLEASE SUPPORT OUR ADVERTISERS AND
YOUR COMMUNITY WEB SITES.

TO RENT
Dream Hills 1, 1st floor

Roof terrace, English TV
Air Con & Communal pool

Holiday Lets.
Longer lets considered

Favourable rates.
 Contact Karen / Graham

 phillipsdreamhills1@gmail.com
 Mobile 07967 056420

40

Caz Sparkles
Cleaning Co

For All Your Cleaning
Needs WhatsApp Message

Or WhatsApp Call..
634310421 Or Go To Our

Facebook Page ..
Caz Sparkles Sparkle

Based In Dream Hills 1

(016 is the phone line to report
domestic violence. It is free and
leaves no trace on your phone bill.)

An old man was sitting on a train.…..across from a blonde
wearing a tiny mini skirt. Despite his efforts, he was unable to
stop staring at the top of her thighs. To his delight, he realized
she was going commando!
She saw him staring and inquired, "Are you looking at my
vagina?"
"Yes, I'm sorry," he replied and promised to avert his eyes.
"It's all right," she replied, "It's very talented, watch this, I'll
make it blow a kiss to you."
Sure enough the vagina blew him a kiss. The old man was
completely astounded and asked what else it could do.
"I can also make it wink," she replied.
The old man stared in amazement as the vagina winked at him.
"Come and sit next to me," she said, patting the seat.
He moved over and she asked, "Would you like to stick a
couple of fingers in?"
Stunned, he stammered,  "You ……… you're kidding me,
you mean it can whistle, too?"

http://www.dreamhills.orihuela-costa.eu/

